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To rescue from oblivion the memory 
of departed worth, piety, and usefulness, 
and to place before others rising into 
life an example of no common devoted- 
ness to the Saviour’s cause, is the object 
of surviving friendship in the following 
little record of one who will not soon be 
forgotten in the sphere which he occu- 
pied so beneficially, though so brief a 
period was allotted to his affectionate 
and valuable labours. 

Jesse Hewett, the third son of John 
and Sarah Hewett, was born at Wy- 
mondham, in the county of Norfolk, 
February 5, 1812. From infancy he 
was of a weak and sickly constitution, 
as was fully evident through all the 
subsequent course of his life. His 
parents gave him all the education in 
their power at that time, by placing him 
under the best schoolmaster the town 
and neighbourhood then contained. In 
1822, they removed to Swaffham, in the 
same county, leaving him under the care 
of his master, whose death shortly after- 
wards terminated his advantages of this 
kind for the present, when he came to 
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his parents at Swaffham, and after having 
been a short time with his father, was 
put to business at the age of thirteen 
years. 

He continued thus engaged for three 
years ; but in the course of his employ- 
ment suffered such severe bodily afflic- 
tion as ultimately compelled his parents 
to withdraw him entirely from active 
life, when he was committed to the tui- 
tion of a superior master in Swaffham, 
with a view of qualifying him for sup- 
porting himself by becoming an assistant 
in aschool. In this situation he remained 
four years, when he again became the 
subject of distressing affliction for twelve 
months. On his partial restoration, he was 
kindly invited to the house of Mr. George 
Graves, then living at Oxborough, about 
seven miles from Swaffham, where he 
continued a year; during which time he 
recovered so far as to warrant the hope 
that he might again be able to engage 
in scholastic pursuits, of which he was 
fond, and in which he had made some 
proficiency. In consequence, he became 
assistant in a respectable seminary con- 
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ducted by Mr. Poulton, in the town of 
Hertford, where he resided a year and 
a half. 

During all these changes and heavy 
trials the progress of a work of grace 
became evident, which commenced as 
early as the year 1828, and was first 
produced by a reproof from his father, 
who, apprehending that his son was 
jpursuing a wrong course, was deeply 
affected with his moral condition. It 
110w became apparent that a change had 
taken place, such as gladdened the hearts 
of his parents and the members of the 
c hurch at Swaffham, with whom he was 
accustomed to meet at the vacations for 
p tayer and conversation on religious sub- 
je cts. In the year1834 he expressed to his 
fa ther a desire to join the baptist church 


at Swaffham, of which his father was and | 


still is the pastor ; and in July the same 
year he and several others were baptized. 


He now became united to the church, | 


and the deep interest he took in its 
affairs and prosperity is still fresh in the 
memory of many. They saw the rising 
of that principle which time and circum- 
stances developed still more fully,—his 
great concern for the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. 

Soon after he joined the church it was 
discovered by some of his most intimate 
friends that he possessed gifts, which if 
encouraged and brought into action, 
might serve the cause to which he was 
so warmly attached. He was accordingly, 
at a special meeting held for that pur- 
pose, heard by the church as a proba- 
tioner for the ministry. The result was 
their entire and unanimous conviction 
that he ought to be further enconraged ; 
and in accordance with this feeling the 
church, in connexion with two ministers 
resident in the neighbourhood, recom- 
mended him for admittance to Stepney 
college, which institution he entered in 
the month of March, 1835. 

His letters to his parents, while prose- 
cuting his studies, evinced a heart deeply 
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alive to the great concerns of his ow: 
soul, and ardent love to the important 
work for which he was preparing. In 
the second year of his residence at 
Stepney he was the subject of a very 
serious and alarming attack of illness, 
and his life was for some time despaired 
of. It pleased God, however, so far 
to remove the affliction as to enable him 
to resume his beloved studies, which he 
continued until December, 1837, when 
he received an invitation from the bap- 
tist church at Tewkesbury, Gloucester- 
shire, to labour in connexion with the 
venerable Mr. Trotman, who had sus- 
tained the pastoral office in that church 
for many years, and who, from earnest 
anxiety that more strenuous efforts should 
be made for reviving the cause of Christ 
among his people, disinterestedly pro- 
posed to relinquish part of his salary to 
be appropriated to an assistant in the 
work of the Lord. He was directed by 
a kind providence to his valued friend 
Mr. Hewett, who was strongly recom- 
mended by his respected tutor, Dr. 
Murch, the president of Stepney college, 
as being peculiarly fitted, by ardent and 
devoted piety, affectionate concern for 
the rising race, and readiness for every 
good work, to promote the desired end. 
The justness of this recommendation was 
soon amply substantiated by the pleasing 
and abundant fruits with which his divine 
Master honoured the affectionate, zealous, 
and unremitting labours of his faithful 
servant. No sooner was he settled here 
than he began to devise plans of use- 
fulness and means of revival, especially 
among the young, with whom he early 
acquired a deep and lively interest, 
which in many cases was blessed to their 
spiritual benefit. Numbers of such were 
sooa gathered around him, whom he 
formed into bible and inquirers’ classes, 
which, as long as his health permitted, 
engaged his most affectionate and inde- 
fatigable attention. By these, and by 
numbers in the sabbath schools, his 
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earnest and solemn addresses from the 
pulpit and on other occasions, will be 
long, and it is hoped usefully, remem- 
bered. He loved them, he loved their 
souls ; and often, while making the 
searching and solemn appeal to their 
hearts and consciences, his flowing tears 
bore witness to the sincerity and ardour 
of his tender solicitude for their best, 
their immortal interests. From their 
ranks many were constrained to come 
forward and make frequent and numerous 
additions to the church. 

Young himself when he came to us, 
it might be expected that congeniality of 
feelings and circumstances would engage 
his exertions more naturally towards 
them, and give him a peculiar influence 
with them: yet while thus strongly 
alive to their interests, he was faithful, 
watchful, and prayerful for all. Most 
emphatically might it be said of Jesse 
Hewett, that he was a man of prayer: 
and here, and in his supreme love to the 
Saviour and his cause, lay the secret of 
his usefulness. He disclaimed all pre- 
tensions to superior talents or brilliant 
powers, nor did he aim at display in 
aught he said or did. Deeply impressed 
himself with the weighty import of the 
eharge he had undertaken, he strove by 
earnest entreaties, by solemn warnings, 
by faithful applications of scripture to 
the cases and characters of his hearers, 
‘to impress them also with their accounta- 
bility. It might be seen that he agonized 
for their salvation, both in prayer and 
preaching ; and surely, however some 
might fail to appreciate the earnestness 
of his simple and unadorned appeals, all 
must bear testimony to their sincerity, 
fidelity, and affection. The intensity of 
his solicitude for those to whom he spoke, 
and the glow of feeling in his subject, 
seemed to impel him onward without 
regard to studied language. He spoke 
from the heart and with ail his heart, re- 
gardless of himself, so that he might win 
souls to the Saviour ; resolving to spend 
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and be spent in his service and for the 
good of his fellow-sinners ; counting all 
things but loss, might he but make 
known the excellency of the gospel of 
Christ Jesus his Lord. He might truly 
say, ‘ Neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I may finish my course 
with joy and the ministry I have re- 
ceived, to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God.” 

Labouring as he did, through the whole 
period of his arduous ministrations, under 
no common measure of suffering and 
debility, arising from that cureless and 
complicated disease of the vital system 
which rendered every kind of exertion 
difficult and painful, and often threatened 
his life while thus engaged, it is matter 
of surprise and thankfulness that he 
laboured so diligently and achieved so 
much. At home and abroad, he was to 
the utmost of his ability active, devoted, 
and useful, and carried with him into 
all his associations a spirit of ardent piety 
and uncompromising fidelity, united with 
all a pastor’s affection, And deeply 
are many indebted to his unshrinking 
faithfulness for the word of admonition 
or warning, which plainly yet kindly told 
us when we were out of duty’s path, or 
in danger of forsaking it. 

There was about him a singleness of 
purpose and simplicity of manner which 
might not always be acceptable to some, 
however needful or well applied ; but it 
was ever the result of the best feelings 
and purest intentions. One, at least, 
who has often received from his lips such 
proofs of this most genuine and valuable 
kindness which a fellow Christian can 
bestow, could truly appreciate the mo- 
tive, and will ever have cause to be 
thankful for the benefit. Our dear friend 
had a peculiar talent for concerting and 
arranging measures in the best manner 
for the prosecution of any important or 
desirable object, and adapting each indi- 
vidual to his most appropriate sphere of 
action: and through his ready agency in 
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this way, much was accomplished that 
has proved highly beneficial, particularly 
in reference to our younger friends. 

But amidst all he was principally 
anxious that a spirit of prayer should 
pervade and sanctify whatever was pro- 
posed to be done or attempted ; and 
that we should, in every way and on all 
practicable occasions, unite for this sa- 
cred purpose. In this he ever led the 
way, for none could be associated with 
him at home or abroad, without feeling 
that prayer was the element of his 
soul, and that he habitualiy lived above. 
‘Prayer,’ to use the beautiful and ex- 
pressive words which he would often 
repeat with a feeling peculiarly his own, 
was indeed “his vital breath, bis native 
air ;” and after having breathed in this 
hallowed atmosphere, often would his 
fading features wear an expression,—an 
irradiation, belonging to that region of 
pure and perfect blessedness to which 
his spirit had been elevated, and whither 
it has now ascended to enjoy unfettered, 
uninterrupted communion with his God 
and Saviour for ever. . 

Short, indeed, has been his period of 
labour here, but characterized by much 
usefulness. His Lord said unto him, 
“ Go, work to-day in my vineyard ;” and 
promised him a reward, as he does to all 
who labour for him. He promptly obeyed 
the call, and went, and literally worked 
“to-day,” as if conscious that to his 
efforts a brief portion of the day was 
assigned. In the morning he sowed the 
seed, as though the evening were not 
for him, and watered it with fervent 
prayer for that blessing so graciously 
promised. And he for whom he thus 
wrought smiled on his toils, and blessed 
them with a large immediate harvest as 
his present reward, and with the pros- 
pect of much good as the result in days 
to come. 

It would not be just to omit another 
trait of distinguished excellence in the 
character of our departed friend, namely, 
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his patient endurance and ready forgive- 
ness of injuries. In this respect he 
laboured to imitate the lovely example 
of his divine Master, by the exhibition 
of that “ charity which suffereth long 
and is kind, is not easily provoked, 
beareth all things, endureth all things.” 
Many were the occasions on which he 
might truly say, ‘“ Being reviled, I bless ; 
being persecuted, I ‘suffer it; being de- 
famed, I entreat.”’ His maxim was, 
“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good,” and he fully exemplified 
it. At the same time he was most care- 
ful and anxious never to give occasion 
to any to speak reproachfully of religion 
through him, and ever strove to maintain 
a conscience void of offence towards 
God and towards man. 

The distressing malady which afflicted 
him so long was considerably augmented 
by his varied and incessant exertions, and 
also aggravated by excitement or anxiety 
of any kind, Repeated attacks of ill- 
ness were the consequence, compelling 
at length a cessation from all labour for 
some time, with perfect quietude; which 
was sought in change of scene at Chel- 
tenham for nearly three months, Only 
a partial benefit, however, was the result ; 
for on returning to his pastoral duties 
the disease resumed its sway with in- 
creasing violence ; and each succeeding 
effort, bodily or mental, was accompanied 
by distressing and alarming symptoms. 
It soon became painfully evident that 
he must sink, if the exciting causes were 
not withdrawn during a period suffici- 
ently long to ascertain how far the use 
of means might avail for his restoration. 
A plan was then kindly proposed and 
arranged to enable him to suspend his 
labours for a year, and thus discover 
whether any hope remained of his being 
again able to resume them. The provi- 
sion was made as before, through the 
generosity of several friends, and the 
means were tried, but without success. 
The disease had assumed varied aspects, 
and numerous modes of treatment were 
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resorted to, some of which seemed for a 
time to promote partial convalescence ; 
but all have ultimately served only to 
prove how unavailing was the highest 
skill, combined with all the aid of medi- 
cine, against this fearful and incurable 
malady. He had been for many months 
with his own family and friends in Nor- 
folk, when the final means were tried in 
his case, which so far prevailed as to 
encourage the hope of his being able 
shortly to return to Tewkesbury for a 
time, though without the least prospect 
of his ever occupying the pulpit again. 
Arrangements were in progress for this 
purpose when disease again attacked 
him with resistless force, and after eight 
days of rapid decline and severe suf- 
fering closed his earthly pilgrimage. 

The state of his mind during the 
whole of his last illness was beautifully 
expressive of the psalmist’s words, 
“ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee, because 
he trusteth in thee.” To him the ap- 
proach of death was the opening of 
heaven. While exercising all that pa- 
tience and submission which had charac- 
terized his path of suffering, he yet longed 
to depart and be with Christ; and in 
the prospect of that unutterable felicity, 
his feelings often rose to rapture, and he 
seemed at times to be already filled with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory. Often 
did his thoughts revert to the flock over 
which he had once delighted to watch ; 
and for these he prayed individually, 
with earnestness and affection. Not 
one seemed to be forgotten ; and to each 
a message of love and admonition was 
addressed, especially to the young people, 
which it is hoped may be received as was 
so anxiously wished by their dying friend, 
so lately their faithful and attached pastor. 
He retained and expressed to the last his 
warm regard to his revered father and 
associate in the ministry among us, be- 
tween whom and himself the most unin- 
terrupted cordiality and good feeling had 
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uniformly existed, and of whose kind- 
ness he cherished the most affectionate 
remembrance, Often and earnestly was 
he remembered in his prayers, which 
were also offered for the best of blessings 
to accompany all the future ministrations 
of the gospel in this pulpit, and every 
effort for the prosperity of that cause 
which ever had his heart's best devotion. 

His parting advice to surrounding re- 
latives and friends was most instructive 
and impressive, especially to his beloved 
and sorrowing partner. He entreated 
her not to give way to anxiety for the 
future, often assuring her that the Lord 
would provide for her and the dear chil- 
dren ; adding, with a heavenly smile, 
“ How joyfully shall I meet and ,wel- 
come you to glory! Perhaps I may be 
permitted to be your ministering spirit.” 
He repeatedly begged those around him 
to kneel down and pray for his dismis- 
sion, and that the Lord would be pleased 
to come quickly, while dreading to 
manifest the least feeling of impatience 
on account of his sufferings, lest he 
should not honour religion, or might cast 
a shade over the last scene. He said 
death had lost its sting for him, and that 
he experienced not a single doubt or 
fear, but was resting on the Rock of 
Ages. He mentioned several hymns as 
expressive of the state of his mind,— 
“Rock of ages cleft for me ;” “Come, 
thou fount of every blessing ;” “ Jesus, 
lover of my soul ;” and, “ Jesus, I love 
thy charming name.” Of his kind 
friends Mr. and Mrs. Graves, at whose 
house he then was, and had been for 
some time, he took an affectionate 
leave, thanking them for their parental 
kindness to him and his. Their eldest 
son he reminded of his many conver- 
sations with him, and of his desires and 
prayers for his conversion ever since 
he was two years old, when they often 
sang together, “ There is beyond the 
sky,” &c.; and he implored that the 
blessing of the patriarchs might descend 
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upon him. He inquired of the eldest 
daughter if she remembered the promise 
she made him a few days previous, to 
begin to pray earnestly for a new heart; to 
which she replied in the affirmative. The 
youngest little boy had by his suggestion 
commenced distributing tracts through 
the village. To him he expressed the 
hope that he would continue the employ- 
ment as long as he lived, reminding him 
that he would then have a share in the 
Tract Society as well asin the Missionary 
Society, for which he collected ; adding, 
“Tam going to heaven ; will you meet 
me there?” For his own dear babes he 
desired neither poverty nor riches; but 
that they might rather break stones on 
the roads than be destitute of the grace 
of God in their hearts. Upon some re- 
mark being made as to his not being the 
subject of doubts or fears, his impres- 
sive reply was, “God has kept me so 
hard at work that I have had no time 
for these: I have lived upon the gospel.” 

A visit from his parents tended greatly 
to cheer his departing spirit: he seemed 
to have lingered for this. To his mother 
he said, “‘ That,was a blessed time when 
you first knelt down to pray with us. 
Oh! I remember how sweet it was. I 
should like you to go with me.” To his 
father he observed, ‘“ How delightful to 
have that father by my side whose pre- 
sence has so often cheered and protected 
me. How sweet the thought to say, 
“Good bye, father,’ and then depart !” 
On the morning of his death he called 
his wife, saying, “ My love, the writings 
are drawn up and sealed by the Father's 
own hand, and he keeps a copy.” The 
servants of the family being called in, 
he said, in reference to one who had 
been in the sabbath school, and whose 
father was a member of the church, 
“Look up, all of you, look up, that —— 
may not leave this room a thoughtless 
character.” To the other he said, “ Ann, 
where are you going? there are but two 
roads,” The girl, being startled, was 
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going out of the room weeping, when he 
recalled her, saying, “‘ Ann, I must have 
an answer.” The poor girl sobbed out, 
““To the bad place, sir.’ He then 
solemnly directed her to Christ as the 
only Saviour. 

Day after day his dissolution was 
hourly expected ; and he seemed at 
length gradually to sink from exhaustion. 
Not a cloud was permitted to darken 
the clear horizon, or dim the radiance of 
that sun which set on earth to rise in 
heaven in all the effulgence of glory and 
immortality. To him to live was Christ, 
and to die has indeed been gain. His 
decease took place on Monday, March 
20, 1843. 


In compliance with our departed 
friend’s own wish, a post mortem exami- 
nation of the body took place, when it 
was found that the right lung adhered 
to the side, and that the heart was con- 
siderably enlarged, and partly ossified. 
Under such circumstances, his release 
must indeed have been a disenthralment 
from a body of constant and irremedi- 
able suffering: and, as his dear bereaved 
partner feelingly observes, “ What a 
contrast does his disencumbered spirit 
present to its frail earthly tabernacle !” 

His remains were interred at his 
father’s chapel, Swaffham, numerously 
attended and sincerely lamented. The 
Rey. J. Wigner of Lynn, once his fellow 
student, delivered an address at the 
grave; and on the following sabbath 
preached a funeral discourse to a deeply 
affected and crowded auditory, from 
Philippians i, 28, “Having a desire to 
depart and to be with Christ, which is 
far better.” 

A funeral sermon was also preached 
at the baptist chapel, Tewkesbury, on 
this much-regretted occasion, by the 
Rev. John Berg, the present pastor of 
that church, from Numbers xxiii. 10, 
“Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like his.” 
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LETTER FROM THE REV. A. FULLER OF KETTERING 
TO THE REV. MR. GRIFFIN OF NEWARK, 


IN ANSWER TO QUERIES RESPECTING W. COWPER, ESQ., THE POET. 


Dear Sir,--I duly received yours, 
accompanied by a letter from Dr. Miller. 
The questions it contained about Cowper 
were much out of my way to answer. 
T have sent, however, toa friend at Olney, 
who was a great admirer of him, and 
knew much about him. I meant to have 
sent them to another person, but Dr. 
Ryland, to whom you sent a set of some 
questions, was beforehand with me there. 
I have answers, however, from both those 
quarters by me, and shall get them copied 
for you. 


I am persuaded with you that true | 
love to God is not the mere effect of | 
hope, but of a congeniality of mind, if | 


I may so speak, by which we perceive in 
a measure the glory of his character. 
This view of things has had much to 
encounter in this country ; partly owing 
to an extreme statement of the doctrine, 
as if it required a person to be damned 
if it were God’s will ; whereas the 
scriptures are written and the gospel 
preached that men may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, and that believing 
they might have life through his name : 
partly to a misapprehension of it, as if 
the love of God for what he is in himself, 
denoted a love to him for some secret 
attributes, distinct from those which are 
displayed in the salvation of sinners 
through Jesus Christ ; and as if it were 
necessary, in approving the divine cha- 
racter and conduct, even as it respects 
our condemnation, to feel such a joy and 
complacency in it as to be dead to our best 
interests: and partly to the prevalence of 
contrary systems, which preoccupy and 
prejudice the mind against it. Perhaps if 
we were to examine the nature of true 
Christian hope, it would be found not so 


much a distinct motive of love as has 


been thought. The hope of a hypocrite 
may be and is entirely selfish ; but Chris- 
tian hope implies or includes a disinte- 
rested affection to the divine character, 
and therefore ought not to be treated as 
a motive of love distinct from it. “If 
by the hope of reward (says Shaftesbury ) 
be understood the love and desire of 
virtuous enjoyment, or of the very prac- 
tice or exercise of virtue in another life, 
the expectation or hope of this kind is 
so far from being derogatory to virtue, 
that it is an evidence of our loving it the 
more sincerely, and for its own sake.” 
My views on this subject are contained 
in “ The Gospel its own Witness,” Part 
I. ch. 4, 

Let me say a few wofds on the manner | 
of introducing truth. The sentiments 
contained in “ Edwards’s Treatise on the 
Will,” have done more in this country 
than a little to the overturning of anti- 
nomianism. And wherefore? It is not 
written against antinomianism, but armi- 
nianism. This is one reason of its success. 
Hundreds, who had it been directed 
against their own system would not have 
read it, have read it as it is; and finding 
in it excellent arguments against their 
adversaries, have approved of it, and so, 
ere they were aware, it bas disengaged 
their minds from their former way of 
thinking. 


Answers.* 


1. I know not who was Dr. Cowper’s second 
wife, nor any thing more than that the poet, 
in a letter to Lady Hesketh, his cousin, says, 
“he loved her as a sister, he supposes from 
having no sister, the daughter of his own 
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* We are not in possession of the questions; but 
their purport is, in general, sufficiently evident from 
the replies. . 


356 
mother.” Hence I conclude that the second 
wife had children. 


2. I know not that he discovered any symp- 
toms of derangement till he had relinquished 
his place in the House of Lords. 

3. I do not think that his father was severe 
towards him. I have heard him speak respect- 
fully of him; and in the piece written on the 
receipt of his mother’s picture, he speaks of 
“parents passed into the skies.” 

4. I conceive his hopes of marriage were 
finally extinguished on his relinquishing the 
clerkship, and the state of mind that followed 
owing to the extreme mortification he then felt. 
Being obliged to relinquish this post through 
his excessive timidity, all his worldly prospects 
fled, as the same cause was a bar to every other 
pursuit. In this state of mind he even wished 
for madness as a refuge from distress! 

5. The date of his two appointments to the 
clerkships was 1763, and his first attempt at 
suicide was at that time. About this time also 
he began to be under concern about religion. 

6. I do not know that he was neglected at 
this time ; but being deranged, his friends placed 
him under the care of Dr. Cotton of St, Alban’s, 
and this was certainly a favourable providence, 
the doctor being that tender friend which of all 
things was suited to Cowper’s state of mind. He 
endeared himself so much to him, that when he 
had recovered he staid twelve months longer at 
his house. It was during his residence at St, Al- 
ban’s, that being one day greatly distressed on the 
question, How God could pardon and accept of 
so vile a creature? he was suddenly relieved by 
aview of the gospel way of salvation as con- 
tained in Rom. iii. 25. It seemed to him like a 
burst of light breaking in upon his mind; and 
such was its effect at the instant, that raising his 
hands he exclaimed, “ Bless me!’ Looking into 
the passage, he saw from that time, in the 
clearest light, the gospel way of saving sinners, 
and for two years possessed a state of mind the 
most enviable,—a state of almost uninterrupted 
joy and thankfulness. From St. Alban’s he 
removed to Huntingdon, and after the death of 
Mrs. Unwin, to Olney, for the sake of enjoying 
the ministry and society of Mr. Newton. Here 
he continued for a number of years, in the 
enjoyment of religious pleasures to a degree 
seldom known ; uniting in social prayer- 
meetings with Mr, Newton and his friends, to 
the wonder and admiration of all that heard him. 
[I knew a person who heard him pray frequently 
at those meetings, and have heard him say, “ Of 
all the men that I ever heard pray, no one 
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equalled Mr, Cowper.”—A. F.] The deep 
sense which he had of the importance of the 
atonement usually overcame him at the Lord’s 
Supper, and he was commonly, if not always, 
drowned, as it were, in tears at that ordinance. 
Both himself and Mrs. Unwin were at this time 
held, and that deservedly, in the highest 
esteem by all descriptions of people. It was 
then that he wrote his charming hymns. 

As to his London friends, there is no doubt 
but that they considered bim unworthy of their 
attention. He was too heavenly a man for 
them; and they would never have sought after 
him, if his poems had not rendered it an 
honour to be related to him. With respect to 
marriage with Mrs. Unwin, I do not believe 
that it was ever intended. [It is thought by 
the author of a life of him, published by Wil- 
liams, however, (and who is supposed, I believe, 
to have been Mr. Greatheed of Newport,—at 
least he had a hand in it,) that he did intend to 
have married Mrs, U., but was hindered only by 
his relapse in 1773.—A. F.] 

7. The evening of new year’s day, 1773, was 
the last time he was out at a place of public 
worship. He had been observed for some time 
sinking into melancholy, the issue of which was 
a state of sad despair. In this state he con- 
tinued from 1773, I think, to about 1780, and 
during this period, made some attempts at self- 
destruction ; but the good old lady, Mrs. Unwin, 
was placed, under the Almighty, to be his pre- 
His affliction was never considered as 
arising from love, the death of his brother, or 
his poetic employments, but from constitutional 
melancholy. 

8. All his poems were written subsequent to 
his recovery, about 1780, and were entered upon 
by Mrs, Unwin’s request. I believe she suggested 
most of the subjects in the first volume, in 
which “The Shrubbery” was then published. 
At this time he had no doubt of his having been 
the subject of true religion, nor yet of the 


server. 


perseverance of believers ; nevertheless he con- 
sidered himself a reprobate. [He seems to 
have thought his own a peculiar case.—A. F. ] 
He ascribed his reprobation to his having 
offended God by not putting an end to his own 
life. 

His dreams were often dreadful, and had 
great influence on his spirits; sometimes he 
would have a pleasing one, and this would cheer 
him a little. At those seasons he would begin 
to pray, but a dream perhaps on the following 
night would plunge him into despair. His first 
volume contains much of his own experience, 
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before he was interrupted by his fashionable 
friends finding him out ; whose acquaintance in 
succeeding years did him no good in religion. 

9. The truth was that Lady A. wished to 
gain Cowper for a husband, and for that end, I 
doubt not wished to detach him from his good 
old friend, Mrs. Unwin. On discovering this 
Mrs. Unwin proposed leaving a situation in 
which she could no longer be useful. Lady | 
A, being at that time in London, Cowper wrote | 
her a farewell letter, and saw her no more. 

10. Not from any political opinions, which 
were quite friendly to the British constitution, 
though not to its abuses; but partly Thurlow’s 


indolence, and partly, perhaps, the sifting which 
such things undergo while passing through such 
hands as are disposed to make the most of them. 
When he was given to expect his pension, the 
chief pleasure it seemed to afford him, was its 
enabling him to raise his servants’ wages, and 
to give more away. 

11. I do not recollect the month. 

12. Yes; but those parts were left out to 
oblige some of his friends, perhaps Lady Hesketh, 
and some others of his relations. 


13. In his most distressing seasons he mani- | 
fested a uniform belief in the gospel, and this | 


to the fullest extent ; and never, when capable, 
declined being its advocate, and whilst unable 
to perceive his own interest in its blessings, he 
would nevertheless justify the divine conduct as | 


much as ever man did. He has frequently said, | 


“If holding up my hand would save me from 
everlasting misery contrary to the will of God, 
I would not do it.” He would sometimes eat 
only just enough to preserve life, on this prin- 
ciple, that more than that would be enjoyment, 


should possess. On the same principle he | 
would refuse to walk in the garden; but such 
was his benevolence and gratitude, that though 
nobody could persuade him to walk for his own | 


sake, yet if Mrs, U. (who was aged and infirm) | 


said, “ [think I should like a walk,” he would 
instantly rise up and attend her. 

In his best days, between 1763 and 1773, he 
drew up a narrative of his own case, with a 
design of its being published after his death, 
hoping it might be useful to some in similar 
circumstances; but falling into the hands of 


persons who loved not his religion, it is now, I 
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believe, irrecoverably lost. Mr. Newton was 
the only person qualified to write a life of him 
as a religious man, and I think he did attempt 
it, but gave it up, probably through the weak- 
nesses of old age. 

Had Cowper been left to pursue the spon- 
taneous dictates of his mind, his poetic hours 
would probably have been employed upon reli- 
gion, or something favourable to it. But his 
acquaintance (as is common with worldly people 
in dealing with wounded spirits) had recourse 
to amusements, as the only way to divert his 
melancholy. Hence he was induced to under- 
take the translation of Homer, which was indeed 
an amusement, but not of that kind which 
suited him. “This work,” he would say with 
regret, “ has taken five years of my life.” 


The above is all I can procure. W. 
is a Mr. Wilson, a deacon of the baptist 
church at Olney, and G. is the Rev. 8S. 
Greatheed of Newport Pagnel. I sup- 
pose there are not two more persons of 
piety and intelligence who were half so 
wellacquainted with him. Neither their 
names nor mine had better be mentioned. 
It will be sufficient to say that your 
materials have been drawn, not only from 
what has been already published of him, 
but from information of the most respect- 
able and authentic description. Such I 
certainly consider the answers of W. 
and G. to your questions. You must 


have, and I think I will send it you, 


_ though I have only one copy, “‘ Memoirs 
which it was not fit such a creature as he was | 


of the Life and Writings of W. Cowper, 
Esq.,” printed for Williams, Stationer’s 
Court ; also Greatheed’s funeral sermon 
forhim. Iam not sure that I can get 
one of them, 

My Christian love to Dr. Millar, and 
your venerable colleague Dr. Macwhorter. 
Accept our love and thanks for your 
liberal exertions for the eastern transla- 
tions. 

Affectionately yours, 
Anprew Fourier. 


’ 


YOL,. VI.—FOURTH SERIRFS. 


to 
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ON THE ANTIQUITY OF CHRISTIAN IMMERSION. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


' Dear Srr,—The following extract from a Manval of Christian Antiquities, by the Rev. J. E. 
Riddle, M.A., of St, Edmund’s Hall, Oxford, may prove interesting to your readers who may 


have no opportunity of consulting the book. 


Bristol. 


There is no doubt that the usual 
mode of administering baptism in the 
early church was by immersion, or 
plunging the whole body of the person 
baptized under water. The supposition 
that the practice of immersion was 
‘abandoned as soon as infant baptism 
became prevalent, is founded on a mis- 
take. Infant baptism had become general 
in the sixth century ; but the practice of 
immersion continued until the thirteenth 
-or fourteenth, and in fact has never been 
formally abandoned, or entirely re- 
nounced. 

Trine immersion is prescribed in the 
sacramentary of Gregory the Great :— 
‘Let the priest baptize with a triple 
immersion, but with only one invocation 
of the holy Trinity, saying, I baptize 
thee in the name of the Father, (then 
let him dip the person once) and of the 
Son, (then let him dip the person a second 
time) and of the Holy Ghost, (and then 
let him dip the third time. )’ ‘Tertullian 
alludes to a similar practice as existing 
in his days. ‘ We receive the water of 
baptism not merely once but three times, 
at the mention of the name of each 
person of the holy Trinity. And in his 
Treatise De Coron. Mil. c. 3, he says, 
‘Hence we are plunged thrice into the 
water of baptism.’ Single immersion, 
however, was deemed sufficient to the 
validity of the sacrament. In the early 
centuries all parties who received bap- 


Yours faithfully, 
G. H. D: 


tism were completely undressed, a cir- 
cumstance which was thought to contri- 
bute to the significancy of the rite. But 
in the course of time, and by degrees, 
this custom was discontinued. 

In the western churches, although 
immersion was never renounced by any 
statute or canon, yet, in practice, asper- 
sion or sprinkling was generally substi- 
tuted for it after the lapse of several 
centuries ; and itis agreed by all parties, 
in those communions, that this particular 
in the administration of baptism does 
not affect the validity of the sacrament. 
This point, however, is strongly contest- 
ed by the Greek Church; which not only 
retains the primitive practice of immer- 
sion, but maintains that it is essential to 
the nature of true and effectual baptism: 
nor will it consent to receive into its 
communion any persons who have been 
otherwise baptized, unless they submit 
to a second baptism by immersion. 

Aspersion did not become general in 
the West, until the thirteenth century ; 
although it appears to have been intro- 
duced some time before that period. 
Thomas Aquinas says, ‘It is safer to 
baptize by immersion, because this is the 
general practice.’ 


Such is the testimony of an Oxford 
divine. Immersion is apostolical and 
universal ; aspersion is late, unauthor- 
ized and partial. 
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THE FOUNTAINS OF SALEM. 


BY THE REV. A. G. FULLER. 


O Satem, city of the Lord, When on her records fair and high 
Thy walls are dear to me ; My humble name I see, 

Thy fountains are the living word, With bursting heart I raise the cry, 
“* My springs are all in thee.” “ My springs are all in thee.” 

Though Rahab’s pools and Babel’s streams Here Horeb’s rites, and Judah’s strains, 
The boast of nations be, With prophets’ lore agree; 

The Lord on Kedron pours his beams— | O Church of God! thy Shiloh reigns, 
“‘ My springs are all in thee.” ‘© My springs are all in thee.” 

And if some mighty name they tell Let youths conspire with virgins’ tongue, 
Of Tyre or Libya free— In sweetest minstrelsy ; 

In Zion born, there will I dwell, Childhood and age lead up the song, 
“ My springs are all in thee.” “ My springs are all in thee.” 
Bow. 


THE GROUP OF THE GRAVEYARD. 


BY THE REV. J. JENKINSON. 


How oft our thoughts are called to dwell, Sorrow deplored, with downcast eye, 


Among the silent dead, Her friends and kindred gone; 
Who lie within that narrow cell Supmissron saw her Father nigh, 

Which soon must be our bed ! And cried, “ Thy will be done.” 
The friends who shared our earthly love, Devotion bowed before his feet, 

How fast they pass away ? And breathed her fervent prayer; 
Their spirits join the hosts above; Frrenpsuip the virtues would relate 


The grave receives their clay. Of those that slumbered there. 


Arrection her deep wounds displayed, 
And heaved a plaintive groan; 

Rexicion well those wounds surveyed, 
Then poured her balm thereon : 


And near their graves there oft has been 
A group before my mind; 

Each acting in the magic scene 
The part to each assigned. 


This, RevELation’s fount supplied, 
While by her arm upheld; 

Farru drew the vail of sense aside, 
-And heavenly scenes revealed. 


* Sense saw her children turned to dust, 
And mourned their fatal doom; 
Reason confessed their sentence just, 
But fainted on the tomb. 


Hore looked to those immortal things 


With fixed and smiling gaze; 
While Gratirupe stretched forth her wings, 


And soared to heaven with praise. 


Kettering. 
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THE RISING CROSS. 


On the evening previous to Dr, Prince’s embarkation, he mentioned to the writer that when Mr. 


Clarke and himself were on their voyage from Fernando Po to Jamaica, they frequently ob- 


served the constellation of the Cross in the southern hemisphere, at midnight, in a recumbent 


position, but rising towards the dawn of day. 


Having accompanied the mention of the fact 


with a request that the ideas thus suggested might be embodied in a few farewell lines, the 
following were written, and were read by Dr. Prince on board the steamer which conveyed the 


missionaries and friends to Gravesend. 


Battersea, June 16th. 


Nicut on the deep !—With swelling sail 
The vessel held her western way; 

The murmurs of the threat’ning gale, 
Grown silent with the closing day; 

Scarce curled the dark, unfathomed waste, 

O’er which her midnight course was traced. 


Two brethren,—kindred not by blood, 
But linked in one by holier ties,— 
Trod the lone deck, or pausing stood 
To gaze upon the spangled skies, 
Whose countless orbs their radiance gave, 
To gild the brightly rippling wave, 


Perchance in converse free and fond, 
They pictured,—not their father’s isle,— 
But those calm shores, which far beyond 
Time’s transient scenes, unfading smile; 
Those shores, where night forgets its gloom,— 
Nor falls the tear,—nor frowns the tomb, 


Yet did they note those various signs, 
Which bygone lore with artful skill 
Hath classed, and titled, and enshrines 
Gods of the blinded pagan still. 
Bright though they be, yet far too dim 
To kindle heavenly light in him. 


And marked they, as the morn drew near, 
The cross, which did recumbent lie 

At midnight hour, its form uprear 
All glorious in the southern sky; 

A sweet, celestial emblem, fraught 

With joyous hope and sacred thought. 


For well that mystic sign pourtrayed 
The prostrate cross on Afric’s shore, 
When midnight’s stern, unyielding shade 

Hung darkly that far region o’er, 
Whose sons, enslaved by barbarous foes, 
Had drained the cup of countless woes. 


But now that o’er each brightening hill, 
The gospel morn is breaking free, 

With holier joy those bosoms thrill, 
Their Master’s glorious cross to see 

Slow rising, till erect it stands, 

Hope of the lost, on Afric’s sands. 


Brethren in Christ !—'tis yours, who trod 
That lonely deck, and watched that sign, 
Once more to bear the word of God 
Where pagan pride hath reared her shrine, 
And sullen ignorance and guilt 
Their vain, unstable altars built. 


Go !—and the God of grace defend 
Your every step,—your every stage ;— 
In danger’s hour your cause befriend ;— 
When storms roll high their wrath assuage ;— 
Grant you on earth a Saviour’s love, 
And faith’s unfading crown above! 


And thou, O Afric! rise to hail 

These ocean wanderers to thy shore; 
The air of freedom swells their sail, 

And wafts their bark the waters o’er ! 
Rise ! and in them exulting see 
The friends of heaven, and friends of thee. 


REVIEWS. 


Lectures on the Epistle of Paul the Apostle 
to the Romans. By Tuomas CHALMERS, 
D.D. and LL.D. Professor of Theology 
in the University of Edinburgh, and Cor- 
responding Member of the Royal Institute 
of France. In Four Volumes, 12mo. 
Glasgow: Collins, London: Hamilton. 


Tue Epistle to the Romans contains the 
only system of theology that we have re- 
ceived from an inspired pen. Unlike the 
other writings of the apostle Paul, it was 
addressed to the Christians of a city which 
he had never visited. Painful as were the 
disappointments which postponed the 
desired interview, the church in all sub- 
sequent ages has had reason to bless God 
for the intervention of those occurrences 
which compelled him from time to time 
to postpone his journey. Anxious to pro- 
mote the spiritual interests of the Roman 
believers, the zealous apostle of the Gen- 
tiles at length forwarded to them a trea- 
tise, more regular and comprehensive than 
he would have deemed it necessary to 
send, if in oral discourses he had made 
known tothem the first principles of Chris- 
tian doctrine. He begins, therefore, at the 
beginning. He declares his attachment 
to the gospel, as the revelation of God’s 
way of making sinners righteous ; and 
after illustrating the guilty and degraded 
state of all, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
he proceeds to magnify the grace of 
God as displayed through the redemp- 
tion of Christ to believers of every na- 
tion, to show the effects of reception of 
Christianity on the heart and life, and to 
descant in glowing strains on the privi- 
leges conferred on all without difference, 
the prospects of the church in regard to 
all, and the duties devolving on all. 
Happy is that man who enters fully 
into the spirit of this epistle! 

Lectures on the epistle to the Romans 
by such a man as Dr. Chalmers cannot 
fail to be attractive to intelligent students 
of divine truth ; and many of our readers 
will be glad to receive an account of the 
plan he has adopted, and the manner in 
which he has executed his design. It 
must be carefully observed that it was 
not the author's purpose to furnish a 


’ 


critical exposition: nothing can be more 
distinct from these volumes than the 
works on the same epistle recently pro- 
duced, for example, by Tholuck and 
Moses Stuart. Nor is there much nearer 
resemblance to the popular commentaries 
on the epistle by Doddridge, Guise, Scott, 
or Adam Clarke. The work consists of 
discourses adapted to the pulpit; three 
fourths of them having been delivered 
to the congregation at Glasgow which 
for many years enjoyed Dr. Chalmers’s 
ministrations, and the remainder, now 
for the first time given to the public, 
having been written to complete the 
series. They consist, not of exposition 
proceeding regularly from phrase to 
phrase, but of popular addresses, of 
which in some cases a verse, in others a 
paragraph, is the basis; into which ex- 
planatory remarks on the phraseology 
employed by the apostle are interwoven, 
but which are often discursive and hor- 
tatory. Wrought in are allusions to 
passing events and modern society, with 
a freeness adding much to the interest 
of the discourses as delivered, but rather 
brought to the text than derived from it. 
The liveliness of Dr. Chalmers’s imagina- 
tion and the warmth of his affections are 
frequently apparent ; the orator—and an 
eloquent orator he is—is perceptible 
throughout. In this we rejoice, hoping 
that it will conduce to render the prac- 
tice of lecturing on scripture in a similar 
manner more prevalent than it is in our 
southern churches. It is far more com- 
mon in Scotland than here: whether it 
will ever be as acceptable to English 
congregations as it is to Scotch ones is 
doubtful ; but of this we are persuaded, 
that in proportion as congregations are 
really intelligent they will desire it, and 
in proportion as pastors are willing to 
sacrifice their own ease, and the applause 
of the superficial, for the sake of pro- 
moting the solid advantage of their 
hearers, they will be disposed to adopt 
the practice. The successful manner in 
which it is done in this work, which 
blends exposition with popular eloquence 
throughout, will, we trust, lead many to 
make the experiment; and these lec- 
tures may serve as models. 
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- Dr. Chalmers is so well known as a 
writer that it is scarcely necessary to say 
any thing descriptive either of his style 
or his sentiments. His conformity in all 
doctrinal matters to the standards of the 
church of Scotland is, we apprehend, 
thorough and hearty. His strong attach- 
ment to the great doctrines of justifica- 
tion by faith and regeneration by the 
power of the divine Spirit, combined 
with just views of the responsibility of 
man and of the practical influence of 
true religion, is clearly perceptible 
throughout these volumes. Paragraphs 
which it would give pleasure to see 
transferred to our pages are so numerous 
that it is difficult to make a selection ; 
the following passage may however 
serve to give an insight into his views on 
some important points. 


“ ¢ According to his purpose ’—or according 
to his previous design. We now tread on the 
borders of what is deemed by many to bea great 


mystery ; and though we have no great respect | 


for that theology which loves to grapple with 
the incomprehensibles of lofty speculation—yet 
we must not shrink from ought that scripture 
lays across our path. There is an ambition on 
the part of some to be wise above that which is 
written ; but that is no reason why, in avoiding 
this, we should not attempt at least to be wise 
up to that which is written, You may remem- 
ber that a few chapters ago, which, from the 
exceeding tardiness of our progress, makes it 
nearly as many years ago—we came to an 
encounter with the very formidable doctrine 
of original sin, and found the task so pon- 
derous that it took several successive sabbaths 
ere we did acquit ourselves thereof. The few 
succeeding verses present us with a similar exer- 
cise on the doctrine of predestination ; and we 
most assuredly would not embark on so arduous 
an undertaking, did we not hold it right to 
follow fearlessly wherever the light of revelation 


may carry us; and did we not further believe, | 


that, like all other scripture, this too is profita- 
ble, and in most entire harmony with the inte- 
rests of truth and virtue in our world, 

“The purpose then signifies a previous design ; 
and this in so far previous, as to be even anterior 
to the existence of those who are the objects of 
it. In the second epistle to Timothy there is 
an allusion to this very purpose of our text, and 
where it stands associated too with the very call 
that is now under consideration. ‘God hath 
saved us,’ says the apostle, ‘not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given in Christ Jesus before 
the world began.’ The purpose then is the 
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prior determination in the mind of the Divinity 
that such a one should be converted from the 
error of his ways—should be called from dark~ 
ness unto light—should make that transition by 
which he passes from a state of condemnation 
to a state of acceptance ; and the call, which we 
have already supposed to be an effectual one, is 
just as distinguishable from this previous deter- 
mination, as the execution of a purpose is from 
the purpose itself—or as a design entertained and 
resolved upon long ago is from its fulfilment, 
that may only take place this very day, or at 
some distant and indefinite futurity before us. 
‘Moreover whom he did predestinate them he 
also called.’ By the one he makes the decree 
—by the other he carries it into effect. And we 
again repeat, that it is not in the daring spirit 
of an adventurer we would have you to enter 
this field, or ona game of strength or of skill with 
the difficulties of human argument; but in the 
simple and lowly spirit of genuine disciples 
would we have you to submit yourselves to the 
Divine testimony. 

“Tt is quite obvious that the being called here 
means something totally different from what it 
does in the verse where it is said, that many are 
called but few are chosen. In that verse the 
call of the gospel is supposed to be heard by 
many but complied with by few. But in the 
verse before us they who are the called have 
not only heard the call, but they have responded 
to it, In the one sense all who are here present 
may be made to pass among the called, simply 
by sounding forth among you the offers and the 
invitations of grace—simply by bidding, as we 
are fully warranted to do, each and all to put 
his confidence in the blood of Christ, and so 
have his sins washed away—simply by coming 
forth with the assurance, which we cast fear- 
lessly abroad in the hearing of the people, that 
there is no man, be his guilt what it may, whom 
God will not welcome into peace with him, 
would he only draw nigh in the name of that 
great propitiation which has been rendered for 
the sins of the world. In this sense every one 
of you is called. But it must be clear to your 
own experience, that there is the widest possible 
difference between one class and another as to 
their reception of this call—that on some it 
falls in downright bluntness, and moves them 
not out of the deep unconcern and lethargy of 
nature—whilst others recognise it as a voice 
from heaven; and are awakened thereby to a sense 
of reconciliation ; and feel a charm and a pre- 
ciousness in the doctrine of that cross, whereon 
the enmity between God and a sinful world was 
done away; and through the faith which they 
are enabled to put in the word of this testimony, 
are translated into a felt peace and friendship 


LECTURES ON 


with that God, who turns away his displeasure 
from them on the moment that they turn away 
their distrust from him: And thus, while you 
all in one sense of the word are called, they are 
the latter class alone who are the called of my 
text—because, called effectually, they have not 
only heard the call but answered it. Here then 
is a palpable difference between two sets of 
hearers, that falls to be accounted for ; and the 
account every where given of it in scripture is, 
that the Spirit, who bloweth where he listeth, 
hath carried the message with power to the 
listener’s heart in the one case, and hath not 
gone along with it in the other—that he hath 
inclined the one to God’s testimonies, and left 
the other to his own waywardness—that wher- 
ever a saving impression has been made, there 
the Holy Ghost has been at work, who, operat- 
ing not without the word, but by the word, hath 
fulfilled on the person of the new believer, that 
purpose which God conceived in his favour be- 
fore the foundation of the world. 

“But let not any feel himself thrown at a 
distance from salvation, by thus connecting it 
with the antecedent decree of God respecting it. 
We are sure that none ought, who feel a true 
moral earnestness on the subject, and are honest- 
ly and desirously embarked on the pursuit of 
their immortal well being. For though the Spirit 
bloweth where he listeth, yet he listeth so to do 
on all who court and who aspire after him ; and 
though by his work upon a human soul he is 
fulfilling a design that hath been conceived 
from eternity, yet it is not with this past design 
but with the present fulfilment that you have 
to do: And the matter in hand, the matter with 
which you should feel yourself urged and occupied 
is, that by the operation of that Spirit you may 
indeed be enlightened in the truth of God, and 
made wise unto your own salvation. For this 
purpose let me assure you of his readiness to 
help and to visit all who ask him—let me en~ 
treat your attention to that bible, which with 
him is the mighty instrument, whereby the 
understanding, and the heart, and all the facul- 
ties of man are gained over to that truth, which 
is able at once to sanctify and to save us—let 
me press you to awake and be active in the work, 
putting forth all the strength that is in you, and 
confident that if you really do so more strength 
will be given—So that if the whole force which 
you have now be honestly and heartily directed 
to the object, by force the kingdom of heaven 
will be carried.”— Vol. II. pp. 152—157. 


In discussing the fourth chapter, from 
the ninth verse to the fifteenth, the doctor 
observes that this passage seems to con- 
tain in it the main strength of the scrip- 
tural argument for infant baptism. If 
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the comment were not so long, we should 
like to lay it before our readers, that 
they might see what it amounts to; but 
perhaps we shall do more good by show- 
ing them the kind manner in which he 
speaks after he has concluded his argu- 
ment. 


“ We have put forth these remarks, not for 
the purpose of inspiring a very violent distaste 
towards the practice of others in respect of bap- 
tism, but of reconciling you to your own; and 
of protecting you from any disturbance of mind 
on account of their arguments. It forms no 
peculiarity of the age in which we live, that 
men differ so much in matters connected with 
Christianity ; but it forms a very pleasing pecu- 
liarity, that men can do now what they seldom 
did before, they can agree to differ. With zeal 
for the essentials, they can now tolerate each 
other in the circumstantials of their faith; and 
under all the variety which they wear, whether 
of complexion or of outward observance, can 
recognize the brotherhood of a common doctrine 
and of a common spirit, among very many of 
the modern denominations of Christendom. 
The line which measures off the ground of vital 
and evangelical religion from the general un- 
godliness of our world, must never be effaced from 
observation; and the latitudinarianism which 
would tread it under foot, must be fearfully 
avoided ; and an impregnable sacredness must 
be thrown around that people, who stand pecu- 
liarized by their devotedness and their faith 
from the great bulk of a species who are of the 
earth and earthly. There are landmarks between 
the children of light and the children of dark- 
ness, which can never be moved away; and it 
were well that the habit of professing Christians 
was more formed on the principle of keeping up 
that limit of separation, which obtains between 
the church and the world—so that they who 
fear God should talk often together ; and when 
they do go forth by any voluntary movement of 
their own on those who fear him not, they 
should do it in the spirit, and with the compas- 
sionate purpose of missionaries. But while we 
hold it necessary to raise and to strengthen the 
wall by which the fold is surrounded—and that, 
not for the purpose of intercepting the flow of 
kindness and of Christian philanthropy from 
within, but for the purpose of intercepting the 
streams of contamination from without—we 
should like to see all the lines of partition that 
have been drawn in the fold itself utterly swept 
away. This is fair ground for the march of 
latitudinarianism—and that, not for the object 
of thereby putting down the signals of distinc- 
tion between one party of Christians and ano- | 
ther; but, allowing each to wear its own, for 
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the object of associating them by all the ties 
and the recognitions of Christian fellowship. 
In this way, we apprehend that there will come 
at length to be the voluntary surrender of many 
of our existing distinctions, which will far 
more readily give way by being tolerated than 
by being fought against. And this is just the 
feeling in which we regard the difference that 
obtains on the subject of baptism. It may 
subside into one and the same style of observa- 
tion, or it may not. (It is one of those inner 
partitions which may at length be overthrown 
by mutual consent; but, in the mean time, let 
the portals of a free admittance upon both sides 
be multiplied as fast as they may along the 
whole extent of it ; and let it no longer be con- 
founded with the outer wall of the great Chris- 
tian temple, but be instantly recognized as the 
slender partition of one of its apartments, and 
the door of which is opened for the visits of 
welcome and kind intercourse to all the other 
members of the Christian family. Let it never 
be forgotten of the particular baptists of Eng- 
land that they form the denomination of Fuller, 
and Carey, and Ryland, and Hall, and Foster ; 
that they have originated among the greatest of 
all missionary enterprises; that they have en- 
riched the Christian literature of our country 
with authorship of the most exalted piety, as 
well as of the first talent and the first eloquence; 
that they have waged a very noble and success- 
ful war with the hydra of antinomianism ; that 
perhaps there is not a more intellectual com- 
munity of ministers in our island, or who have 
put forth to their number a greater amount of 
mental power and mental activity in the defence 
and illustration of our common faith; and, 
what is better than all the triumphs of genius 
or understanding, who, by their zeal, and fidelity, 
and pastoral labour among the congregations 
which they have reared, have done more to swell 
the lists of genuine discipleship in the walks of 
private society—and thus both to uphold and 
to extend the living Christianity of our nation.” 
—Vol. I, pp, 235—238. 


The lecture on the third and fourth 
verses of the sixth of Romans com- 
mences thus : 


“The original meaning of the word baptism 
is immersion, and though we regard it as a 
point of indifferency, whether the ordinance so 
named be performed in this way or by sprinkling 
—yet we doubt not that the prevalent style of 
the administration in the apostle’s days, was by 
an actual submerging of the whole body under 
water. We advert to this for the purpose of 
throwing light on the analogy that is instituted 
im these verses. Jesus Christ by death under- 
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' 
went this sort of baptism—even immersion 


under the surface of the ground, whence he 
soon emerged again by his resurrection. We 
by being baptized into his death, are conceived 
to have made a similar translation.—In the act 
of descending under the water of baptism to 
have resigned an old life, and in the act of as- 
cending to emerge into a second or a new life— 
along the course of which it is our part to main- 
tain a strenuous avoidance of that sin, which as 
good as expunged the being that we had for- 
merly; and a strenuous prosecution of that 
holiness, which should begin with the first 
moment that we were ushered into our present 
being, and be perpetuated and make progress 
toward the perfection of full and ripened im- 
mortality.”— Vol. II. pp. 64, 65. 


Dr. Chalmers is a learned, candid, and 
conscientious man. We are glad of his 
concurrence in cases in which we can 
agree ; and we rejoice in the emancipation 
which he has recently experienced. The 
last time, we believe, that we had to 
examine a performance of his, was when 
he had recently finished the work for 
which he had been summoned to the 
metropolis as the champion of religious 
establishments and national churches. 
Now, we hail him as a brother dissenter ; 
for though he has not adopted dissenting 
principles in all their strength and con- 
sistency, his perception of the value of 
freedom from state control in religious 
matters has led him to throw up his 
emoluments, to relinquish his professor- 
ship, and to separate from the national 
church. He is nowa free man. He is 
more; he is one of the leaders of a 
liberated and noble minded band. It is 
a wonderful’ movement of God’s provi- 
dence that has rent asunder the purest of 
all national churches : may the guidance 
of heaven attend the separatists, and 
may the time soon come when all good 
men shall withdraw themselves from 
those communities whose bond of union 
is antichristian ! 


An Attempt to Determine the Sense of the 
Book of Common Prayer on the Doctrine 
of Baptismal Regeneration ; with a Sermon 
on the Office and Duties of Sponsors. By 
the Rev. J. N. Green ARmyTAGE, A.M 
London: Seeley and Burnside. 12mo. 
pp. 130. ; 
Tur present is an age eminently con- 


troversial on many subjects, but on none, 
perhaps, more so than on those which 


s 
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from those which belong to every act of 
dutiful submission to the will and autho- 
rity of the great Head of the church. 
Granting, however, thus much in accord- 
ance with Mr. Armytage’s theory, there 
yet remains the question as to whether 
the blessing received and communicated 
from heayen in baptism, rightly adminis- 
tered, is entitled to the distinct name of 
regeneration, or whether it be not of a 
more general nature. The theory of 
our author seems to us to analyze and di- 
vide what is incapable of analysis and 
division. The condition ofa soul brought 
intocommunion with its God is described, 
as it appears to us, in the New Testament, 
by various words according as it is be- 
held in various aspects. The condition 
which these words describe is but one 
and the same, though it receives different 
names. Faith, repentance, hope, pardon, 
new birth, life, salvation,and other terms, 
describe the condition of the soul ac- 
cording to various aspects and in relation 
to different objects. There is a unity 
belonging to all these which admits of 
their being distinguished, but not of 
their separation. A soul exercising true 
repentance must possess also true faith, 
and is already a partaker of regeneration. 
The theory of Mr. Armytage seperates 
faith and salvation,—making the one a 
qualification for baptism, and the other 
a blessing bestowed in or after it. On 
what ground rests this separation, and 
why does man put asunder what God 
has joined together? There may be an 
order in the manifestation of these spiri- 
tual states, but the presence of the one 
is a sure index, without any intervening 
ritual observance, of the presence, or 
certain succession, of the others. There 
is no text which especially and clearly 
connects the blessing of regeneration 
with baptism. The passage quoted by 
our author, in John ii. 5, has no more 
certain reference to baptism than the 
words of our Lord to the woman of 
Samaria respecting the water that he 
would give her. Both these, together 
with Titus ii. 5, refer to the cleansing 
operation of the Holy Spirit,—the inward 
spiritual grace of which water baptism 
is the outward sign. Mr. Armytage must 
allow us, prepared as we are to grant 
that baptism is a means of conveying 
spiritual blessing to the believing and 
obedient subject, to deny that it is a 
means of specifically conferring regener- 
ation, or that any such wide distinction 
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exists as that which he supposes, be- 
tween that phrase and others made use 
of to denote the presence and action of 
spiritual life. ’ 

There are other topics on which we 
are widely at variance with our author ; 
especially that of the subjects of this 
Christian ordinance. Plainly does he 
assert that faith and repentance are 
necessary to baptism ; candidly does he 
admit “that there is no positive injunc- 
tion to baptize infants at all, nor is a 
single instance of the baptism of infants 
expressly recorded in the whole New 
Testament ;” but yet does he labour to 
prove that the same principles which 
regulate the baptism of the adult are 
observed in that of the infant. Every 
infant, according to him, “is in baptism 
federally regenerated with the Holy 
Ghost; he is no more than federally 
regenerated, because he is no more than 
federally penitent and faithful ; has 
only given his solemn pledge and cove- 
nant promise, signed and sealed in bap- 
tism, unto God, that he will repent and 
believe.” Yet, as our author honestly 
obseryes and feebly attempts to explain, 
the service of the church says God has 
regenerated the child, and he is made a 
member of Christ. 

Whatever be our estimate of Mr. Ar- 
mytage’s theory as it regards its corre- 
spondence with scriptural truth, we have 
a firm conviction that it is contrary 
to the meaning of the authors of the 
prayer-book. We interpret that book 
according to its literal and grammatical 
sense, aided by the knowledge which 
we possess of the circumstances and 
opinions of its framers. It was prepared 
by men emerging from the darkness of 
popery, who had scarcely had time to rid 
themselves of the prolonged errors and 
prejudices of past ages. We would not 
say that it is disereditable to their know- 
ledge or piety, considering the position 
they occupied and the times in which 
they lived. Our regret is mingled with 
astonisument that it should continue 
to entrammel so many men of strong 
and honest minds. It is indeed high 
time for the sons of true protestantism 
to put away childish things. Our anxiety 
for the church which Christ has pur- 
chased with his blood makes us eagerly 
long for the period when the green withes 
will be broken asunder, and the servants 
of the Lord rejoice in the freedom and 
might of truth. . 
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BRIEF NOTICES. 


Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the 
other British Provinces in North America, 
with a Plan of National Colonization. By 
James 8. Buckincuam. London: 8vo. pp. 
540, Price 15s, 


When Mr. Buckingham and his family had 
finished their three years’ tour in the United 
States, to which the attention of our readers has 
been already directed, they set themselves to 
explore the British possessions on the same 
continent. Crossing the straits of Niagara, 
they entered the south-west portion of Canada, 
sailed up the Lake Ontario and the River St. 
Lawrence, calling at all the principal towns in 
their way, and then proceeded by water to 
Halifax and other parts of the peninsula to 
which it belongs. Of what they saw and heard 
we have a pleasing account in the volume before 
us; illustrated by a map, and engraved views of 
Toronto, Kingston, Montreal, Quebec, Halifax, 
St. John, and Fredericton. Instruction and 
entertainment are blended throughout the whole; 
the personal narrative imparting additional 
interest to the topographical, statistical, and 
historical details. Whatever we have said in 
favour of the previous volumes of the series, 
may fairly be applied to this; which is less ex- 
cursive and redundant than its predecessors, aud 
yet comprises a great deal of diversified infor- 
mation respecting the important provinces of 
which it treats. Mr. Buckingham isa strenuous 
advocate for entigration, and to this subject he 
has devoted a supplementary chapter. 


Hssay on Baptism; with some Remarks on the 
Doctrines of the Nicene Church, on which 
Puseyism is Built, By Tuomas CuarKson, 
A.M,, Author of several works on Slavery 
and the Slave Trade. London: 8vo. pp. 63. 


The object of the venerable author is to check 
the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, and 
kindred dogmas; and, among members of the 
church of England, his pamphlet will doubtless 
operate beneficially. The degree of his approxi- 
mation to our views, respecting which some will 
be curious, may be inferred from the following 
sentences, in which the italics are his own :— 
“It must always be borne in mind that the 
proselytes of those times were adults; persons 
of a mature age so as to have been capable cf 
repenting, and capable also of feeling in their 
souls the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. 
We have no particular account of any but per- 
sons of this description being baptized in those 
times, And this furnishes us with" another 
answer to the argument drawn from the latter 
part of this verse; for the argument is wholly 
inapplicable to us, as well as to a great part of 
Christendom, at the present day : for we, and 
others, in consequence of haying changed edult 
into infant baptism, baptize for the most part 
persons, who on account of their infancy, have 
not committed sins of which they can repent, 
nor have sense nor discrimination to feel the 


influences of the Holy Spirit.” In a note, Mr. 
Clarkson adds, The author does not mean here 
to depreciate infant baptism, for both baptisms 
mean the same thing; for w the great 
emblem and the significant part aptism, 1s 
used in both cases; but certainly adult baptism 
(the being plunged into the water) was the 
original practice, and the practice of the disciples 
while our Saviour was living, and of his apostles 
when dead. There are one or two instances of 
whole families being baptized by the latter in 
the New Testament; but we know nothing of 
the age of the younger members of these 
families.” 


A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Three 
Dioceses of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, 
at the Primary Metropolitical Visitation, m 
the Autumn of the Year 1842, and the Spring 
of 1843, by Danrex, Bishop of CALCUTTA, 
and Metropolitan of Inxv1a. London : 
Seeley and Co. 8vo. pp. 131. 


Readers who can make allowance for the 
pompons phraseology in which it is according 
to etiquette for a metropolitan to address his 
reverend and right reverend brethren, and for 
some official assumption of the superiority of the 
church of England, may find here a masterly 
exposure of the unscriptural nature of the sys- 
tem called Puseyism, and of its assimilation to 
the principles and proceedings of popery. Daniel 
Wilson, before he was bishop of Calcutta, was 
a bold and zealous promulgator of evangelical 
doctrine; and we are happy to find him now 
opposing strenuously the widely spreading epi- 
demic, the success of which may be accounted 
for, he says, by obvious causes: “such as the 
learning and talents of the leaders, their profes- 
sion of fundamental truth, the piety of many 
parts of their writings, their subtilty and skill 
in debate, their covert and concealed method of 
insinuating their real designs, their influence 
for ten years at one of our universities among 
three generations of students, constituting now 
a large part of our younger clergy, their wealth, 
their command of the press, and their appeal to 
a most seductive principle of fallen nature 
in the clergy—Trug LOVE oF POWER; to all 
which we must add the devices of Satan, who 
never is more dangerous than when he contrives 
to deceive as ‘an angel of light.” ” Some ex- 
tracts containing statistical information will be 
given in our “ Intelligence.” 


Death Universal and its Antidote. -A Sermon 
Occasioned by the Death of H. R. H. the 
Duke of Sussex. By Mortrock Danretn, 
Ramsgate. London: 8yo. pp. 20. Price 1s. 


It is wise to make passing events subserve 
the enforcement of common-place but important 
truths, Mr, Daniell has very properly done so 
in this instance; the Duke of Sussex having 
formerly spent much of his time in the vicinity 
of Ramsgate, and having been as the preacher 
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relate to religion. It is not without great 
hope that we regard the progress of 
modern controversy ; and although the 


conflict be painful and afflictive, we anti- | 


cipate the most salutary and glorious 
results. In the history of our world the 
plan of divine providence is being rapidly 
developed,—the harvest is drawing nigh ; 
but this géneral progress is perfectly com- 
patible with alternations of light and dark- 
ness, just as the approach of the summer 
is consistent with sunshine and rain, and 
with the changes of day and night. The 
religious controversies of the age will 
end, we believe, in the discovery and 
triumph of truth, and in the eventual 
establishment of righteousness and peace. 
They seem to differ from similar contro- 
versies of any past age, in the fact that 
they are more general, being on such 
various topics, and carried on by such 
various parties, as to ensure, by the very 
number of the combatants and the sub- 
jects of dispute, a fair field and no favour. 

As baptists, downright nonconformists, 
the ultra-protestants, if men please so to 
term us, of the age in which we live, we 
ean scarcely forbear a quiet, gentle, and 
we will say too good-natured, smile over 
the volume before us. It is, decidedly, 
a book worth reading, creditable to the 
author’s intellectual vigour, and prompt- 
ed, we do not doubt, by sterling sincerity 
and honesty of purpose, The Book of 
Common Prayer,—although, we confess, 
with our puritanical eyes we could never 
quite see it so,—we always supposed to 
be, in the estimation of its upholders, a 
clear, consistent, and explicit enuncia- 
tion of Christian doctrine. We thought 
that the book generally, and more especi- 
ally the articles, were intended by cer- 
tain civil and ecclesiastical functionaries, 
under whose authority they are pub- 
lished, “‘to conserve and maintain the 
church in unity of true religion and in 
the bond of peace, and not to suffer 
unnecessary disputations, altercations, 
or questions to be asked which may 
nourish faction both in the church and 
commonwealth.” It is true that the 
wisdom of the means which were in- 
tended to promote this end always 
appeared to us rather dubious ; but 
we never doubted that such was the 
design which the advocates of the 
Book of Common Prayer intended 
faithfully to promote. The book has 
now been in circulation for no less a 
space of time than two hundred and 
fifty years. It might be a fair, and not 
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altogether irrelevant question, to ask, 
whether it has answered its end ? 
whether within the church, whose espe- 
cial unity and uniformity in faith and 
practice it was intended to promote, 
there be any result to compensate all 
the energy by which it has been defended 
and sustained, and the pains and penal- 
ties by which it has been enforced. If 
we can suppose our readers, in simple 
ignorance of ecclesiastical history and of 
the present condition of religious parties 
in these kingdoms, making such an in- 
quiry, we are sure they would be aston- 
ished to discover in reply, that a book 
which was ordained to promote unity 
has ever since its introduction caused 
two kingdoms to ring with strife ; is even 
now £0 little understood by its advocates, 
that it is quite necessary, two hundred 
and fifty years after its publication, to 
write treatises of considerable length 
and ability to explain its meaning in 
relation to some of the most important 
parts of Christian truth ; and that even 
when these are written, not one half of 
the admirers of the prayer book will 
thank the labourer for his toil, or be at 
all satisfied with its results. And yet, 
however much astonishment the serious 
contemplation of them may awaken, 
these are facts which few will have the 
hardihood to deny, and none be able to 
disprove. 

The sense of the Book of Common 
Prayer, and the sense of the articles 
also, are, according to the general assent 
and consent of the clergy and laity of 
the English church, still undetermined, 
—a matter still in nubibus, and which 
has as fair a prospect as anything else of 
being discovered by the first trip of the 
aerial machine. Gravely do we urge on 
the attention of those who cherish so 
fond a desire for the realization of an 
outward unity and uniformity which can 
be secured by human expedients, the 
propriety of adopting some new method ; 
inasmuch as the very book which was 
to quiet the confusion has only proved 
another apple of discord and afreshjbone 
of strife. We submit, that by with- 
drawing the prayer-book altogether 
they could not do harm, and they might | 
possibly do great good. Searchers for 
truth might then look right into the serip- 
tures themselves, rather than be encum- 
bexed with the imperfect inventions and 
second-hand thoughts of men of like 
passions with themselves. Although for 


our own guidance it be a matter of little 
2Y 
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importance as to what is the exact mean- 
ing of the prayer book on certain solemn 
topics of which it ambiguously treats, yet 


we cannot be so far indifferent to the. 


spiritual weifare of the thousands who in 
authority esteem it in dubious proximity 
with the words of inspiration, as to regard 
without interest any inquiry concerning 
what the prayer-book really does teach. 
We will therefore, as briefly as may be 
consistent with fairness, lay before our 
readers a statement of Mr. Armytage’s 
theory on the subject of which he writes. 
Jt is one on which, if we mistake not, 
he represents more or less the opinions 
of many excellent and thoughtful mem- 
bers of the English establishment. 

The author begins by citing those 
passages in the service of the church for 
the ministration of the public baptism of 
infants, which appear most plainly to 
assert the doctrine of baptismal regenera- 
tion. He discusses three modes of in- 
terpreting them, and proposes a fourth 
which he considers the true one. The 
first is that which supposes the positive 
efficacy of the sacraments, if rightly 
administered. It is the view of the 
tractarian party in Oxford, and of a very 
large portion of the clergy of the estab- 
lishment. This theory Mr. Armytage 
explicitly and vigorously repudiates and 
opposes. The second method of inter- 
pretation is that which supposes the 
ordinance of baptism to be intended to 
attest regeneration rather than to confer 
it ; assuming that all subjects of baptism 
are already regenerate before coming to 
that ordinance. In treating of this theory 
our author experiences no difficulty in 
proving that it is not the theory of the 
prayer-book. He labours to show that 
it is not that of the bible, by citing texts 
of scripture which affirm baptism to be 
the means of conferring spiritual blessing. 
This fact, it appears to us, may be ad- 
mitted, without overturning the theory 
with which our author supposes it in- 
compatible. We can see no reason why 
baptism may not be the sign of having 
received spiritual blessing, and the means 
of conferring it also. It remains for our 
author to prove,—and this is the most 
difficult task,—that the blessings before 
baptism are not regeneration, and that 
those which follow necessarily are. The 
third theory is that which supposes the 
phrases of the baptismal service the lan- 
guage of charitable hope. With an 
honesty which we were glad to meet 
with, he plainly asserts the unreason- 
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ableness of such a hope in regard to the 
great majority of infants brought to re- 
ceive baptism. His own theory we will 
allow him to explain in his own words. 


“It appears that, according to scripture and 
the church of England, regeneration, or the new 
birth, is not either faith or repe ce, or both 
of these together, however true and truly effected 
by divine grace they may be, but something 
more and greater; inasmuch as faith and re- 
pentance are necessary in order that by bap- 
tism regeneration may be obtained and ex- 
perienced.” . “ My position is, that re- 
pentance and faith, sincere and true, are always 
the prerequisite qualifications ; and baptism a 
divinely ordained, and therefore generally, 
though not universally, requisite means for ob- 
taining spiritual regeneration; and that this 
spiritual regeneration consists in the remission 
of sins, adoption, the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and salvation; according to Acts ii. 38, and 
Mark xvi. 16. Iam not denying, or doubting, 
that true repentance and faith are the special 
work of the: Holy Spirit in the soul of man; 
but I am maintaining that these are not, in 
propriety of language, regeneration,” 


In expounding this theory our author 
frequently and carefully guards his 
readers against any supposed necessary 
efficacy in the administration of baptism, 
confining himself to the definition of a 
sacrament as furnished by the English 
church, viz. that it is a sign, means, and 
pledge of spiritual blessing. Differing 
widely as we do from our author’s 
opinions regarding the extent to which 
the ordinance is to be administered, we 
find in part a correspondence between 
our own ideas of the nature and import- 
ance of Christian baptism and the theory 
which he propounds and advocates. In 
our estimation baptism is not a meagre 
and trivial form, but in it, as in all acts 
of obedience to the will of Christ, there 
are blessing and life. The texts of scrip- 
ture in which baptism is spoken of as 
connected with spiritual blessing appear 
to jis, whatever ambiguity may otherwise 
attach to them, plainly to teach that the 
administration of this Christian ordinance 
is intended not only to be a sign of bless- 
ings already received, but a means of 
communicating continued life and health 
to the soul. Entertaining this opinion, 
we still reject with abhorrence the doc- 
trine of sacramental eflicacy, and assign 
to obedience to the Christian institution 
of baptism no privilege distinct in kind 
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daily with the following invocation, ‘Saint 
Francis Xavier, pray for us.’ 

“ And all the members have indulgences 
granted to them, applicable to the souls in 
purgatory. 

“Such is popery in 1842, and in her dis- 
tant missions! What the Christianity must 
be propagated on such principles, and by a 
society governed by such motives, need not 
be inquire 5 


NEW CHAPEL. 
LEWES. 


The baptist church and congregation at 
Lewes having for some years felt the great im- 
portance of a new chapel,—having no school- 
rooms, and a very inferior vestry, in a delapi- 
dated state—and having been considerably 
increased since the labours of Mr. Pulsford 
amongst them in Decemberand January last,— 
the first stone of a new chapel was laid on 
Thursday, May 18, 1843, by Mr. Ebenezer 
Davis, the minister of the place. 

A suitable address was delivered by the 
Rey. J. Sortain, A.M, of Brighton, in which 
he dwelt forcibly on the great importance and 
loveliness of union amongst Christians of all 
denominations. In the evening the Rev. W. 
Savory of Brighton preached an animated 
discourse in the lecture room of the Mechanics’ 
Institute, which is used during the rebuilding 
of the chapel. The chapel is to be completed 
(». vy.) in October next. 


NEW CHURCH. 
MILLSBRIDGE, NEAR HUDDERSFIELD. 


A baptist church was formed at this place 
on the 24th of May. Brother Hirst of 
Blackley introduced the service by prayer. 
Brother Holmes of Polemoor gave a descrip- 
tion of the nature of a gospel church, and 
the duties and privileges of its members. One 
of twenty members who were dismissed from 
the church at Salendine Nook then gave an 
account of the efforts which had been made 
to form an interest at Millsbridge, and brother 
Holmes gave,them the right hand of fellow- 
ship; after which brother Walton of Lock- 
wood preached, and the Lord’s Supper was 
administered to nearly 100 persons, chiefly 
members of the churches at Salendine Nook, 
Lockwood, and Meltham: brother Thomas of 
Meltham presided at the Lord’s table. 


ORDINATIONS. 
SULGRAVE. 


On Tuesday May 23, 1843, the Rey. T. 
Bumpus was publicly recognized as the pastor 
of the baptist church at Sulgraye, Northamp- 
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tonshire. The interesting services of the day 
commenced with a prayer meeting, convened 
at four o’clock in the morning and continued 
until seven o’clock, during which time ad- 
dresses were delivered by Messrs. Bumpus, 
Kinman, and Sibley. The more public ser- 
vices commenced at half past ten o'clock, 
when the chapel and adjoining tent, erected 
for the occasion, were filled to overflowing. 
The Rev. J. Price of Middleton Cheney read 
the 33rd chapter of Ezekiel and prayed. 
The Rey. W. Williams of Weston by Weedon 
delivered an introductory address explanatory 
of the nature and constitution of a gospel 
church, received from the church and minister 
a statement of the leadings of Providence in 
reference to their union, and implored the 
divine blessing upon the connexion thus pub- 
licly recognized. The Rev. W. Gray, Nor- 
thampton, delivered the charge; the Rev. 
G. Jayne of Roade preached to the church 
and congregation; and the Rey. T. Philips 
closed the service by prayer. 

In the evening Mr. J. Coles of Bugbrook 
read the scriptures and prayed. The Rev. G. 
Ashmead, Kingsthorpe, preached, and the Rev. 
T. Bumpus concluded the services of the day 
by a short address and prayer. Messrs. Cave, 
Morriss, and Goodman kindly assisted in 
conducting the devotional exercises. 


On the following day the ordinance of bap- 
tism was administered. The Rey. T. Philips 
of Earl’s Barton preached from Acts viii. 
latter part of verse 39, “and he went on his 
way rejoicing.” The Rev. W. Gray of Nor- 
thampton addressed the congregation assem- 
bled at the baptistery, situated in an orchard 
adjoining the chapel, and prayed; after which 
the newly recognized pastor immersed ten 
candidates for church fellowship. The Rev. 
W. Williams concluded by prayer. 

In the evening the Rev. W. Williams 
preached from Luke xix. 10, “ For the Son 
of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” The whole of the services were of 
an interesting and impressive character, the 
influence of which has already appeared in 
awakening conviction in the breasts of some, 
and confirming the pious resolutions of others, 


WEST DRAYTON, MIDDLESEX. 


On the 24th of May the recognition of Mr. 
James Stanger took place, as pastor of the 
baptist church West Drayton, the Rev. W. 
Nash, their former pastor having lately entered 
on foreign missionary work. ‘The Rey. 
G. Hawson of Staines stated the nature of a 
gospel church, and asked the usual questions. 
The Rev. T. Welsh of Uxbridge offered up 
the ordination prayer, with laying on of hands. 
The Rev. Dr. Cox gave the charge, and the 
Rey. A. G. Fuller of Bow preached to the 
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people in the evening. The Revds. W. 
Collins, S. Lillyerop, and J. George took part 
in the services of the day. This service was 
held in connexion with the sixteenth anni- 
versary of this place of worship, and was” 
found to be an interesting occasion to all 
present. May the divine blessing rest abun- 
dantly on both pastor and people! 


DUNMOW, ESSEX. 


Mr. John Saxley, who was sometime an 
agent in the city mission, being led in the 
all-wise providence of God to Dunmow, was 
invited to preach with a view to the pastoral 
office. After labouring there for some time, 
the congregation and church being increased 
and highly gratified, Mr. Saxley received a 
unanimous call from the church to become 
their pastor, which he accepted, and on Wed- 
nesday, May 24, he was ordained to the pas- | 
toral office. The Rev. B. Hodgkins of | 
Bishop’s Stortford delivered the introductory | 
discourse, and proposed the usual questions. 
The Rev. J. Wilkinson, A.M., of Saffron 
Walden being prevented by indisposition, the 
Rev. R. Robinson offered the ordination 
prayer; the Rev. James Upton of Poplar, 
Mr. Saxley’s first pastor, had engaged to de- 
liver the charge, but through affliction was 
unable to be present, in consequence of which | 
Mr. Saxley’s second pastor, the Rey. C. 
Robinson of Brentford, delivered an impres- 
sive and solemn: charge. In the evening the 
sermon to the people was preached from those 
appropriate words, “ Encourage him.” 


MARGATE, 


Ebenezer chapel, Margate, was re-opened 
for public worship on Tuesday, May 30. At 
seven o’clock a prayer meeting was held, which 
was numerously attended. The Rev. Dr. Cox 
preached in the morning an appropriate and 
impressive discourse from Gen, xxviii. 17, 
The Rev, J. Aldis addressed a large congre- 
gation in the evening, from Psalm xxvi. 8. 

On Wednesday, the Rey. H. J. Gamble 
was recognized as pastor of the church, The 
Rey. Dr. Godwin of Oxford delivered a lucid 
and forcible statement of the principles of 
protestant nonconformity, and the Rey. Dr. 
Murch addressed the minister and people. 
The congregations were large, and the collec- 
tions amounted to £60. The Reyds. Davis, 
Cresswell, Daniell, Scott, Jennings, Rosser, 
Hunt, Cramp, and Gunning were present on 
the occasion. 

The chapel is now capable. of affording 
accommodation to 800 people. The exterior 
has been entirely remodelled ; a neat portico 
covering the entrance to the body of the 
chapel. The ascent to the galleries has been | 
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removed from the front to the spacious side 
entrances, Altogether a considerable im- 
provement has been made both in the exterior 
and interior of the building, which now pre- 
sents a respectable and attractive appearance. 


BOLTON. ‘ 

Mr. James Fyfe of Horton College, Brad- 
ford, having in March last received from the 
baptist church of this town, formerly under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. W. Fraser of 
Lambeth, a unanimous invitation to become 
their pastor, entered upon his labours on the 
16th of April, and on the 9th of June was 
ordained to the pastorate in the baptist chapel, 
Moor Lane. The Rey. C. Baker of Stock- 
port read the scriptures and prayed; the Rev. 
J.Davis of Manchester gave an introductory 
address, explaining the nature of a Christian 
church and the principles of protestant dissent; 
the Rev. C. Thompson of Manchester offered 
the ordination prayer; and the Rev. J. Ack- 
worth, A.M., of Horton College delivered an 
affectionate and impressive charge to the 
pastor. In the afternoon the venerable J. 
Lister of Liverpool preached to the church. 
The Revds, Valler of Salford, D. Thompson 
of Chowbert, J. Lord of Horton College, with 
the Revds. J. D. Elliot and D. Nimmo, inde- 
pendent ministers of the town, assisted in the 
devotional exercises. At five o’clock upwards 
of 200 of the friends took tea together in the 
chapel, when excellent addresses were deli- 
vered by most of the above ministers. 

On the following sabbath the Rev. C. 


{| Thompson of Manchester preached, and the 
| newly ordained pastor baptized seven young 


persons, (six scholars and one teacher of the 
sabbath school); and in the afternoon the 
Lord’s supper was celebrated. This was a 
high day, and a season of refreshing from the 


| presence of our heavenly Father, both to 


pastor and people. 


KINGSBRIDGE, DEVON. 


The Rev. A. W. Gillson, late of Stepney 
College, has accepted a unanimous invitation 
from the baptist church, Kingsbridge, and has 
entered on his pastoral duties, with prospects 
of usefulness highly encouraging. 


WORSTEAD, NORFOLK. 


The Rey. C. T. Keen, late of Exeter, has 
accepted a unanimous invitation to the pas- 
torate of the church at Worstead, and has 
entered on the duties of that office with 
pleasing indications of usefulness. 


BRIEF NOTICES, 


remarks, “one of the brightest ornaments of | 
the illustrious House of Brunswick ; a man 
whose place will not be easily supplied, and 
whom, to speak after the manner of men, it is 
difficult to spare in this crisis of our nation’s 
history.” 


A Lecture on Christian Missions to the Heathen, 
Delivered at the Request of the Committee of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, in Crosby 
Hali, London, April 26, 1843. By Joun 
SHepparp, Author of “ Thoughts on Private 
Devotion,” §c., §c. London: 8vo, pp. 47. 
Price Is, 

This ingenious and carefully prepared address 
gave universal satisfaction, we believe, to the 
respectable audience who listened to it. We 
concurred in the request for its publication, and 
we now thank Mr. Sheppard for his compliance. 
The profits will be applied to the funds of the 


mission. 


Sabbaths at Home; or a Help to their Right 
Improvement : Founded on the Forty-second 
and Forty-third Psalms, intended for the use of 
pious Persons when prevented from attending 
the public worship of God. By Henry 
Marcu. London: 12mo, Price 5s. 

The title of this work sufficient explains its 
nature and design. To a great number of pious 
Christians it will prove, we do not doubt, a use- 
ful volume for private devotion. The verses of 
the psalms are in order explained, and their 
meaning illustrated in a series of discourses, to 
each of which is appended a hymn. As a simple 
and pleasing exposition of scriptural truth it 
cannot fail to be generally acceptable, 


Account of the Proceedings of the Thirty-first 
Annual Session of the Baptist Union, held in 
London, April 19, 21, 24, 26, and 28, 1843 ; 
with the Report of the State of the Denomi- 
nation, and an Appendix. (ondon: Houl- 
ston and Stoneman. 8yo. pp. 80. 

In addition to the usual contents of the re- 
port, there is this year an appendix containing 
a list of evangelical baptist churches in Great 
Britain and Ireland, the dates of formation, the 
names of their pastors, the time of the settle- 
ment of each, and as far as could be ascertained 
the number of their members, sunday school 
scholars, village stations, and additions during 
the last year. Such information is in various 


ways useful, particularly in facilitating public 
business; and its compilation is a work of 
greater difficulty than can easily be imagined by 
those who have no practical acquaintance with 
such undertakings. As no such list has been 
published since the year 1840, it must have cost 
much labour to produce one with the degree of 
accuracy that appears in this. Perfect accuracy 
in such a document must never be expected; 
and the few errors that we have observed in 
these pages, are not in general very material. 
Every minister of the denomination should en- 
deayour to possess himself of a copy. 


Ephraim Holding’s Homely Hints to Sunday 
School Teachers. London: Sunday School 
Union, 24mo. pp. 194. 


Lively, shrewd, and practical. Prefixed to 
each ehapter is a question; and the recital of 
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these will at once give an idea of the book, and 
be a lesson to all teachers. The questions are, 
How are you going about it? Do you learn 
while you teagh ? Are your scholars glad to 
see you? Cun you bear reproof? Do you 
study the habits of young people? Do you 
look backwards and forwards? Are you 
prayerful, hopeful, and trustful? Are you 
patient and persevering ? Do you abhor deceit? 
Do you turn passing occurrences to advantage? 
What is your stock of information? Are you 
fond of children? Can you make sacrifices ? 
Do you know that knowledge is not wisdom ? 
What you gain do you retain ? 


What Next? or, an Appeal to Sunday School 
Teachers, By One of Themselves, London: 
Houlston & Stoneman. Foolscap 8vo. pp. 7. 


Pertinent and seasonable advice. ‘The writer 
is, we believe, an active member of the Sunday 
School Union Committee, 


. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


Approved. 


The Holy Bible, containing the Old and New Tes- 
taments, translated out of the Original Tongues -: 
Accompanied throughout with a brief Hermeneutical 
and Exegetical Commentary and Revised Version. 
By the Rey. T. J. Hussey, D.D., Rector of Hayes, 
Kent. Part IV. London: Imp. 8vo. Price 2s, 6d. 


Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature. By JoHN 
Kitto, Editor of the “ Pictorial Bible,” &c. &c. 
Assisted by various able Scholars and Divines. Part 
Ill. Edinburgh: Black. 


Letters on Missions, by Winttram Swan, Late 
Missionary in Siberia. With an Introductory Pre- 
face, by WILLIAM ORME, Late Foreign Secretary to 
the London Missionary Society. Second Edition. 
London: 12mo. pp. 302. Price 4s. 


Truth and Error ; or, the Union of Truth the De- 
struction of Error. London: Snow. 12mo. pp. B11. , 


Protestant Nonconformity in its Relation to Learn- 
ing and Piety: an Inaugural Discourse, delivered at 
the opening of the Lancashire Independent College. 
By Ropert VAuGuan, D.D., President of the College 
and Professor of Theology. London: 8vo. pp. 54. 
Price 1s. 6d. 


Suppression of the Opium Trade. The Speech of 
the Right Hon. Lord Asuiey, M.P., in the House 
of Commons, on Tuesday, April 4, 1843. Published 
by permission, and corrected by his Lordship. Lon- 
don: Houlston & Stoneman. 8vo. pp. 55. 


Pastoral Solicitude. A Sermon, occasioned by the 
Death of the Rey. Thomas Jackson, Minister of 
Stockwell Chapel; Addressed to his Church and 
Congregation, on Sunday Morning, March 26, 1843. 
By GuorGe Couiison, Divinity Tutor in Hackney 
Theological Seminary. London: 8vo. pp. 21. Price 1s. 


The Eclectic Review. 


June, 1843, 
Price 2s. 6d. 


London +: 


Christian Union. A Full Report of the Proceed- 
ings of the Great Meeting held at Exeter Hall, June 
1, 1843, to promote and extend Christian Union. 
Published with the Sanction of the Committee, and 
corrected by the various Speakers. ondon: 12mo, 
pp. 69. Price 6d. 
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ASIA. 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN INDIA, 


The following account of the progress and 
present strength of the church of England in 
India, is taken from Dr, Wilson’s ‘* Metropo- 
litical Charge.” 


‘“« The number of the reverend clergy on the 
Bengal Establishment, as allowed by the 
honourable company, is fifty-one, and with 
those at the straits fifty-three, of whom thirty- 
four are in their active duties as chaplains : 
two more are announced, and four are imme- 
diately to be appointed; whilst eleven are 
absent on sick leave. A great improvement 
has thus taken place since January 1841, 
when we had only twenty-four in the fields of 
labour, and no appointments had been noti- 
fied. The reverend missionaries, and other 
clergy not on the company’s establishment 
are thirty-seven, and with three absent on 
account of health, and two, though not yet 
licensed, occasionally labouring,—forty-two : 
in 1838 there were only twenty-nine. They 
thus exceed by eight the resident chaplains— 
the large addition being principally owing to 
the very meritorious exertions of the Church 
Missionary Society to meet the demands at 
Agra and Krishnaghur, where they have now 
nine or ten missionaries. ) 

“Our entire body of clergy is ninety-five, 
[in diocese of Madras, ninety-two; Bombay, 
thirty-two. Total 219.] the number in 1838 
having been sixty-nine; and when the first 
honoured and revered bishop of this see was 
in the care of the diocese, fifteen: so that we 
have increased, through God’s goodness, more 
than sixfold in twenty years. 

“The number of young persons who haye 
been confirmed during the course of the second 
visitation, has’been 2199; which is 651 more 
than during the first; and added to the 739 
confirmed in Calcutta previously to that period, 
raises the aggregate to 4476, a number not 
discouraging, when it is considered that the 
civil and military servants of the company 
come out generally after the age for confirma- 
tion, and that their children go home long be- 
fore. 

“The attendance on the services of our 
church, in the nine churehes and chapels in 
and about Calcutta, was this Easter 3922; 
the communicants 915: in 1838 the amount 
was 3038 and 839; showing an increase in the- 
congregations, during the four years, of 884, 
and in the communicants of seventy-six; and 


raising the proportion, if children be deducted, 


to about one-third; which, however much be- 
low what we should ardently desire and labour 
for, is yet a cause of thankfulness to almighty 
God. 

“ The stations and places where the services 


| of our church are celebrated are fifty-four; to 


which, if we subjoin those occasionally visited, 
the number amounts to about eighty. The 
sacred edifices erected, or under erection, are 
seventy ; which, with five new churches in 
advanced preparation,and many native chapels 
in the various missions, amount to nearly 100. 

“The ordinations which I have had occasion 
to hold since 1838, have been five; one at 
Meerut, one at Allahabad, and three at Cal- 
cutta. Thirty-one priests and twenty-eight 
deacons have been admitted to holy orders in 
these and the eighteen preceding ordinations 
celebrated since I arrived in the diocese in 
1832. 

“* And here I must pause to express to you 
my deep sympathy at the heavy losses which 
we have sustained since the last visitation. I 
then mentioned that the single death which 
had occurred during four years, out of sixty- 
nine clergy, the Rev. Mr. Knorpp’s, of Be- 
nares, was a favourable average for India. It 
has pleased God to permit that since that 
time eight should have fallen, out of the 
number of eighty-eight; and including a can- 
didate for holy orders, nine. Of these, six 
were chaplains in the honourable company’s 
service, the Rey. Messrs. Arnold, Ward, 
Allen, Backhouse, Boyes, and Dunkin; two 
were not, Messrs. Hughes and Wybrow; and 
one, Mr, Evans, wasa student for the church.” 


THE ROMISH CHURCH IN INDIA. 


From the same source we derive the fol- 
lowing sentences : 


“The number of popish clergy poured into 
India during the last seven years is incredible; 
their bishops schismatically exercising their 
functions within the canonical and legal dio- 
ceses of our protestant church, and claiming 
our titles and offices. 

“Tn India they boast of seven bishops, four 
coadjutors, 739 priests, and 800,000 Roman 
catholics. For the whole Roman catholic 
world, 300 bishops, and more than 152 
millions of Roman catholics. Their receipts 
for 1839, were 1,895,681 francs; and for 
1840, nearly 2,500,000 franes, or £100,000. 

“The superstitions propagated amongst 
the ‘subscribers may be judged of by this. 
The prayers of each member are to be closed 
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ASSOCIATION. 


NORTHERN ASSOCIATION OF BAPTIST CHURCHES. 


The annual session of this association, 
founded in 1699, was held on Monday and 
Tuesday the 5th and 6th of June. On 
Monday evening the Rev. Joseph Burton 
preached at Broomhaugh from Acts iv. 12; 
after which a collection was made in aid of 
the Baptist Union. On Tuesday morning the 
Rey. D. Douglas of Hamsterly preached the 
“ association sermon ” to a large audience at 
Broomley, from Rey. i. 17, 18; and in the 
evening a public Home Missionary meeting 
was held (the Rev. W. Fisher in the chair), 
when the claims of home missions were ad- 
vocated by the Rev. Messrs. Burton, Mellis, 
Osborne, and others. 

Among the ministers and messengers from 
the several churches were the Rey. R. Pen- 
gilly, Messrs. J. L. Angas, J. Potts, J. Brad- 
burn, and R. , from Newcastle; Rey. 
J. D. Carrick, North Shields; Rev. J. Sneath 
and Mr. R. Smeary, South Shields; Mr. 
Potts, Stockton; Rev. J. Mellis, Middleton-in- 
Teesdale ; Rev. D. Douglas, Hamsterly; Rev. 
J.J. Osborne, Brough; Rev. W. M‘Gowan and 
Mr. Marshall, Shotlesfield; Rev. E. Lewis 
and Mr. Angus, Wolsingham, &c. &c. The 
letters from the several churches showed a 
considerable increase in the denomination 
during the past year; and on the whole the 
accounts were cheering. The business meetings 
were held at Broomley, when the Rev. W. 
Fisher, pastor of the church in that place, 
was chosen moderator, and the Rey. R. Pen- 
gilly of Newcastle, Secretary; and among the 
several resolutions adopted were the following : 

“J. That in the deliberate judgment of this asso- 
ciation, the modifications proposed by the right hon. 
Sir James Graham in the educational clauses of the 
Factories Bill are most unsatisfactory ; leaving the 
objectionable principles, and many of the details of 
the measure in full force; and, therefore, that the 
association strongly recommend that it should be 
still opposed by all constitutional means, and by 
every friend of civil and religious freedom. 

«2. That we admire and give thanks to God for 
the constancy and holy consistency of our persecuted 
brethren on the continent of Europe ; especially 
the Rey. Messrs. Oncken and Monster; and that 
we sympathize deeply with them and others in all 
their sufferings. 

“3. That we entertain, and have unfeigned plea- 
sure in expressing, our perfect confidence in the 
manly piety and stern integrity of the baptist 
missionaries in Jamaica; and trust that the painful 
trials they have experienced may be overruled by a 
gracious Providence for the furtherance of the gospel. 

“4, That on the occasion of the decease of his 
royal highness the Duke of Sussex, this association 
record their high admiration and grateful remem- 
brance of this illustrious prince as the uncompro- 
mising friend of civil and religious freedom. 

“5, That in the opinion of this association, the 
avowed and strenuons effort now making on the part 
of the established church, to possess herself of the en- 
tire control of education, as ‘ the supreme instructress 
of the nation,’ is an additional and demonstrative evi- 
dence that there is no security for the religious or civil 
liberties of Englishmen, short of dissolving the con- 
nexion between the church and state. That it be 
therefore reeommended to the ministers and members 
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of the churches, to diffuse throughout their respec- 
tive localities, and especially amongst the younger 
members of their congregations, more correct infor- 
mation as to the history of protestant nonconformity 
and its principles as taught in the New Testament, 
than has been hitherto possessed. 

“6. That we record our approval of the editor of 
the Baptist Magazine, in publishing accounts of the 
various associations last year; and we would take 
this opportunity of recommending it, and also the 
Baptist Reporter, to the increased support of our 
churches.” 


A petition to the house of Commons was 
adopted, founded on the first resolution, to be 
presented by Mr. Ogle, M.P., and Mr. Bell, 
M.P., to be requested to give it his support. 

The next association was fixed to be held 
at Wolsingham, in Whitsunweek, 1844, the 
Rey. W. Fisher to preach the association 
sermon. 


STATISTICS. 
Baptized : é 3 96 
Received by letter . ~ 10 
Restored > : fn 
— 114 
Decrease by death 11 . 
By letter “ 4 = 13 
Withdrawment or removal 7 
Exclusion 5 7 . 
— 35 
Clear increase & A 79 
Churches in the association . 5 « 10 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MR. T. YOUNG. 


Died, on the 22nd of May, at Grove Lane, 
Camberwell, in the seventy-second year of his 
age, Mr. Thomas Young, for many years of 
Burford, Oxon, and late of Her Majesty’s 
customs. His end was peace. 


MRS, TAIT, 


Died, at Edinburgh, on 26th of May last, 
Mrs. Agnes McNaughten, wife of Mr. William 
Tait, agent and cloth manufacturer there. 
She was for twenty-five years a consistent mem- 
ber of the baptist church under the pastoral 
care of Mr. Innes, and fell asleep in Jesus in 
her forty-sixth year, deeply vegretted by her 
family, and a large circle of Christian friends, 


MR. J. GRAY. 


Died, on the 30th of May, Mr. John Gray, 
for many years a consistent member of the 
baptist church, Bishop’s Stortford. He was 
constant in his attendance on the means of 
grace, both on the sabbath, and in the week. 
On the preceding Lord’s day he attended five 
religious services, though in his seventy-fourth 
year. His pastor, Mr. Hodgkins improved his 
death to a very large congregation on sabbath 
evening, June 4, from Numbers xxiii. 10, 
“ Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end he like his.” oe who 
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knew him he was much respected, asa humble, 
peaceable, and sincere Christian. 


WILLIAM COZENS, ESQ. 


It is our painful duty to record the death 
of William Cozens, Esq., of London, many 
years connected with the church in Alie 
Street, under the pastoral care of the late 
Rey. W. Shenston, and latterly one of the 
deacons of the church in John Street, Gray’s 
Inn Road. This melancholy event took place 
about eight miles from Limerick, in Ireland. 
Mr. Cozens was on a tour in that country, 
accompanied by Mrs. Cozens, and at the time 
was proceeding to Limerick, by the canal 
leading from the Shannon to that city. As 
the boat was passing through one of the 
locks, Mr. Cozens looked out of a window, 
and received a blow on his head, of the effects 
of which he died on Saturday evening, the 
17th of June. 

Mr, Cozens was a man of eminent piety, 
undeyiating consistency of deportment, and 
active usefulness. He was a liberal supporter 
of our denominational institutions, particularly 
the mission and the Irish Society, of whose 
committees he wasa member. His loss will 
be severely felt, not only by his family and 
friends, but also by all with whom he was 


accustomed to cooperate in the work of the 
Lord. 


MISCELLANEA, 


STEPNEY COLLEGE. 


RESIGNATION OF DR. MURCH, 


At a meeting of the Committee of Stepney 
College, held at Fen Court on the 30th of 
May, 1843, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted :— 

“That this committee have received with 
deep regret the letter of Dr. Murch, inti- 
mating his intention of retiring from his office 
of Theological and resident Tutor at the end 
of the present session, They look back with 
thankfulness on the period of sixteen years, 
during which the Institution has been favour- 
ed with his services. To his learning and 
prudence, to his patience and vigilance, to 
his paternal superintendence of the students 
while residing in the college, and to his in- 
terest in them after they have left it, the 
committee attribute no small part of the 
success which the institution has enjoyed. 
They sympathize with him on the recent 
illness which has made this step necessary. 
They trust that his life, and the life of Mrs, 
Murch, may be spared for many years, and 
that they may be permitted to witness the 
increasing usefulness of the ministers he has 
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trained, and the continued efficiency of the 
institution, whose interests he kas so long 
and so successfully promoted.” 


JosEPH ANGUS, 


Secretaries. 
Samuet Brawn, 


BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION, 
PONTYPOOL, 


The examination of the students in this 
institution took place on the 6th ult. In the 
theological department it was conducted by 
the Rey. D. Rhys Stephen, Newport, aided 
by the neighbouring ministers ; and in the 
classical and mathematical by Mr. George C. 
Daniel, Bristol. The examiners have fur- 
nished a highly gratifying report of the pro- 
gress of the young men in their studies. 
Twenty students have enjoyed the advantages 
of the institution during the past year. 

We regret to learn that there is a debt of 
about £200 against the society, and that the 
committee are apprehensive of the necessity 
of curtailing the usefulness of the college for 
want of funds, The Rey. Stephen Price, 
one of the secretaries, has been deputed to 
visit London ; the Rev. George Thomas, the 
classical tutor, Bristol; and the Rev. Thomas 
Thomas, the president, Birmingham, Liver- 
pool, and other places; and it is sincerely 
hoped their application for pecuniary aid will 
be successful. 


FACTORIES BILL. 


At a meeting of the Committee of the 
Baptist Union, June 20th, the following 
resolutions were adopted :— 

“That this committee record with un- 
bounded satisfaction and the liveliest grati- 
tude to God the abandonment by her Ma- 
jesty’s government of the educational clauses 
of the Factories Bill, in consequence of the 
unprecedented exertions of the friends to 
civil and religious freedom, and to liberty of 
education, in presenting no less than 13,600 
petitions, with 2,068,059 signatures against 
the original bill, and 10,777 petitions up to 
the present time against the amended bill ; 
and that this committee call upon their 
friends throughout the country to unite with 
them in devout thanksgivings to the Supreme 
Ruler for his seasonable interposition in this 
important crisis, 

“That this committee are keenly alive to 
the various indications which are given of a 
disposition to originate other measures on the 
subject of education ; and that they will feel 
it their duty to maintain a jealous and con- 
stant watchfulness in reference to these and 
all other legislative proceedings by which the 
cause of civil and religious liberty may be 
affected.” 
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BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF 
THE GOSPEL AMONG THE JEWS. 


_ A public meeting of this society was held 
in Freemason’s Hall, April 24, 1843 ; John 
Dean Paul, Esq., the treasurer, in the chair. 

The report states that, ‘‘ Fora considerable 
time it had been a subject of deep regret with 
many ministers and members of churches in 
this metropolis and in the country, that no 
society existed in which the friends of Israel, 
belonging to all evangelical communions, 
might find an outlet for their liberality, and a 
rallying-point for their labours and prayers, 
on behalf of that interesting people. After 
repeated meetings and much earnest confer- 
ence, and having been encouraged by overtures 
of cooperation from the General Assembly’s 
Jewish committee, a number of ministers and 
others, conyened by circular, on the 7th of 
November, 1842, formed themselves into an 
association, of which the following are the 
fundamental principles, as expressed in the 
resolutions unanimously adopted on the occa- 
sion : 

“J, That a society be formed, to be called 
‘The British Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel among the Jews.’ 

“II. That the society consist of Christians 
of evangelical principles, interested in the 
propagation of the gospel among the Jews. 

«III, That the more immediate field of 
the society’s operations be London, and the 
larger towns of the united kingdom. 

“IV. That the society shall maintain a 
friendly correspondence and cooperation with 
the church of Scotland’s mission to the Jews. 

‘eV. That the association cordially invite 
the cooperation of ail kindred institutions. 

“VI, That an annual subscription of ten 
shillings constitute membership; and a dona- 
tion of five pounds membership for life. 

“VII. That the committee consist of 
twenty-four ministers, and an equal number 
of laymen; and that the treasurer and secre- 
taries be members ex officiis. 

“Though agreeably to the terms of the 
third of these resolutions, the more immediate 
sphere of the society’s operations is London 
and the larger towns in the united kingdom, 
yet the committee cherish the hope that the 
countenance and support which they shall re- 
ceive from the Christian public will, ere long, 
enable them to extend their labours into 
foreign parts, whither the sons of Jacob have 
been scattered in the dark and cloudy day of 
the Lord’s anger. 

“ The society thus formed has but scarcely 
entered upon its labours. In order more 
extensively to awaken the interest of the 
followers of the Redeemer, the committee 
first of all resolved that a series of lectures 
should be preached, bearing upon the history, 
condition, and prospects of the Jews. These 
lectures have been delivered in the National 


Scotch church, Regent Square, on the evening 
of each successive Friday during the spring 
quarter now ending; and the interested, and 
often crowded auditories which frequented 
them assure the committee that the object 
has been effectually gained.” 


ASSOCIATION FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF 
DUELLING, 


This association, which was formed in Feb- 
ruary, 1842, consists at the present time of 
three hundred and twenty-six members, in- 
cluding twenty-one noblemen, thirteen sons 
of noblemen, fourteen members of the house 
of Commons, fifteen baronets, thirty admirals 
and generals, twenty-three colonels and lieu- 
tenant-colonels, and many other officers. 

The following are the principal rules of the 
society : 

“I, That the following be the basis of this 
association, viz.: The members of this asso- 
ciation, under the fullest conviction that the 
practice of duelling is both sinful and irra- 
tional, and alike contrary to the laws of God 
and man, desire, in dependence on the divine 
blessing, to discountenance by their influence 
and example, and by such other means as 
may appear advisable, the continuance of a 
practice so dishonouring to God, so fraught 
with evil to mankind, and so wholly incom- 
patible with the enlightened and responsible 
state of a nation professing Christianity. 

“III. That the following be the instruc- 
tions to the committee, viz.— 

“1. That with a view to influence public 
opinion they shall endeavour to obtain pointed 
and approved essays on the subject of duelling, 
for circulation, and to prepare articles in a 
brief form for occasional insertion in the 
various periodicals, particularly in those con- 
nected with the naval and military professions. 

“2, That a well digested and brief circular, 
setting forth the objects of the association, be 
prepared for distribution at the discretion of 
the committee. 

“%. That as it is the intention of this asso- 
ciation to proceed inaquiet and unostentatious 
way towards the accomplishment of its ob- 
ject, the committee are not to take any steps 
of a more public character without the pre- 
vious sanction of a general meeting of mem- 
bers. With this qualification they are left to 
the exercise of their best discretion; and they 
are to consider themselves entrusted with the 
admission of members, and to be at liberty to 
convene a meeting of the association when- 
ever it is deemed necessary, or at the written 
request of any ten of the members.” 

Noblemen, officers, and other gentlemen, 
desirous of obtaining further information re- 
specting the association, are requested to 
communicate their wishes to the Honorary Se- 
cretaries, Brunswick House, Hanover Square. 


Aug. 6 


Sep. 3 


Dec. 3 
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SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


RECOMMENDED BY THE SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


Verses for repetition 
from the lesson of 


the previous Sunday. 


1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. 
Titus iii. 5—7,... 
2 Cor iii. 17, 18. 
1 Cor. iii. 5—7.... 
Gal. iii. 1O—13. 


1 John iii. 1—3. 
John xiv. 27 

HHeDi viel llor, 
1 Thess. v. 9—11 


Mark xii, 32, 33 
Luke vi. 35 
Luke xii. 4, 5 ... 


Philip. ii. 5—8'... 


James i, 2—4 
Heb. xiii. 5, 6 ... 
2 Thess. iii. 10-12 


| Luke xvi. 1O—12 


1 Timothy y. 4... 


Matt. xii. 6—8... 
Cole m6) 17 i. 
1 Tim, iv. 8—10 


Romans ii, 8, 9 


Luke xii. 20, 21 
Matt. xiii, 37—43 
Heb, xi. 14—16 
Jude ver. 6, 7... 
Heb. iii. 7—11.,,. 


July to December, 1843. 


SUBJECT FOR THE DAY. 


The work of the Holy Ghost—Conversion 
Peter’s sermon at Cornelius’s house ........+++- 
The work of the Holy Ghost—Sanctification... 
Proofs of being born of God eeececeeeeesensens 
The Holy Ghost blesses spiritual instruction ... 
Liffect of the sermon on the day of Pentecost 
The blessings of religion—Justification 
ADT alten 8 yeti fiCasior even cee teat aces oes 
The blessings of religion— Adoption 
God’s care of his children 


wen eeeeee 


The blessings of religion—Peace 
ASGpI'S TESOlUE Wc. sus.coeeden ote aes 
The blessings of religion—Hope 
SONGS RODE. cas vacec ta heme renee ee 
The blessings of religion—Eternal life 
David's expectataorensces ene eee eee 
Duties—The first great command 
Joshua’s charge 


eee eee ee eer r rrr ry 


Duties—The second great command 
Job's benenolegce cs. vaccceroseee sosneves 
Duties—The fear of God 


Seen ene e nen ee eter eneeeeeee 


UV CREN IE ioe aust otoconia ee eee 
Dutics—Biamiltty | B.ceccvce chery eMeec eee 
LOY AR Pe. Rae cacecacenmeneee Ma aneebcenethas nares 
Duties—Patience and resignation ...............00. 
Job 


ee rere eer tr eee eer ree errr 


Duties— Contentment 
nal ties raver ccaken cack esboceuaensopeaeconeetee 
Duties—Industry 


APNE O eee eee eee e ener eneeeeenene 


Dates BIG Beaty occq eccve shyness aan aceon. 
LAB ES: TSRORESY ccs acansunee secre Meee Rates 
Duties—Filial gratitude and obedience 
Jonadab’s children 
Dora's HRY LW SLG eyes con con usc canc eaten cere ee 
Chrisi’s conduct on the sabbatic 


wee eeeees 


Whee e tees ee weeeeee 


Doing all in the name of Christ 
Prayer in Christ's Name... cceesscaseocoveons 
Godliness profitable for all things 
Solomon’s prayer 
The way of transgressors a hard wa’ 
Saul’s sin and distress 
Death 


PORE Reem eee eet w ene eeeneene 
Pee er eee eee ee eee ee 


a ee Phe nr 
Hell 


RESP ODO ORO eee eeDeedaarecreccnecsecescesesecscceconce 


The Reem eee e wenn eens eeeeneneeenns 


weno 


eee eee rr eee er errr erry 


Lessons 
for reading and 
teaching. 


Titus iii. 

Acts x. 3448. 
2 Corinthians iii. 
1 John iii. 

1 Corinthians iii. 
Acts ii. 37—47. 
Gal, iii. 1—18. 
Rom. iv. 9—25. 
| Gal, iv. 1—20. 
Psalm ciii, 


John xiv. 15—31. 
Psalm xxiii. 
Hebrews vi. 
Jonah i. ii. 

1 Thess, iv. 13 to 
RS xvisy slam Lie 
| Mark xii. 18—34. 
Joshua xxiii. 


Luke vi. 20—38, 
Job xxix, 
Luke xii, 1—12. 
Nehem. y. I—15. 
Philippians fi. 
Gen. xviii, 23-33. 
| James i. 

Job i. 


Hebrews xiii. 
Prov. xxx. 117; 
2 Thess. iii. 
Prov. vi. 1—23. 
Luke xvi. 1—18, 
2 Samuel xvi. 

1 Timothy v. 
Jeremiah xxxy. 
Isaiah lviii. 

Matt. xiii. 1—21. 


Coloss. iii. 1—17. 
John xvi. 19—33. 
1 Timothy iv. 

1 Kings iit, 1—15, 
Romans ii. 1—16. 
1 Samuel xxviii. 
Job xiv. 

Luke xii. 13—32. 


Ecclesiastes xi. 
Matt, xiii. 24—-43, 
Heb. xi. 1—16. 
Rev. vii. 9—17. 
Jude 6—23 

Luke xvi. 19—3]. 
Hebrews iii. 
Matt. xxv. 1—13. 
James iv. 
Numbers xxiii. 


oo 
~j 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON THE VALUE OF CONCESSIONS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—I have been somewhat startled, 
I must confess, by the conclusions to which 
Mr. Trend has come, in his paper “on the 
argument that is founded on the concessions 
and disagreements of opponents” on questions 
of theology, which appeared in your May 
number. He maintains that no baptist can 
consistently use the concessions of a pedobap- 
tist, because to use them is to build religious 
truth on human authority; and because if he 
be guided by the authority of a pedobaptist 
in his facts, he may be guided by him in 
his conclusions too. “The man, therefore, 
who is influenced by authority,” says Mr. 
Trend, ‘ will certainly be biassed by their 
authority in favour of the rite which they 
unanimously believe and practise.” ‘The 
only safe and legitimate use that can be made 
of the concessions of our opponents, is to 
strengthen our distrust of all authority in the 
matter, and to deepen our conviction of the 
importance and duty of personal investigation, 
.... that our faith may stand not in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 

Now this is a very serious conclusion; taken 
up, as it seems to me, under suspicious cir- 
cumstances. Both sides, of course, can quote 
concessions : anda unitarian having’ quoted to 
good purpose, our friend has started an objec- 
tion to the use of such weapons, as unseemly, 
unprotestant, and unchristian. A very serious 
conclusion : for it gives up entirely one of the 
most effective lines of argument on baptism 
in use amongst us. It condemns, as implicit 
popery, the reasonings of Mr. Booth. It 
forbids the introduction amongst our pedo- 
baptist friends of the admirable hand-books 
of Pengilly and Judson; and, as will presently 
appear, closes even the bible itself. 

And all this it does through the double 
meaning of the word authority, and the con- 
sequent misunderstanding of the object Mr. 
Booth had in view in quoting the pedobaptist 
testimonies with which his book is filled. 

We all understand what is meant by the 
authority of God, and what by the authority 
of @ manuscript, or of a witness. In the 
one case it means rightful power; in the 
other it means testimony, and nothing besides. 

Now it is certain that Mr. Booth quotes 
“¢ authorities ” only in this second sense. He 
never dreamt of saying, “ Because Jeremy 
Taylor, for example, admitted that adult 
immersion was the primitive mode, therefore, 


(because of this admission) we are bound to 
be immersionists.” He merely says, “ You 
wish to know what was the primitive practice, 
here then is an unexceptionable witness, 
learned, candid, decisive, upon that question : 
hear him.” 

The propriety, the absolute necessity of this 
course of reasoning will appear plain, if it be 
remembered that the authenticity of the bible, 
and the very meaning of the bible, as well as 
the practice of the early church, are all ques- 
tions of authority, that is, of testimony. We 
believe that the scriptures are the word of 
God, because of the overwhelming amount 
of authority, or evidence on their side. We 
believe that Greek words have certain mean- 
ings, because such meanings are fixed by 
unanimous authority. We believe that such 
or such was the primitive practice, on the 
authority of certain statements in the sacred 
record and in church history; the meaning of 
such statements being already fixed on the 
authority of Greek authors. We know the 
practice, we understand the meaning of the 
precept, through human authority, i.e. through 
testimony: we obey the precept because it 
has the authority of God. 

When, therefore, my brother Trend says 
that “‘ the only use of the concessions (that 
is, the favourable testimony) of opponents is 
to make us distrust all authority (that is, tes- 
timony)'in the matter,” he makes a statement 
that leads to absolute Pyrrhonism and infi- 
delity. If his reasonings are sound, they 
compel us to reject all evideuce because wit- 
nesses are sometimes wrong in their judgment, 
and because to believe a human witness is to 
make “ our faith stand in the wisdom of man,” 
Because Dr. Campbell, as a divine, kept by 
the standards of the Scotch kirk, we must 
stop our ears when, as a scholar, he tells us 
that in classic and sacred authors BarriZw 
means fo dip. Because Dr. Wall was vicar 
of Shoreham therefore we must not believe 
him when he assures us, and proves from 
history, that sprinkling is a novelty, and that 
immersion was the primitive mode. Because 
Dr. Lardner was an Arian we must distrust 
his ‘ Credibility of the Gospel History.” 
These, and a thousand similar conclusions are 
all just, if we are to distrust authority, i. e. 
testimony, because the opinions of the wit- 
nesses have been at times unsound. Nay, 
we must go further; we must reject the 
learning of Carson, and the reasonings of Cox, 
and the scripture examples of Pengilly, be- 
cause to receive their testimony is to “ make 
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our faith stand in the wisdom of man, and 
not in the power of God.” i 

And what is it my friend would substitute 
for confidence in Campbeli’s Greek and Wall’s 
History ? “ Personal investigation” and 
“ individual judgment.” Be it so. And the 
first lesson this investigation will teach him, 
will be, that on the “ authority” of Hesychius, 
or, more properly, of Greek writers, Bamrifw 
means to dip, and that in all ages, from Draco 
to Otho, it has had this meaning. His second 
lesson will be on the “ authority ” of Tertul- 
lian, and wil! teach him that Bamw7riZw began 
in that age to mean fo pour ; or rather, that 
the ordinance was administered in certain 
cases by pouring. But the “ personal inves- 
tigation” rests on “ authority ” still, and the 
‘individual judgment ” still stands in “ the 
wisdom of man.” And if my friend were to 
read every classic from Homer to Bion, and 
every father from Clement of Rome to Cyril 
of Alexandria, he would still find that autho- 
rity, i. e. testimony, settles the usage of lan- 
guage, and determines the very meaning of 
the bible. To “distrust authorities” is to 
distrust the only guide who can lead us to 
truth; and even that distrust my friend is 
compelled to foster by drawing still more 
largely on our confidence in them. 

The value, then, of the concessions of an 
opponent is obvious. They are testimonies 
(for the most part) on matters of fact, the 
proper subjects of evidence. They are testi- 
monies, too, from men whose interests and 
feelings are naturally against their evidence. 
That evidence becomes, therefore, the more 
decisive. It is evidence élicited as by cross- 
examination, and is against the side for which 
they appear, 

But, says my friend, if you believe Bishop 
Taylor on one point, you will be biassed in 
favour of all his views; and from a baptist 
you will become a semi-papist. But why so? 
I can surely take an exposition of Jewish 
practices from Maimonides, without taking 
his Judaism; the learning of Grotius, without 
his Arianism; the testimony of the Greek 
church, without its patriarch. All these 
parties may be good witnesses and bad divines; 
good classics and poor reasoners. May I not 
take their scholarship and leave their divinity ? 
May I not thank them for their facts and 
dispense with their reasonings ? At any 
rate, I must never shun their evidence lest I 
catch their errors, or if I do, and others copy 
me, there will be some danger of the return 
and triumphs of popery, whose worst fault is 
a contempt of all authority, i. e. testimony, 
and the substitution for it of the individual 
judgment of a corrupt church. 

Having said thus much on the value of 
concessions, I may be allowed to express my 
conviction that the study of scripture itself is 
(for most questions, especially those of positive 
command) the directest road to the know- 
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ledge of truth. I think it will be found that 
the texts given in Mr. Pengilly’s Guide have 
done more to convince his readers than all the 
comments, valuable as these are, which are 
appended to them. 
Very sincerely yours, 
JosEPH ANGUS. 


APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Str—It seems desirable, at a time 
when more than usual stress and importance 
is laid on what is called apostolical succession 
by the church of England, to examine how 
far it can be exclusively assumed by the 
ministers of that church. 

By canon thirty-one, the ordination as well 
of deacons as ministers shall be performed in 
the time of divine service, in the presence not 
only of the archdeacon but of the dean and 
two prebendaries at the least, or (if by any 
lawful cause they shall happen to be let or 
hindered) in the presence of four other grave 
persons, being masters of the arts at the least, 
and allowed for public preachers. In practice, 
a less number than is required either by the 
statute 21 Henry VIII. c. 13, or by the fore- 
said canon, is sometimes admitted, by virtue, 
it is said, of the rubric, in the office of ordina- 
tion, which directeth “ that the bishops, with 
the priests present, shall lay their hands upon 
the persons to be ordained ;” implying, as is 
supposed, that if there are but two priests pre- 
sent, it sufficeth by this rubric, which is estab- 
lished by the act of parliament of the 13th 
and 14th Charles II. 

Now it appears clear to me from the ex- 
tracts from the canon and the rubric above 
cited, that the ordination in the church of 
England, by the laying on of hands, is an 
ordination by the priests, the bishop acting as 
one, when he, in common with the other 
priests present, lays his hand on the candi- 
date for ordination, It is evident that the 
ordination would not be according to the order 
prescribed, and therefore I presume would be 
invalid, unless all the priests present laid their 
hands on the head of the person to be ordained. 
As the service is usually conducted by one 
bishop, in conjunction with the other priests 
present, of whom there must be two if not 
four, it follows clearly in my mind that the 
ordination of ministers in the church of Eng- 
land is by the priests, the bishop acting as 
one, ’ 

If this view of the matter be correct, the 
nonconformist ministers who were ejected 
from their livings by the act of uniformity 
passed in the reign of Charles II., had the 
power, and undoubtedly continued the prac- 
tice, of ordination by the imposition of hands, 
from that day to the present; so that all 
ministers amongst the dissenters, who have 
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been ordained by previously ordained minis- 
ters, are as truly to be considered ministers in 
the apostolical succession as the clergy of 
the established church. The same may also 
be said of the large body of Wesleyan minis- 
ters, whose great founder was a regularly 
ordained minister of the church of England. 

I shall not in this letter enter on the state- 
ment, which I hold to be true, that all those 
who have received Christ Jesus as their Lord 
and Master are bound to do all in their power 
to make him known to others. Perhaps some 
other of your correspondents may take up 
this part of the subject. 

I am, dear sir, 
Yours very truly, 
J. L. PHiruires. 

Melksham, May 6, 1843. 


ON MUTUAL SUPPORT IN BUSINESS. 


Dear Str,—Permit me through the medium 
of your magazine to call the attention of our 
churches to a subject which appears to me 
necessary to be carried out to a much greater 
extent than it is at present; viz., the mutual 
support in pecuniary affairs which Christians 
owe to each other. My attention has been 
more particularly drawn to this subject, from 
having heard of the following resolution being 
proposed and adopted by one of our churches, 
and in which I most cordially concur. “ That 
in case of failure in business with any of their 
number, a deputation shall be appointed from 
the church to inquire into the case, and see if 
the party have acted fairly and honestly, and if 
so to sympathize with them.” But still it is 
not complete. The church in my opinion 
should previously put this question to them- 
selves, Have we done all in our power by way 
of support to prevent this sad catastrophe ? 

Though I am not prepared to contend that 
in the existing state of the church it is neces- 
sary to follow out the practice of the early 
Christians, in having all things common, still 
I do maintain that the principle that actuated 
them to this self-denying sacrifice is as incum- 
bent on us now as at that period, and should 
induce us, in every matter of business that we 
may have to transact, to make it a first con- 
sideration whether or not we can benefit in 
any way those to whom we are, or at least 
profess to be, united by ties more sacred than 
those of earth,—to those who “ by one Spirit 
have all been baptized into one body, that the 
members should have the same care one for 
another,” and that ‘whether one member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it, or one 
member rejoice, all the members rejoice with 
it: now are we the body of Christ, and 
members in particular.” 

How shall we render up our account as 
“ stewards of the household of faith,” if we 
do not use that which is committed to our 
trust in that way the word of God directs us. 
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I am persuaded that the honour of God and 
the prosperity of his cause are more intimately 
connected with this part of Christian duty 
than we are at present aware. 

It is a lamentable fact that the competition 
in various branches of our business in day, 
induces men to resort to every species of de- 
ception and adulteration to make purchasers 
believe that their goods are cheaper than their 
neighbours’. Against such a system it is the 
duty of every Christian to make a decided 
stand. Yet it is to be feared that the majority 
encourage, and that many even practise it. 
Let Christians support each other in the 
practise of fair and honest dealing, that the 
world may see that there is a reality in religion. 
Until this is done, in vain shall we pray for 
more copious outpourings of the Holy Spirit, 
—the spiritual energies of the church will be 
paralyzed, and the ways of Zion will not 
cease to mourn. 

It is my firm conviction that if the present 
subscribers were to double the amount of 
their subscriptions to our various public insti- 
tutions and the support of a gospel ministry 
at home, the funds would not be so much 
augmented as by this principle being faith- 
fully and fully carried out. We do not expect 
the worldling to contribute of his substance 
for the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
on the earth, and this should induce every 
Christian to be careful that what he or she 
may have to dispose of is directed to that 
cause which is most likely to accomplish this 
desirable object,—that which should be the 
one object of their efforts as well as prayers. 

It cannot be denied that many of our 
brethren, rather than resort to the present 
detestable system above alluded to for the ex- 
tension of their trade, suffer great privation 
and embarrassment, when at the same time, 
and perhaps for no reason that would stand 
the scrutiny of a moment’s serious reflection, 
his brethren and sisters are giving their sup- 
port to others with whom they are in no way 
acquainted, and it may be are not personally 
known to them, A Christian brother (sup- 
posing him to be a mercer) must needs think 
that the pleasing smile or the friendly salute 
comes with a very ill grace on the Lord’s day, 
from one whose wife and family he sees 
dressed in articles they have been induced to 
purchase from the establishment of his puffing, 
underselling, and unprincipled neighbour, 

I will not occupy any more of your space, 
but hope that at some future time some of 
your more able correspondents will take up 
the subject which I have endeayoured thus 
feebly to urge upon their attention. Let us 
ever bear in mind the apostolic injunction to 
“ do good unto all men, especially unto those 
who are of the household of faith.” 

I remain, 
Yours respectfully, 
A Layman, 
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Before these pages meet their eyes, all our 
readers will probably haye learned from other 


sources of information, that the Secretary for 
the Home Department has announced that it 


is not the intention of the government to - 


press at the present time the educational 
clauses of the bill for regulating the employ- 
ment of children and young persons in fac- 
tories, and for the better education of children 
in factory districts. In the bill as reprinted, 
and now before the house of Commons for 
its consideration, the clauses arranging for the 
establishment of new schools are consequently 
omitted. There are in it some educational 
clauses still, which we regret ; but we suppose 
they only re-enact what was law before, 
contained in bills which the bill now pending 
proposes to repeal. If so, perhaps we cannot 
with propriety make a stand against them at 
the present time, though they appear to us to 
be oppressive, and inimical to general free- 
dom. The project for extinguishing our 
Sunday-schools, and establishing at the public 
cost new schools for the dissemination of 
church of England principles, is however 
withdrawn ; and we have cause for new 
thankfulness, therefore, to the sovereign Dis- 
poser of all heaits and all events. Though 
the immediate peril has apparently passed 
away, we trust that the impressions made 
during its continuance will not vanish, but 
that a holy and beneficial influence will long 
remain. Some of the churches have already 
held thanksgiving meetings on the subject : 
others, we believe, will do so speedily. Such 
meetings, it is hoped, will be general ; and in 
them will doubtless be cherished a spirit of 
benevolent determination to increased effort, 
to rescue, by unexceptionable means, the 
children of the labouring classes from the 
lamentable ignorance which in some districts 
prevails among them. A new impulse will 
be given to voluntary efforts for the diffusion 
of scriptural education. In one thing we 
cordially agree with the originators of the 
recent movement ; that education, to be of 
real value, must be religious, and therefore 
scriptural. Education in which religion shall 
be kept out of sight ; in which children shall 
be taught systematically to forget God—to 
study the works of the Most High, thinking 
nothing of the workman—to read the history 
of events regardless of the supreme Goyernor 
——to overlook the relation that they bear to 
God—to be good members of society on 
other principles than those of revelation—to 
cultivate morals irrespective of the divine 
standard of morals ; an education training 
children to think of religion as something 
totally unconnected with the common affairs 
of life, is an education that we utterly repu- 
diate. A merely secular education is not a 
defective ‘education only, it is an essentially 
infidel education : it is an education training 
the pupil to overlook that which it is of su- 
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preme importance that he should have con- 
tinually before his attention. For this, among 
other reasons, we deprecate interference with 
education on the part of the government of 
the country. Believing that the interests of 
the community require that a healthy, scrip- 
tural education should be universally diffused; 
believing that state machinery is as incompe- 
tent for this purpose as it is for the mainten- 
ance or promulgation of the Christian faith 
among adults; believing also that they who 
know and prize revealed truth are divinely 
appointed to be the salt of the earth, and the 
light of the world, we call upon our Christian 
friends to apply themselves with redoubled 
vigour to the scriptural education of the chil- 
dren and young people around them. 


With great regret we record the death of a 
promising young missionary, Mr. Owen John- 
son Birt, eldest son of our respected brother 
the pastor of the church at Broadmead. 
While at College, at Bristol, he had suffered 
from bronchitis, and at the time of his desig- 
nation he was the subject of much indisposi- 
tion; but it was hoped that the sea voyage 
would be beneficial, and that a warm climate 
would suit his constitution. He did not rally, 
however ; but died at sea on the 15th of 
March. Details have not reached us; but we 
lea that Mrs. Birt has continued on her 
voyage towards Ceylon, where those with 
whom the deceased was to have been a fellow- 
labourer, will receive her with feelings of dis- 
appointment, but, doubtless, with tender 
sympathy, 


Lest any one should misunderstand the 
purport of the letter in a previous page on 
apostolical succession, and suppose that the 
writer intends to claim for dissenting ministers 
any authority derived from the imposition of 
hands, we beg to say that it is merely an 
argumentum ad hominem. As such, it may 
serve to repel the inordinate pretensions ad- 
vanced by the episcopalian clergy; but Mr. 
Phillips, we are sure, would agree with us in 
repudiating all such claims, by whomsoever 
advanced, as unfounded and antichristian. 
We shall be glad to receive, in accordance 
with his suggestion, an illustration of the im- 
portant sentiment contained in his last para- 
graph. 


A correspondent asks,—“ What does the 
apostle mean by those words in 2 Cor. vi. 14, 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers; for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteousness, and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness 2? Does the 
apostle here intend to caution professing be- 
lievers in Christ not to marry unbelievers, 
or to avoid great disparity of age? or does 
the apostle intend any thing with respect 
to matrimony at all?” 
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Hownan, or as it is sometimes written, Haurah, is a populous suburb of Cal- 
cutta. “This station,” writes Mr. Ellis, “ including Salkiya, a populous town on 
the north, was commenced about 1820, by Rey. Mr. Statham, now the respected 
pastor at Reading, who was subsequently, by ill health, obliged to return to 
England. Its present minister is our missionary brother Mr. Morgan: having a 
native assistant, who was not long since a Hindu. The communicants consist 
both of European and native members, for whose benefit two separate services 
each are held on the sabbath, besides those of the week. The Lord’s supper is, 
however, administered to both European and native members at one time ; the 


service being therefore conducted partly in English and partly in Bengali.” 


Mr. Leslie, who is at present residing in Calcutta, and supplying the church in 
Circular Road, writes as follows, April 11th. 


In the month of February last, anxious for 
a missionary ramble again, I set off, accom- 
panied by Mr. John Page, to pay a visit to 
the villages in the-south of Calcutta, where 
the brethren have several churches; and I 
think I can say I was rewarded for my labour. 
The whole population in that part of India 
seems ready to throw off Hindooism and em- 
brace Christianity. ‘The churches were not 
all that I could have wished ; but consider- 
ing the state out of which they have emerged, 
and the trouble into which they have been 
brought by the Puscyite missionaries of the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel, they are 
perhaps -in as good a state as they could 
reasonably be expected. The missionaries 
can visit them but seldom. At one season of 
the year they can all be reached by boat ; 
but this was not the case when I went down. 
Page and I, after we had gone as far as 
we could by water, had to walk to one 
eighteen miles, and to another fifteen miles ; 
and this, under a sun such as you know 
nothing of in England, and on roads such 


as you never saw was no easy matter. 

Whilst I preach to the church in Cireular 
Road, I busy myself as much as I can well 
do in missionary labour. Two and three 
times every week I accompany some of the 
brethren to their preaching stations on the 
roads in Calcutta, and take my share in ad- 
dressing the people in Hindoosthanee,—a 
great body of the natives here understanding 
that language. In other little ways, too, I 
try to be helpful. Thus I endeavour still to 
be the missionary. If I remain with the 
Circular Road people, I hope still to continue 
to labour, as I formerly did, among the 
heathen, 

The cholera is now (as usually at this 
season of the year) raging around, Not a 
few, both European and native, have already 
fallen. But, blessed be God, all the mission- 
aries are yet preserved. May the Lord still 
preserve them. The loss of a single man 
would be felt, When a man falls in England, 
there are plenty of others to fill up his place : 
but it is not so here. 


Mr. Thomas, on the following day, says, 


You will be delighted to hear that at 
several of the stations additions have been 
made to the churches. I have not the letters 
of the brethren at hand to refer to for par- 
ticulars, but may mention that at Delhi, 
Monghyr, Beerbhum, Barisal, Chittagong, 


and Calcutta, converts have been baptized 
within the last few weeks ; and other persons 
are spoken of as apparently under a concern 
of mind. Qh that all who have professed the 
name of Jesus may stand fast in him, and 
that many more may follow their example ! 
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On the whole, the health of our circle is 
good; Mrs, Pearce is, to some extent, an 
exception. Hoping that you will continue to 


883 
remember India, and soon send to our help, 


I remain, &c. 


Our most recent letter is from Mr. Wenger, who says, under date of Calcutta, 


April 20th, 


At length, after a long delay, our Annual 
Meeting has taken place. It was ‘held on 
Thursday last, the 13th instant., in the Cir- | 
cular Road chapel, the Rev. Dr. Duff, of the | 
General Assembly’s Mission, in the chair, 
The attendance was very good for Calcutta, 
the chapel being nearly filled with hearers. | 
As no notes were taken at the time, and my | 
head was engaged with thoughts on business, | 
I shall not be able to give you as full an 
outline of the various addresses as I could 
wish. 

The Rey. J. Brooks, of the General Baptist 
Mission, opened the meeting with reading the 
scriptures and prayer. The Rey. Dr. Duff 
then, in a short introductory address, ex- 
pressed the interest he and many other Chris- 
tians took in the Baptist Missionary Scciety, 
because in its rise, progress, and usefulness, | 
both direct and indirect, the work of the 
Holy Spirit, and the leadings of a wise pro- 
vidence, were so palpably manifest. He) 
dwelt at some length on the character of Dr. 

' Carey, and on the peculiar manner in which 
he was led, and afterwards led others, to con- 
sider the extent and horrors of heathenism, | 
and to feel the important duty of doing some- | 
thing for their conversion to Christ. 

Afterwards he called upon me to read some 
extracts from the Report, which shall be sent 
to you as soon as printed. 

The Rev. T. Boaz, of the London Society’s 
Mission, then rose to move the first resolu- 
tion. 

“That the Report, extracts from which have now 
been read, be adopted, and circulated under the 
direction of the Committee ; and that this meeting, 
although feeling that the present is the day of small 
things, yet desires to render heartfelt thanks to God 
for the amount of good, accomplished eyen in India 
during the last fifty years, by means of this and 
other kindred societies, and especially for the nu- 
merous opportunities now presenting themselves of 


publishing the gospel of Christ, in various ways, 
throughout the length and breadth of the land.” 


Mr. Boaz, in his address, after briefly 
dwelling upon the topics suggested by the 
resolution, stated that he wished to give a 
practical turn to these meetings, and con- 
sequently exhorted the audience to do all in 
their power that the churches planted in 
India, and especially the European churches, 
might become more active in, and more iden- 
tified with, the great work that was to be 
done in this country. The present depressed 


state of trade at home showed that we ought 
to bring more fully into play the pecuniary 


means possessed by Indian Christians. We 
who were on the spot, could more clearly see 
the peculiar spiritual want of every changing 
scene among the natives ; were more directly 
affected by, and so more closely interested in 
their moral condition. In England the rise 
and spread of Puseyism would demand more 
strength to be expended at home than had 
been the case before ; and besides that, other 
heathen countries were very properly engaging 
the attention and claiming the resources of 
Christians at home. 

The Rey. J. Mack, of Serampore, seconded 
both the resolution and Mr. Boaz’s exhorta- 
tion. He said, that although what had been 
done might appear much, yet what remained 
to be done was much more. He attempted 
to give a survey, in a very graphic manner, 
of the different districts of Bengal, commenc- 
ing with Chittagong, in the south-east, and of 
their spiritual wants. I regret not to be able 
to give you the details of his remarks, which 
were exceedingly affecting. The general re- 
sult he showed to be this, that the personal 
efforts of all the missionaries now in Bengal 
(of course in a measure irrespective of bible 
and tract distribution) affected hardly more 
than four out of the thirty millions that were 
speaking the Bengali language. In conclu- 
sion, Mr. Mack called upon the young men, 
members of churches, who might be present, 
to consider seriously whether some of them 
ought not to give themselves to the work of 
preaching the gospel to the heathen. May 
his appeal prove as effectual as it was serious 
and pointed. 

The second resolution was moved by the 
Rey. T. Smith, of the General Assembly’s 
Mission. 

“ That in the comparative slowness of the work of 
conyersion and sanctification among the natives of 
this country, combined with other signs of the times, 
we acknowledge an urgent call to set aside all con- 
fidence in human strength and wisdom, to abound 
in fervent prayer and persevering labour, depending 
for success upon the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
to watch with jealous care, lest either in doctrine or 
example, we set before the surrounding multitudes 
another gospel than that delivered unto us by our 
diyine Redeemer and his inspired apostles.” 


Mr. Smith, whilst speaking on the slowness 
of the work of grace among the natives, dwelt 
especially upon the small measure of success 
which had attended evangelical labours in 
the city of Calcutta, the inhabitants of which, 
he said, would have to endure much severer 
punishments than their pelle aet in 
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the rural districts, because the former had for 
so long a succession of years enjoyed multi- 
plied opportunities of hearing the gospel, 
whilst the latter had not been favoured with 
so much light. Among the signs of the times, 
he mentioned especially the spreading influ- 
ence of Puseyism and the present circum- 
stances of the church of Scotland, which, as 
had before been remarked, seemed to show 
that we could no longer look to Britain for 
the usual liberal supplies of labourers in the 
Indian harvest. He then enforced with great 
power the exhortation expressed in the reso- 
lution. 

Owing to the lateness of the hour (nearly 
10 vp. m.), the Rev. G. Pearce only added a 
few words, and seconded the resolution. The 
collection was then made. 
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The third resolution, which I will not 
transcribe, as it contains little more than the 
names of the members of the committee, was 
moved by the Rev. W. Morton, of the Lon- 
don Society’s Mission. 

He also enforced, at considerable length, 
the importance of obtaining more pecumlary 
contributions, and especially more Jabourers, 
in this country. As I was just then engaged 
in superintending the collection, I could not 
attend properly to Mr. Morton’s interesting 
address. 

Dr. Duff then spoke a few words in con- 
clusion, after which the doxology was sung, 
and the meeting separated. It was full half- 
past ten when the blessing was pronounced. 

The collection was pretty good, about 147 


Rs. in cash, and upwards of 140 Rs. in cards. 


ICA. 


FERNANDO PO. 


Mr, Sturgeon, we regret to say, has had another attack of fever: and Mrs. 


Sturgeon is in a very debilitated state. 


Two letters have been received ; in the 


earlier, dated Feb. 10th, Mr. Sturgeon says, 


I quite resigned myself up to the Lord, 
but was too senseless to converse with those 
around me, The doctor and mniy friends all 
thought my recovery doubtful. But my work 
is not yet done; therefore the Lord, “ who is 
rich in mercy,” has pitied and spared. May 
I have grace, that I may be faithful to my 
dear charge, and say, at the end of my la- 
bours, ‘‘ I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith ; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day.” My be- 
loved wife was also ill at the same time with 
myself, but she soon rallied, and was enabled 
to wait upon me, Mr, Hensman, our medical 
attendant, is about to leave us. May I hope, 
my dear sir, that your Committee will use 
every means within their power to send us a 
skilful physician without the least unneces- 
sary delay. Without medical aid we have 
but little hope of life in this unhealthy clime. 
Mrs, 8, is so often ill that her poor body is 
reduced to a mere shell, 

Since I have been writing this epistle, 
Mr. Hensman has said most. positively, that 
my dear wife ought to return to England by 
the first opportunity, there being no hope of 
her regaining her strength in Africa, unless 
she is speedily removed to a more salubrious 


clime. Upon hearing this information from 
Mr. Hensman my spirits sank, and as I am 
altogether ignorant of the course I shall 
pursue, I must leave this painful subject for 
the present. 

You will be glad to hear that the little 
church at Clarence is increasing. On the 
first day in this year I baptized seven per- 
sons, and received one from a baptist church 
at Sierra Leone. She had a letter of recom- 
mendation, signed ‘Jack Conner, pastor.” 
It had long been her wish to join our church, 
but there being things in her character not 
quite consistent with the principles of the 
gospel, she was kept back until the time 
referred to ; when, her conduct more resem- 
bling the “‘meek and lowly Jesus,” I felt 
bound to receive her as a sister in the Lord. 
The time of baptizing was a solemn and 
searching time to us all. Several cap tains 
were present. It was the first time that we 
had enjoyed on these occasions fine weather. 
The assembly was large, and whilst the in- 
comparable love of Jesus to perishing sinners 
was made known, and the duty of all to re- 
pent, believe, and be baptized, was en forced, 
there was profound attention and deep feeling 
manifested by the people, without the least 
extravagance. May the Lord cause his doc- 
trine to drop as the rain, and distil as the 
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dew! In the evening I received the newly 
baptized persons, with the one from Sierra 
Leone, into the church. I then addressed 
them upon the duties and privileges of church 
members. The day will be long remembered 
with feelings of devout gratitude and joy by 
the friends of Zion in Clarence. We held a 
service on the preceding evening, at 10 


The second letter is dated March 10th, 


As the “Atalanta” is a little delayed, I 
take this opportunity of informing you that 
I have forwarded the bible to Mr. Christian, | 
according to your instructions. | 

My recent illness has prevented my visit 
to the Boobie towns referred to in a former | 
letter. But I intend (p. vy.) to make the| 
attempt about the middle of next month, | 
should my strength continue to improve. 
_ Mr. Hensman having so often stated that it 
is my duty either to send Mrs. Sturgeon to Eng- | 
land or remove her to a more healthy spot, I) 
propose going to Bassipoo on Tuesday next, to 
ascertain, if possible, where I can build a| 
house, to which Mrs. Sturgeon may be removed | 
forashort time. All our friendsstate that it is | 
much cooler, and more healthy there, than at | 
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o'clock, when several of our friends prayed ; 
and I gave a few short addresses, exhorting 
them to the exercise of humility for the nu- 
merous sins indulged during the past year ; 
gratitude for the Lord’s goodness, and urging 
the importance of prizing the gospel and living 
devotedly to God in the ensuing year. 


1843. 


would be low indeed, from my accumulated 
sorrows. But ‘the Lord is my helper.” 
Should I build a small house, it will only be 
from the firm conviction of its being my im- 
perative duty to take this important step, 
from the medical advice so often given. 

I am anxiously looking for the arrival of 
Mr. Clarke, and his devoted band. I hope 


| he will be well supplied with implements of 


husbandry, as I have tried in vain to purchase 
either a spade or shovel. I have a broken 
shovel, borrowed from a neighbour, and a 
hoe which I have bought. These are my 
only garden tools. I am very partial to my 
garden, and think a little exercise in it as 
good for my health as it is pleasing to my 
taste. There is not one garden in the neigh- 


Clarence. I am truly grieved, my dear sir,| bourhood kept in any thing like order; nor 
that I know not the opinion of your Com- have I yet seen one path in any garden suit- 
mittee upon the subject; and that I have no able for a person to walk in; but all the gar- 


fellow-labourer to consult. Were it not for | 
the solace which the gospel gives, my spirits | 


WEST I 


dens too much resemble the bush. In these 
things they greatly need improvement. 


NDIES. 


BAHAMAS. 


A pleasing communication has been received from Mr. Rycroft, dated Nassau, 


New Providence, April 27th, 1845. 


Ihave much pleasure in being able to inform 
you that Mrs. Rycroft and myself continue to 
enjoy uninterrupted health and strength, for 
which we are truly grateful to the God of our 
mercies. May the Lord graciously continue 
his mercy in this respect unto us, for here 
there is much work to be done requiring a 
good degree of strength and constant effort. 

During the last five weeks, brother Capern 
has been absent to the out-islands. In his 
absence I have found abundance of employ 
for head, heart, and hands, in Nassau and at 
the out-stations, most of which I have visited. 

At six o’clock in the morning of March 
QIst,'I set out for Adelaide, a distance of | 


eighteen miles, accompanied by our excellent 
coloured brother, Mr. M’ Donald, for the pur- 
pose of opening a new chapel, which has 
lately been finished. We reached the settle- 
ment at nine o’clock, and found the settlers 
all ready to enter upon the pleasurable em- 
ployment of setting apart a house for reli- 
gious instruction. Indeed, for this day all 
labour was laid aside by the whole colony. 
In a short time after our arrival, the people 
were conyened within our neat little house of 
prayer. Devotion marked their conduct, and 
many a tear stole down their sable cheeks, 
whilst Christ and his love were set before 
them, 1 had often read the promise, “ Hthi- 
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opia shall soon stretch out her hands unto 
God,” with deep interest, but not until this 
day did I feel its force, when there sat before 
me a congregation composed of Africans who 
had met together to worship the God of the 
universe. : 

During the interval betwixt the morning 
and afternoon service, I called the members 
and inquirers together, and requested each of 
them to stand up, and tell me what God had 
done for their souls. Their statements were 
of such a cast as to show plainly that they 
knew their need of a Saviour, and that Christ 
Jesus alone was the foundation of their con- 
fidence. Upon being asked what they thought 
of themselves, and what they thought of 
Christ, they answered generally, ‘‘ We poor 
tings, no good; we poor sinners; massa Jesus 
only can save poor we; we look to him, and 
trust him only.” 

The services of Adelaide being concluded 
at two o’clock, we again were found bending 
our way through the heated pine barren, to- 
wards Carmichael, seven miles distant, where 
another new chapel, lately built, was to be 
opened. We reached this village at four 
o'clock, and found our congregation anxiously 
waiting our coming. Here, as at Adelaide, 
there are a people who take much interest in 
the cause of Christ, and who are instrumentai 
in the diffusion of moral and religious prin- 
ciples. All business had been suspended at 
this place on the occasion. Joyful coun- 
tenances, with glowing words and _ hearty 
shaking of hands, testified their happiness 
and delight on account of the visit, and 
house opened for them to worship God in. 
Since Carmichael meeting-house was opened, 
I have paid them another visit, for the pur- 
pose of administering the Lord’s supper to 
them. On this, as well as on the former 
occasion, all work was suspended ; and the 
principal part of the villagers were present. 
I preached to them in the morning, and ad- 


= 


ministered the ordinance of the Lord’s supper | 


to them in the afternoon, About forty per- 
sons sat down, and I never saw more devout 
communicants in my native land. The plea- 
sure which this people give us is an ample 
reward for all our toil and danger in journey- 
ing to them. 

Fox Hill is another station where we la- 
bour, and where we have built a house for 
God in the midst of an African colony, which 
we intend opening to-morrow. With the 
people I have held services in the open air in 
the heart of the bush, and under the pressure 
of a burning sun. ‘Though this people are 
Just peeping out of darkness, yet they can 
value the gospel of Jesus, and do manifest as 
much attention and respect whilst preaching 
as you could desire. Had you beheld our 
assembly, I am sure your heart would have 
leaped with joy, and your hands would have 
been strengthened in the good work of the 
Lord. You would have beheld, seated on 
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the rough rock, the mother with her sable 
children around her; the aged and infirm 
wiping the big tear away from their sun- 
burned faces with the corner of the ragged 
garb, whilst the mercy and grace of the sin- 
ner’s Friend and the sinner’s Saviour was set 
before them; and when you retired a hundred 
voices would salute your ear in expressions 
of thanks to you and praise to God for bis 
goodness in sending the gospel to them. Our 
reward in the aspect of the people is great. 

Whilst dear brother Capern has been away 
I have opened three new stations for preach- 
ing in the suburbs of Nassau; one at the 
west, another at the south, and a third at 
the east of the town. Each of these meetings 
is well attended, and promises much good. 
I hope I may be spared in strength to keep 
them up, as they rest upon me solely ; whilst 
preaching in the open air in this country is 
hard work, on account of the sun and heat. 

On the afternoon of the ninth of April, 
being Lord’s-day, I preached to a crowded 
congregation in the open air, There were 
present from five to six hundred souls, all of 
whom behaved well, though a locality as bad 
as St. Giles, in London, where the worst of 
persons live. The congregation on this oc- 
casion was as orderly as you could wish, and 
seemed much pleased with the attention given 
to their immortal interest. Wishing to con- 
tinue the feelings excited, at the close of the 
sermon I invited those present to the chapel, 
where service was about to commence, 
Hundreds followed us; whilst, to prevent 
noise and vain talk, we sung hymns on our 
way to the meeting-house, which secured 
order and seriousness, and for nearly a mile, 
rocks, hills, and dales became vocal with the 
praises of the Most High. Our meeting- 
house was soon filled, and proved too small 
to accommodate comfortably the number who 
had assembled together. 

On this occasion, whilst preaching, I ob- 
served seven sailors coming up the lane, who 
stood and listened to the discourse, and then 
accompanied us to the chapel. ‘These men, 
I am happy to say, still attend the chapel, 
and have also desired tracts. Who can tell 
what God may by that day’s services accom- 
plish in those who perhaps for the first time 
for years came under the sound of the gospel? 
I have since learned that persons who had 
not for ten years entered a place of worship, 
are now desiring to join our classes ; and that 
others who did not read the scriptures, were 
seen on the Monday morning looking into the 
word of God, and talking about what they 
had heard. 

Equally interesting and beneficial have the 
other out-door preachings proved. This we 
see in the revival of the people, and crowded 
congregations on the Lord’s day and week 
day services. 

At the newly opened stations, several of 
the leaders have engaged to hold prayer- 
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meetings. Some have been held, and the 
house filled, whilst multitudes surrounded the 
building end stood outside during the service 
unable .o gain admittance. 
I purpose, should health be continued, to 
preach principally out of doors when brother 
Capern is at home. I have thus far preached 
at half-past nine in the morning and at half- 
past two in the evening ; this I have done to 
seeure the people for the services held at. 
eleven and four, and though the Lord’s-day | 
here called upon me for four sermons, yet 
have I as great strength now as when in 
England. 1 thank God for his goodness to 
me and perishing souls in this particular, for | 
it is no small mercy to be able from week to 
week to preach eight or nine sermons, &c. 


HOME PRO 


ADJOURNED AN 


In the evening of April 27th, a publi 
when Charles Hindley, Esq., M.P., kindl 


The Cuatrman rose and said: I did not 
consent to take the chair this evening on the 
supposition that I could by any countenance 


of my own, as a humble member of the House | 


of Commons, render you any assistance, but 
because I was anxious to participate in the 
pleasure of hearing reported the success of 
the missionary enterprise. I do not belong | 
to the same missionary body with yourselves, | 
but I sympathize with you in the joy you 
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I should be much rejoiced, and aided in 
my work, could I have a tent which would 
hold three or four hundred persons ; merely a 
covering over the head would suffice, which 
would shade us from the power of a tropical 
sun. At present we make umbrellas do. 

Mr. Capern leaves Nassau, upon his re- 
turn, for other islands which need his visits, 
where he may remain five or six weeks. Mr. 
M’Donald goes next week to Exuma, and 
Mrs, Pearson is going to Exuma, where she 
will remain for some time. The work, there- 
fore, of attending to New Providence island 
will devolve upon me wholly. 

We need, and believe we have, your 
prayers constantly for our health and strength. 
Herethe harvestis great, but the labourers few. 


CEEDINGS. 


NUAL MEETING. 


¢ meeting was held in Finsbury Chapel, 
y presided. After singing and prayer, 


| mination ; and who were the instruments of 
| conducting the negotiations? Two missiona- 
‘ries. What would have been the effect of 
| two individuals in distant countries, having a 
disposition rather to enrage the nations against 
each other, than to promote the gospel of 
peace? But the very fact of the missionaries 
being interpreters was the great safeguard, 
and the guarantee that no mistake should 


| arise, no insult should be given, that every 


derive from your success ; I belong to a very | 
small constellation in the heavens, but I de- | 
light to see a larger one, and to look at stars | 
of the first order in the various missionary | 
bodies, The members of other churches and | 
other missionary societies should all rejoice 
together, and pray that this attempt to evan- 
gelize the heathen may be soon successful. 
The benefit to be derived from missionary 
enterprise, even in a political point of view, 
I esteem very great; but it would be an un- 
worthy motive for us to spread the gospel, 
merely because it has the promise of the life 
that now is. I have, however, not the least 
doubt that the result of missionary exertion 
on our part will tend to promote the political 
as well as the spiritual prosperity of Great 
Britain. Look at the recent events in China. 
We had a war there which seemed not to be 
a small one, and of which some of those 
acquainted with business prophesied that it 
would be eternal. Through the blessing of 
God, however, it has been brought to a ter- 


attempt should be made, as far as it was pos- 
sible, to convey ideas through a different 
language, to bring the differmg parties to- 
gether. I consider that for the peaceable 
termination of hostilities there, we are mainly 
indebted to the missionary work, You will, 
perhaps, allow me to state on this occasion, 
that I presented with great pleasure a petition 
from your body to the House of Commons 
respecting India, In presenting petitions we 
are not allowed to speak long; 1 took occa- 
sion, however, to state the leading facts, as to 
the utility of the baptist missionaries in Hin- 
dostan. Every one acquainted with the mis- 
sionary world knows well what your Society 
has been doing for a long period, but I am 
extremely sorry to say that the generality of 
the members of the House of Commons are 
not so well informed. They have other topics 
which they consider more interesting, and 
which engross their attention. I, therefore, 
thought it right to direct their notice to a 
matter of so much importance. 
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The Srcrerary then read several parts of 
the report which had been omitted in the 
morning. 


The Rev. W. Hamitron, of the National 
Scotch Church, Regent Square, moved— 


“That this meeting reviews with holy joy the 
progress of the missionary cause, through the 
agency of the Baptist Missionary Society, during 
the last fifty years. Among the signs of its progress 
that call for special acknowledgment, is the contri- 
bution of upwards of £53,000 (including the regular 
income) in the fiftieth year of its labours; a sum 
which has been raised at a season of general and 
unprecedented commercial depression. Deeply sen- 
sible that all the glorious results of an agency so 
feeble and imperfect must be attributed to that 
Saviour whose special presence is promised to his 
teaching church, this meeting would gratefully 
ascribe to Him the honour and praise.” 


I exceedingly regret, he said, that I did 
not hear all the report, the conclusion of 
which was to me to so interesting : it would 
have supplied me with materials for illus- 
trating this resolution. The reason, however, 
why I was deprived of that pleasure, was this, 
I was detained at a meeting of our own Indian 
Missionary Society ; and I would advert to 
this circumstance, in order to say, that though 
there be such a variety of missionary societies 
among evangelical communities, yet I do not 
know of any rival institution—of any, at 
least, that ought to be rivals. My impres- 
sion is, that there is field enough for all; and 
more than that, that God calls for all. Every 
one who has looked at the working of an in- 
tricate piece of mechanism, must have been 
struck with the multitude of contrary move- 
ments. He would see a piston-rod descend- 
ing, and another rising; he would see that 
wheel and that pinion working directly in the 
teeth of one another, and if he only looked at 
the mechanism, his uninitiated eye might be 
greatly perplexed to account for it, and he 
would wonder wherefore is all this loss of 
power ; this expenditure of self-contradictory 
effort. Yet, while he is gazing in unaccount- 
able surprise upon the machinery itself, the 
vessel which he is on board is speeding its 
calm and tideless way. And even so when 
we look at the diversities of denominations, 
at the multitude of communities into which 
the true church of God is broken up. If we 
‘only Jook at it with the eye of man, we may 
wonder at the contrariety, at the opposition, 
at the cross working that obtains between 
them. That may be because we look too 
near ; He who knows the end from the be- 
ginning, perhaps designed and planned it all. 
To make my meaning a little more palpable, 
I would just say, that my own conviction, 
from intercourse with different Christian com- 
munions, is, that the difference between them 
1s more one of temperament than of faith. 
They hold one head, and are actuated by one 
spirit. Their difference does not lie in the 
vital truths they maintain, but in the tem- 
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perament, the style, and spirit of the respec- 
tive bodies; and just as there is a difference 
between them, so there are wide liversities 
among those heathen whom it is their work 
to evangelize. There are some Christian 
communities of a remarkably solemn tem- 
perament ; others, again, are distinguished 
for their cheerfulness and joyfulness ; some 
are grave, and others sprightly ; there are 
some who are very much matter of fact and 
prosaic in their proceedings ; there are others 
who haye more of emotion and sentiment. I 
have said, that just as it is with Christian 
communities at home, so it is with heathen 
countries abroad. There are some whose 
national temperament is grave and solemn ; 
others, again, whose national temperament 1s 
high and jocund. In the communities at 
home, there are the bodies adapted to work 
among and to evangelize the heathen. To 
carry this still further, the missionaries who 
represent the different churches carry with 
them the distinguishing qualities of the reli- 
gion of that peculiar community they repre- 
sent; its style and temperament, its attain- 
ments, its prevailing tastes and tendencies ; 
with these they go abroad, and abroad God 
finds work for all. For example, there are 
our Wesleyan neighbours ; the temperament 
of their Christianity is of a peculiarly hearty, 
cheerful, thankful, psalm-singing description. 
They go amongst the negroes in Africa and 
in the West Indies, and amongst those sons 
of earth, amongst those many grasshoppers, as 
the old Athenians were wont to call them- 
selves, they find a temperature the exact 
equivalent to their own. The negro cannot 
have too much psalmody, and it cannot be of 
too blithe and sprightly kind. The Wesleyan 
is the missionary for him. Then, again, there 
are the missionaries of our church. I have 
sometimes wondered what was the quality in 
which they most abounded. Perhaps the 
meeting will think that their eminence is of a 
very equivocal description, when I say that 
the character of the Scotch mind is abstract, 
metaphysical. As a nation, if there be any 
thing to which we can lay claim beyond our 
neighbours, I should say it was abstract in- 
vestigation ; a turn for the metaphysics, and 
for philosophy. The very thing which makes 
us so dry as a nation—that makes us so wea- 
risomely controversial, so pugnacious and 
combative, is the very thing that fits us as 
missionaries for particular lands. It may be 
known to some of our friends, that at this 
moment we have a mission in a state of some 
efficiency in the three presidencies of India. 
The missionaries there are men who, in their 
college days, were remarkable for their logical 
talent, and their turn for mathematical inves- 
tigation, The Hindoos are fond of mathema- 
tics. The religion of the Brahmin is just a 
system of wild, monstrous metaphysical philo- 
sophy. I was this day reading an essay on the 
system of Spinosa and Kant, written by Hindoo 
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youths, in refutation of what was erroneous 
m them. And in refuting Kant and Spinosa, 
they were refuting the religion of Brahma. 
When I find a man unintelligible in conse- 
quence of his metaphysics at home, I am 
clear for making a Hindoo missionary of him, 
Send him out to the Parsees and the Hindoos 
to contend with the five philosophies, and the 
seven heavens, and other transcendentals of that 
uncouth creed. And just so I would say to 
our friends of the church of England, who 
pride themselves on their reason andtheir classic 
attainments—let them go and be missionaries 
to Greece—and if they please to Italy, and 
let them make protestants at Rome. Let 
them gratify their love of the gospel—let them 
gratify their love of antiquity amid the olive- 
elad ruins of Athens—amid the Coliseum at 
Rome, and as before them Paul preached 
there, let them preach what Paul preached. 
Coming from these to your own Society, I 
believe it would be objected that you have 
not a regular ministry, that you have not a 
college-bred ministry—notan authentic, lineal, 
college-bred clergy for your missionaries. I 
grant it—I grant more than that—that you 
are guilty of singling out your missionaries 
from a race of men from which the Lord 
Jesus himself selected his. I believe you are 
guilty of the crime of occasionally employing 
craftsmen and artificers to preach the faith 
that was once preached by fishermen and tent- 
makers of Galilee. And even here I see the 
overruling wisdom, the all-perceiving fore- 
thought of Him who knows the end from the 
beginning. Had our Scotch metaphysicians, 
or the avademical clergy of England, gone 
out to labour where some of these artizan 
missionaries have gone, they would have 
there but little sped. When I think that in 
some places the point of the wedge was first 
insinuated by a little mechanical skill—when 
I think that the missionary, by dint of a little 
common sense, or by knowing some of the 
refinements of civilization, and having a hand 
which can exemplify what the head under- 
stands ; when, by teaching the natives how 
to make their homes more comfortable, and 
their industry more effectual—when I think 
how, by means of this, he first found favour 
amongst them, and predisposed them to listen 
to his future instructions, I see the wisdom of 
God in employing you, and similar societies, 
in the great work of evangelization, and your 
wisdom in employing men who have the 
talent to unite these two things. Now the 
grand conclusion to which I come is this— 
that all things are working together for the 
accomplishment of God’s great purpose. His 
great purpose is the world’s conversion to 
Christ. ‘The churches at home are manifold; 
they have been kept asunder by their deno- 
minational distinctions, and have laid, I will 
not say undue stress upon them, because they 
are important, but they have kept wide asun- 
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hearted Christian, looking on, and always 
seeing them tugging at each other—seeing 
this piston rising and that going down, that 
pinion working in the teeth of that larger 
wheel, all these movements apparently so 
cross and counter, looking too near with 
men’s eyes, might be induced to wonder, 
wherefore it is that he hath made his church 
in vain,—wherefore it is that itis thus divided, 
thus broken up, thus at war. It is not till 
we look up to a higher standing-point that we 
perceive that all these antagonist forces and 
these separate portions of the machine are 
just working together for the grand ultimatum; 
and that while men were looking, perhaps 
scoffing, at the machinery, the vessel was 
speeding on its way and hastening to the 
grand destination. I would, as one who is a 
well-wisher to this honoured Society,—as 
one who has read with affectionate interest, 
and he trusts with some profit, the memoirs 
of its honoured founders,—as one who has 
sat and learned a lesson at the feet of Fuller 
and other worthies who so prayerfully set it 
going at first, congratulate you on the great 
suecess with which God has kindly endowed 


\it, and the tokens for good displayed in the 


interest of your people at home. I feel that 
the sum so lately raised, those large contri- 
butions to your missionary cause, will be 
blessed more than its own amount, just be- 
cause it is an effort. 1 feel that it may have 
cost self-denial in some quarters to raise it, 
and that it will therefore be doubly blessed. 
I feel that our contributions often return void, 
just because there is no effort in the move- 
ment ; and what is given without an effort is 
usually given without a prayer. I believe 
that there has been a special return for these 
special efforts. It is a general principle, in 
missionary proceedings, and one to which we 
are not sufficiently alive, that there is a pro- 
ilar which holds between the piety at 

ome and the prosperity abroad. We are 
apt to think that if only the missionary be 
zealous, that if we are only able to pay and 
send outasufficient number of devoted agents, 
no fear for the cause; but as water cannot 
rise higher than its own source, as water and 
other fluids keep their own level, so I believe 
the success of your missions abroad will be 
an index to your prayerfulness and piety at 
home. In order to great results abroad, there 
must be eminent holiness at home; and if 
any thing human accounts for the surprising 
success of early evangelistic efforts, it is the 
fact, that not only did the missionaries, the 
Pauls and the Peters of those days, go round 
the world with a quenchless zeal, but those 
that sent them out—those weeping friends who 
saw them to the ship, were making efforts in 
parting with their ministers, and the family 
which was left at home secured an amount 
of prayerfulness which is the missionary’s best 
encouragement. I will not detain you longer. 


‘der; and an impartial spectator, a simple-| I esteem it a privilege as a member of another 
| 
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communion to have been so kindly received 
in the midst of you. 


The Rev. Rozert Purr, of Maberly 
Chapel, Kingsland, in seconding the re- 
solution, said: About forty years ago I held 
an official appointment in the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, which, although it was never 
conferred on me at head-quarters, was never- 
theless bestowed by the founders of this In- 
stitution, the venerable Fuller, Ryland, and 
Sutcliff. Although my office had no salary 
attached to it, yet it was no sinecure. The 
duties were twofold. I had to guide those 
venerable men through the city of Aberdeen, 
to the houses of those who were favourable to 
the cause of missions. That, however, was 
the easiest part of my office ; for my next duty 
was to go to the suburbs of the city, and make 
it known to the members of the kirk of Scot- 
land where they were to preach on the sab- 
bath. I feel that it was one, among the many 
unspeakable obligations that I owe to Dr. 
Philip, that he commended me to their con- 
fidence, as one of their agents in Aberdeen. 
But seriously, I owe more than I can ever 
repay for the benediction of those venerable 
men. I can feel at this moment as if their 
hands were on my head, as they laid them on 
it, at the last interview I had with them in 
Scotland, when they blessed me in the name 
of the Lord, and expressed a wish that God 
would find some work for me at a future day 
in his vineyard. I thus, in a most emphatic 
sense, feel myself to be a child of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, and I trust that I shall 
continue to live in the same good faith and 
fellowship with you that I have hitherto done. 
There are many irresistible reasons why I 
should love this Society, and co-operate with 
it. One is, the successive tokens of the Divine 
approbation which it has received. Did 1 
know nothing of its Indian history—nothing 
whatever -of its Serampore translations—its 
success in Jamaica alone would have been 
sufficient to win and retain my attachment to 
it. Ido not consider myself ignorant of the 
history of missions, I have in a great measure 
made it my study, and I know of nothing in 
the history of modern missions at all to be 
compared with the results of your efforts in 
Jamaica; they are altogether unparalleled, 
and to me they are all but miraculous. Were 
every word that has been written and said 
against your missionaries there true to the 
very letter, I should still maintain that no 
church of Christ can show such tokens of the 
Divine presence and of the Divine approba- 
tion. If God could only say I have left 7000 
in Jamaica that have not bowed the knee to 
Baal, it would become every Christian to 
cover his face with a mantle to many a thing 
that has been said, and to wonder and adore 
at what God has done. How any man with 
the spirit of either Elijah or Elisha can look 
at the triumphs of the gospel there, and not 
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see that God is preparing a chariot of fire, 
and horses of fire, for the evangelization of 
Africa, through the medium of your Society, 
I cannot understand, even with all my Scotch 
metaphysics in my head. How any man can 
waste his time in weighing the chaff instead 
of the corn of the Jamaica harvest, is a mys- 
tery which I do not wish to understand, 
although my head is one bump of curiosity. 
I do not know a field that was ever yet sown 
with Christianity in which there was not 
chaff to be found ; but I am not told that any 
man has a right to take a fan in his own hand 
out of the hands of Christ. Much, therefore, 
as I feel interested, and not only so, but 
absorbed in China, I cannot but look with 
intense interest at the success of your mission 
in Jamaica. I see there a new proof that the 
set time to favour Africa is coming. I feel 
that God has placed you in that position as a 
Society, in reference to Africa, that you must 
be everlastingly disgraced if you are not the 
great evangelizers of that country. I think I 
can show historical proof of the infinite im- 
portance of the measure you are taking in the 
formation of a college for Africa. I fondly 
hope that there will be Cyprians rise up in 
that college, with all his fervour, without his 
mysticism. I anticipate many Augustines 
rising up in the church, with all the Augus- 
tine reverence for the sovereignty of grace, 
and a great deal more than his gospel ex- 
pansion of Christian charity. I believe that 
sovereignty is as likely to take a wide sweep 
as a narrow one. I know no Jaw in the one 
case but what would be found applying to 
the other. When we look back to the history 
of the few African theologians whom we know, 
it furnishes a solemn lesson to those about to 
turn their attention to the evangelization of 
that country. The first thing we must take 
care of is, that the missionaries are men of 
holy character, so that if they are called to 
suffer, it may be said, “the white lilies of 
their purity were as perfect as the red roses 
of their martyrdom.” When we look at his- 
tory, and see the extravagances of the African 
mind, and what the church in Northern 
Africa came to, it is impossible not to see that 
God is devolving upon you one of the most 
solemn responsibilities that has rested on the 
church for the last thousand years. You are 
the first in the work ; and allow me to say, 
that I have offered many a fervent prayer in 
secret, that God would enable you to form 
such an institution there as might command 
the confidence of all his churches, and you 
will thus awaken sympathies on behalf of 


Africa, greater even than your Serampore 
translations, 


The resolution was then put and agreed to, 


The Rev. J. Merrick from Jamaica rose 
to move— 


“That, impressed with the importance and ne- 
‘ cessity of a native agency for extending the gospel, 
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especially in countries where the climate is un- 
favourable to the health of Europeans, this meeting 
cordially approves of the encouragement given by 
the Committee to the training of native agents in 
India and Ceylon ; in Honduras and the Bahama 
islands ; and especially in Jamaica, whence teachers 
of African descent are about to carry into the land 
ef their fathers that gospel which contains the seeds 
of civilization and social happiness, and the still more 
precious blessings of eternal life.” 

The statements contained in the resolution 
cannot but commend themselves to your 
judgment and your heart. I have not been 
very long engaged in missionary work, but I 
have always thought that if the grand object 
of missionary societies is ever to be attained — 
if the gospel is ever to be preached to every 
creature—if the kingdoms of this world are 
ever to become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Son Jesus Christ, then a native agency 
must be trained—native teachers must be 
educated in every land, to proclaim to their 
kinsmen, according to the flesh, the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ. It is remarkable that 
the children of this world have in their gene- 
ration proved themselves in this matter wiser 
than the children of light. In Africa, the 
government have long since had their native | 
armies, African troops; in the West Indies, | 
also, there have been native troops. But 
teachers are to be trained in the East and | 
West Indies, and, I trust, at all our mission- 
ary stations, who will be able to proclaim the 
truth as itis in Jesus. The resolution, how- 
ever, refers to Africa ; and it is impossible for 
me to think of that country, or to speak of it, | 
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Another favourable sign of the times is, that 
the churches in this country are roused and 
stirred up to the subject of African missions. 
I have had the honour and pleasure of visit- 
ing many churches since my arrival in this 
highly-favoured land, and it is exceedingly 
pleasing to observe the zeal which they mani- 
fest towards Africa. Indeed, they begin to 
see that the gospel of Christ is the only anti- 
dote for the evils of that country. They have 
taken up the matter with such a spirit, as 
plainly tells us that the great God is with 
them, blessing them and urging them for- 
ward. The world has long since endeavoured 
to heal the maladies of Africa, but all in vain. 
It has sent its missionaries to Africa. Park, 
Landers, Clapperton, Denman, and a host of 
travellers have penetrated the wilds of that 
country. An expedition has since then been 
fitted out, at a cost of £50,000, which pro- 
ceeded to Africa for the purpose of civilizing 
her; but that, too, has unfortunately failed. 
The world seems now retiring from the con- 
test disheartened ; they seem to be inclined 
to give up all hopes of civilizing my father 
land. Let the church of Christ advance—let 
it go forward—let it march into the very 
heart of Africa, and plant the blood-stained 
banner of the cross on the Senegal and the 
Niger, resolved to give themselves no rest 
till the Most High shall pour out his blessing. 
Another favourable sign of the times is the 
recent visit of my brethren Clarke and Prince 
to Western Africa. This mission had its 


except with feelings of no ordinary kind. The origin in the minds of the people of Jamaica. 
name of Africa touches a string that vibrates | The very night that hberty was proclaimed in 
through my inmost soul, being myself an) that land—the night that the yoke was broken 


African by descent,—and I am proud to own | from their necks, that their shackles were 
the relationship. Witnessing, as I have fre- | 
quently done, the wrongs inflicted on my | 
fellow-countrymen in the island of Jamaica, | 
where I was born; knowing, as I do, the 
morally and spiritually degraded condition of 
Africa at the present time, it is impossible for | 
me to think of that country without earnestly | 
desiring that the gospel, which contains tidings | 
of great joy, may be spread through the length 
and breadth of that land. It is pleasing to 
know that the propagation of the gospel is 
not only engaging attention in this country, 
but in America. The eye of the church 
seems directed, with intense anxiety, to the 
continent of Africa; and passing events tell 
us, in language too plain to be mistaken, that 
the time to fayour that country is fast ap- 
proaching. The signs of the times tell us 
that the gracious purposes of God respecting 
that land will soon be fully accomplished. 
Would to God that the time may soon come, 
when many will go out, not connected with 
any society; but like the apostle Paul, taking 
their lives in their hands, and resolving, in 
the strength of Christ, never to rest till their 
fellow-men shall have heard the gospel which 
is able to make them wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus, 


snapped asunder—they resorted to the house 
of God to bless him for temporal liberty, and 
that very night fully resolved that Africa, 
their father land, should be blessed with the 
gospel. In accordance with their desires, our 
brother Knibb came to England, laid the 
matter before our respected Committee, the 
African mission was taken up, and Clarke 
and Prince were requested to go on an ex- 
ploratory voyage. They did go, and God 
went with them. They settled in the little 
island of Fernando Po, and there preached the 
gospel from day to day, and from house to 
house ; and before they left they had the hap- 
piness of planting in the island for the first 
time a little gospel church ; and from recent 
communications received from Mr. Sturgeon, 
who labours there, we learn that the church is 
walking in unity and peace, Our brethren, 
after looking at the field, have returned to 
England—they have laid their report before 
the British public, and the burden of their 
song is, ‘‘ The way is open, send forth la- 
bourers into the vineyard.” Not only do we 
require labourers for Jamaica, but we shall 
require ardent labourers for Africa in a very 
short time, The work to be performed can- 
net be accomplished by the brethren from 
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Jamaica. We shall have a mighty work to 
perform in the translation of the scriptures, 
and we shall require the friends of England 
to come and assist us. Some of the brethren 
already long to labour in Africa ; and if they 
die there in the contest, let them remember 
that the Christian conquers when he falls. 
The Rey. Arexanper Futrer, from Ja-| 
maica, in seconding the resolution said: This, 
I dare say, is the last time that I shall address 
you; you are aware that I have been in this 
country for many months, and I now expect 
to sail very shortly for Fernando Po. My 
friends in Jamaica, whom I may call my} 
parents, freely gave me up to go to Africa, | 
and that for two reasons: first, because the 
blessings that I enjoyed from a knowledge of | 
the scriptures, I ought to seek to communicate 
to others; and secondly, because I am a) 
descendant of Africa. I feel that it is my 
bounden duty to go willingly, cheerfully, and 
determinately, and to do that which is in my | 
heart. Those who have given me up for 
Africa, feel that they have more tu do yet— | 
that they have to contribute to the cause, and | 
they have resolved that as long as health and | 
strength continue, they will labour and work | 
to assist in furnishing the pecuniary means for | 
the evangelization of Africa. Let me entreat) 
you to pour out your prayers for our success, 
remembering that God has a work to do, and 
that it must be done. There cannot be a] 
moment’s doubt as to the removal of every 
difficulty that now stands in our way. 


The resolution was then put and agreed to. 
The following resolution was then moved 
and seconded, and carried unanimously :-— 


| 


“That the alteration of the constitution of the 
Society, which enables the Committee to include the 
British colonies and all foreign parts within the | 
field of its operations, makes it more than eyer in- 
cumbent upon the friends of the Redeemer to aid | 
this cause.” | 


The amended constitution, adopted at the 
morning meeting, but for which we had not| 
room in the last Herald, is as follows: 


* Resolyed,—That the following be the Plan and 
Regulations of the Society. 
NAME. 


“The name by which the Society has been and 
still is designated, is, ‘The Particular Baptist Mis- 
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OBJECT. 


“The great object of this Society is the diffusion 
of the knowledge of the religion of Jesus Christ 
throughout the whole world, beyond the British 
Isles, by the preaching of the Gospel, the transla- 
tion and publication of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
establishment of schools. 


MEMBERS. 


All persons subscribing ten shillings and six- 
pence a year, or upwards, either to the Parent 
Society or to Auxiliaries, donors of ten pounds and. 
upwards, pastors of churches which make an annual 
contribution, and ministers who collect annually for 
the Society; also one of the Executors, on the pay- 
ment of a bequest of fifty pounds or upwards, are 
considered as Members thereof. 


GENERAL MEETING OF MEMBERS. 


“A General Meeting of Members only shall be 
held annually ; at which the Committee and Officers 
shall be chosen for the year ensuing, the Auditors of 
accounts appointed, and any other business pertain- 
ing to the Society transacted. 

“In choosing the Committee and Officers, the 
Chairman of the Meeting shall receive all names 
which it may be intended to propose. Out of the 
list so obtained the:Committee shall be chosen by 
ballot, those who have the greatest number of votes 
being the parties elected. 


COMMITTEE. 


“ The affairs of the Society shall be conducted by 
a Committee of thirty-six persons; which Com- 
mittee shall meet monthly, or oftener, in London, 
on a fixed day, for the despatch ef business: five 
members to be deemed a quorum. The Committee 
to be empowered to fill up vacancies. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


“A Public Meeting of the Society shall be held 
annually, when the list of the Committee shall be 
read, the accounts presented, and the proceedings of 
the previous year reported. The Committee shall 
also be empowered to summon Public Meetings in 
London or elsewhere, whenever the interests of the 
Society may seem to require. 


CORRESPONDING MEMBERS, 


“All Treasurers and Secretaries of Missionary 
Auxiliaries shall be CorRESPoNDING Memners of. 
the Committee, together with such persons as it 
may be found necessary to add to their number. 


HONORARY MEMBERS. 


“The Committee shall also be empowered to ap- 
point as Honorary Mempsrs, any who have ren- 
dered important services to the Society. 


MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY ENTITLED TO VOTE 
AT COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 


“All Honorary and Corresponding Members of the 
Committee, and all ministers who are Members of 
the Society, who may occasionally be in London; 
and also ministers residing in London, similarly 
qualified, together with the Treasurers and Secreta- 
ries of London Auxiliaries, shall be entitled to 
attend and yote at the Meetings of the Committee. 

FUNDS. 

“All monies received on behalf of the Society 
shall be lodged in the hands of the Treasurer; or of 
Trustees to be chosen by the Society. When the 
amount received shall exceed the sum needed for 


sionary Society for propagating the Gospel among 
the Heathen ;’ or, ‘Tae Baptist Missionary So- 
Crery.’ 


the current expenses of the month, it shall be in- 


vested in the Public Funds until required for the 
use of the Mission. 


LECTURE AT CROSBY HALL. 
From the admirable Lecture delivered by John Sheppard, Esq., on the 26th of April, we 


intend to present to our readers some extracts 
hope that many will procure the whole, which 
St. Paul’s Churehyard, 


hereafter. At present we merely express our 
is published by Messrs. Jackson and Walford, 
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MISSIONARIES TO WESTERN AFRICA. Ad 


With great satisfaction we announce the departure of Dr. and Mrs, Prince, Mr. and 
Mrs. Merrick, with Mr. Alexander Fuller, for Fernando Po. These valued friends, during 
the time they have spent in England, have endeared themselves greatly to those with whom they 
have had intercourse. Dr. Prince now returns as a Christian medical missionary to the 
. field which, in company with Mr. Clarke, he has already explored. Mr. Merrick is amongst 
the first fruits of Mr. Clarke’s labours in Jamaica, and succeeded him in the charge of the 
large church at Jericho, in that island. When, however, Mr. Clarke and Dr. Prince, on 
their voyage homewards from Africa, were surprisingly directed by the providence of God 
to Jamaica, Mr. Merrick, who had previously determined to devote himself to the work of 
the Lord in Africa, accompanied them to England, to embark at the earliest possible date in 
the enterprise to which he had consecrated his life. Mr. Fuller, who is one of the sons of 
Africa, has been a member of Mr. Phillippo’s church, at Spanish Town, for about nine years. 
He is one of the first of our Jamaica converts who leave that island to carry the glad tidings 
of salvation to the land of their fathers. The whole expense of his passage is borne by a 
warm and devoted friend of missions. Mr. Fuller was for some time engaged as a sabbath- 
school teacher in Spanish Town, and is acquainted with a mechanical trade, so that there is 
every reason to hope that he may prove in many respects highly useful to the cause in which 
he is embarked. 

During the earlier part of the month our missionary brethren were occupied in attending 
several farewell meetings in the neighbourhood of London. These were closed by a valedic- 
tory service at Lion Street, Walworth, in which they, with Dr. Steane, Messrs. Nicholson, 
Green, Angus, and Clarke, were engaged, and another at John Street, in which Dr. Cox, 
Messrs. Angus, Nicholson, Prince, Merrick, Fuller, and Harris from Ceylon took part ; 
and our beloved friends were commended to the divine protection and blessing by Mr. Evans, 
the respected minister of the place, and by Mr. Pritchard. On Wednesday, the 14th ult., 
the day appointed for the sailing of the Marys, by which our esteemed brethren are to be 
conveyed to Africa, a steamboat was specially engaged to convey the party to the vessel at 
Gravesend ; on which occasion they were accompanied by several members of the Committee, 
and numerous other friends from different parts of the country, desirous of thus showing their 
affectionate interest in the mission, and in the dear friends about to embark. Among those 
present were Col. Nicolls, Messrs. John Clarke, Russell, Soule, Green, Adey, Salter, Fuller, 
Barnes, S. Davies, J. Harris from Kandy, and M. Valett, a Lutheran missionary. Inter- 
esting addresses were given by several of the missionaries, and they were all affectionately 
recommended to the protection and blessing of God by the prayers of the assembled friends, 
who, on arriving at the vessel, were gratified by her beautiful appearance, and by the accom- 
modations provided. The devotional services were solemn and affecting, and while tears 
were shed at parting, all present felt the holy and invigorating influence of Christian princi- 
ples, and efforts, and hopes. The Lord grant that Ethiopia may soon stretch out her hands 
unto God! ‘The vessel sailed at two o’clock on the following morning. 

Our friends take out with them to Africa many valuable articles presented for the use of 
the mission by various churches and individuals in this country. These will be found of 
great value ; and the thanks of the Committee are presented to those who have so: kindly 
responded to the appeal made on behalf of Africa in this respect. 
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AFRICAN MISSION.—FUNDS. 


Prom the Annual Report, published in June, it will be seen that there was a balance in 
‘hand of £1329 due to Africa. This sum is now more than exhausted, and the African mis- 
sion is nearly £200 in debt to the general funds of the Society. A considerable sum will 
also be necessary to convey the missionaries and teachers who (it is expected ) will be taken up 
in Jamaica, and sent to Africa, These facts are enough to show that our friends must not 
diminish their efforts. The claims of Africa and of the mission treasury are at least as urgent 
as before, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Baptist Mission Rooms, |on the treasurer of the Committee, Mr. Gur- 
Boston, United States, May 16, 1843. °Y? by to-day ’s steamer, at sixty days sight. 
| With affectionate and grateful regards, 
My dear brother, Your friend and brother, 
Sotomon Peck, For. Sec. 
| 


Your very gratifying letter of the 16th ult.,| Rev. Joseph Angus, Sec., 


conveying the congratulations of the Com- | Londen. 

mittee of the Baptist Missionary Society on | — 

the establishment of our mission at Hong Kong, Haddenham, Bucks., 
and the practical demonstration of their cordial June 6, 1843. 
sympathy and goodwill, in placing at our dis- My dear Sir, 


posal £500 from the Jubilee fund, was brought | Your deputation of Messrs. Merrick, Fuller, 
to hand while the Acting Board were in ses- and Carey, have visited us with considerable 
sion, so that I had the happiness to communi- | success. Our fears ran high as to the result of 
cate it at once, and to share in the expressions | this year’s subscriptions, but some of the friends 
of surprise and pleasure which it called forth of the cause, determined to try their faith, and 
from every side. The receipt of such a com- | the result has been truly gratifying. We have 
munication is peculiarly grateful on various | realized for the mission several pounds more 
accounts, apart from the substantial aid which | than on any former occasion. You will receive 
it affords to our impoverished treasury; lst, as at Fen Court, on Thursday, a box of cheerful 
a token of the fraternal interest cherished by | offerings, from the friends at Haddenham, of 
our English brethren towards us; and, next, as | various articles. The box is fastened down by 
evincive of the honour which God has put on | six screws, which can be easily opened, and the 
your late noble commemoration, associating | things assorted—the useless cast away and the 
liberal devices with liberal things. useful retained. I send them to you, as I have 
We welcome it also as an omen for good, not | received them, for the new mission in Africa, 
to ourselves merely, but to the work in which| The following fact came under my observa- 
we are mutually engaged ; and to all in eyery | tion lately, if you think it worth recording it is 
place by whom the work is carried forward; |at your service, A person of limited means 
which attaches to itself, whether by oppor-| came, after some hesitation, to the determina- 
tunity or necessity, sure friends and faithful | tion of giving one week’s wages to the mission. 
helpers from Christian brethren of all lands. It was rather a bold effort, but it was done, 
The Board of Missions tender to their breth- |'The very next week that person received a 
ren of the Committee their very grateful ac-| present of more than the ten shillings he had 
knowledgments. It is proposed to place the | given. This circumstance gave the individual 
funds thus generously entrusted to us, to the | an opportunity of giving another ten shillings 
credit of the China mission, to whose claims |to the good cause without a greater sacrifice 
and encouragements the Committee have so | than was first contemplated. If we had more 
kindly given consideration, faith and more feeling liberality, much more 
The treasurer of our convention, Hon. He- | good would be accomplished, 
man Lincoln, requests me to say that he draws 


P. Tyrer, 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 


3 95 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 


of May, 1848. 


ANNUAL COLLECTIONS IN LONDON Se ad 
AND ITs VIcINnITy, APRIL 23. CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
£ s. d.| North-East Cambridge- 
Bow, Old Ford ............ 7 2 6 shire Auxiliary (moi- 
Eldon Street, Finsbury. 3 1 1} OUP) cttasnaraceeaaetes GS WOO 
Greenwich, London St.. 112 0| SS 
Do., Bunyan Chapel... 213 1) 
Henrietta Street ......... 12 9 9 Dane eed 
Homerton ................ 510 0 | Derby, Collection......... 612 6 
Kensington, additional. 2 3 6) Evans, W., Esq.,M.P. 2 0 0 
Poplar, Cotton Street... 912 4} — on 
Prescot Street, Little... 916 4) GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Shoreditch, Providence | Gloucester 
IGRI DOP ci saccescnsccuses 5.5 0 Reynol 
Stepney, College Chapel 3 1 4 hs beers ees a 
Tottenham Sept ecsencas — 1515 0 Poulton, Mr. Thomas, 
Trinity Chapel, Boro’... 7 2 10 Lowfield Farm, near 
Windmill Street ........ 40 0 2 
anene Tetbury, by Mr. 
H. Hawkins.......... 100 0 0 
Annual Subscriptions. Se 
Benham, Mr. James, HAMPSHIRE. 
Wigmore Street ....... 010 6 | Blackwater.................. ile Daas 
Cozens, Mrs., 29, Am- Do., Sunday School... 0 8 4 
well Street............... 010 6 
Giles, E., Esq.,Clapham 1 1 0 
Lindop, Mr. T............. 2.0 : Sar: 
Tomkins, Rey. S., Step- Tunbridge Wells— 
en eee 1 0 Oj Carr, Mrs. H............ 010 0 
Donation. / LANCASHIRE. 
} 
i ica..... 1 0 0 | Rochdale— 
la ies Littlewood, Misses 
> Helen & Henrietta, 
Legacies. produce of fancy ar- 
Goode, Mr. John, late of PICICR DY scccnessce aces 113 0 
Hartford, Hunts ....... 6 0 @ 
Se ets ie ies. NorTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
Catharine Davies...... 10 0 0 | Aldwinkle— 
Warwick, Mr. Stephen, Collection ............2.2+ 310 4 
late of Roade............ 60 0 0| Sunday School Box... 0 9 8 
_ ——— | Brington— 
Three Friends, by Dr. 
LonpoN AND MippLesex Pohile for afrieg 100" 6 
AUXILIARIES. Northampton— - 
Maze Pond, by Mrs. Contributions, by Dr. 
Me ghtn FE 10 0 0|, Prince, for Africa. 013 0 
Poplar, Cotton Street, Thrapstone— 
Missionary Box......... 0 7 §8| Contributions........... 170 9 
Shoreditch, Providence 
Chapel, Coll. Public : - NorrinGHAMSHIRE. 
Meeting ..........--cs0e-s 1 iendatatien.. oll o 
Trinity Chapel, Boro’, ay ees 
Contributions.........+ 419 7 
Walworth, Horsley St... 8 0 0 OXFORDSHIRE. 
Ditto, ditto, Sunday Banbury — 
School......... Peers AO DEI” UE suecsectteoncescesusase 010 0 
BEDFORDSHIRE. SOMERSETSHIRE. 
Luton— Frome— 
j sl 3 aapne ie 110 0 Collection .........-+» 
ec beam Contributions 6 
Badcox Lane— 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. @ollection...<.. 2 
Crendon, Collection...... 110 0 DoS Te tapas m 6 
Datchet, Collected b itto, for Native 
Mn y 0 0 Childat Monghyr 4 0 0 
Sheppard’s Barton— 
wae Oe Collection ...........+ 4 010 
BOKCA esc Leo Contributions........ 6 O11 


SUFFOLK. Gasn d's 
SuFFoLk Society in aid 
of Missions, by S. 
Ray, Esq.— 
Bungay— 
Bartow, Mri... Sssecc Begg Fight) 
Debenham— 
Peck, Mr John......... BO a et) 
Ipswich, Tacket Street— 
Subscriptions............ 0 0 
Sudbury, by Rey. W. 
WWialtini=..-vcccas, Seaseare O00) 
SURREY. 
Clapham, Collection ..... 72.050: 
WILTSHIRE. 
Wi ts. & East SoMER- 
SET AUXILIARY. 
Beckington— 
Collections..... 2.17 0 
Contributions 2ide'6 
Devizes— 
Collection ...........0006 14 6% 
Contributions .......... 26 1 2 
Do., by Sunday School 
Teachers & Children 
for boy, “John Stacey 
Bunce,” at Entally. 4 0 0 
Laverton— 
Collection and Contri- 
DUtiOns:sso.peeseenesae Fal4n 6 
Bratton— 
A Servant Girl......... 05 0 
Melksham — 
CollectionS..........0+0« 616 6 
Contributions .......... 43 5 9 
Do., Sunday School. 116 4 
Penknap — 
Collection ..... is AOS 
Contributions........... 315 9 
Salisbury— 
Collections.........<sss-. Bh'OT X 
BOXGS «55 tasxctuandeMtvens 510 11 
Trowbridge— 
Collection, Back St... 5 8 1 
Ditto, Bethesda. .... 4 
Contributions 0 
Ditto, Juvenile So- 
CLOLY..cescsgertvtverne aon s 
| Warminster— 
Hardick, Mrs., for 
ASTUCD 220100 000s0000000 pe Ae 
Westbury Leigh. 
Collection ..... 3.40 
Gough, Miss... 08 4 
WoRCESTERSHIRE, 
Feckenham— 
Taylor, Miss, for 
African PLES +..0.+++ 05 0 
Stourbridge, by Rey. T. 
H. Morgan, four dol- 
lars given to Mr. 
Clarke, for Africa..... 016 6 
YorKSHIRE. 
Bishop Burton— 
From a poor Christian 
on his death-bed, for 
AfTICO...000r000008 tar pO oO 
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£ 3. d. Do., do., Three Quar- “£3. d. 

vaca Juvenile Society ...... 2 0 6|  terly Contributions 114 2 9 
Amlwch— £ s. d. Begbro, Mr. P., Cam- Do., do., Sun. Schools, 

Salem, by Rey. Hugh GUMNESS..+......s28000 2 0-0 for 2 native children, 

Wiliams crass 20 10 1 {Roughead, Miss, BE 1 0 0 half VORP sc< acc essences rays eet) 

Bethel, by ditto... 1 3 2 Great Crosshall Street 
BOdCM OM ieexecevaecsewe tense 0. 8 0 Chapel (Welsh) ........ 5 5 0 
Cernais, by Rey. Hugh ‘ FOREIGN. Sidney Place Chapel, 

Williams... ...0ccscccrese One 0 Old Harbour, Jamaica, (Scotch Baptist), 
Lianfachreth .........- esas OND 0) eee AVUED. ARE ree 14 0] translations ......+...00 8 1%) 
Pensarn, by Rey. Rich- Public Meeting, Coll.... 40 6 7 

Ord Owenissasnccecs seswnae OFS oz *,* The particulars in the Li-| Tea Meeting, Surplus... 2. 6.9 
Rhydwyn and Soar, by 217 5 | Yerpool Contributions in the An- Donations. 

Rey. John Robinson... nual Report should be as follows: | Ecking, Miss, Chester ys 

Lime Street Chapel, for translations .......+ 2 
SCOTLAND. Rev. J. Lister, Coll.... 47 15 8| Per Rev. J. Lister... 2 
Edinburgh— Do., do., Ladies’ Aux- Miss B., per ditto... a Oe 
Dunlop, Mr. John, by iliary Soc. (moiety). 21 0 9| Miss H., per ditto........ 010 0 
Dr. Prince, for Soho Street Chapel, Rey. Subscription. | 
ApTiCOnesanacesscaectaes 3 0 0] R.B. Lancaster, Coll. 9 4 11] Cooke, Mr. J. for African 
Scott, Mr. Andrew, Do., do., Miss. Boxes 111 8 WAESDN <<. Sak cock cazscees pe oa, 
by ditto, for ditto... 010 0 Do., do., Collected by Lancaster— 
Haddington— Miss Cash .........0.+ Sete" lt SiSgHeation) os ceascenes- 210 0 
Bible and Missionary Pembroke Chapel, Rev. Wrexham— 
SOCKOtY: sanesnscaees T. 4 0 0) C.M. Birrell, Coll..... 57 810 Collection .............. 17 0 0 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE JUBILEE FUND, 
From the 1st to the 31st of May, 1843. 
£3. d. = s a £& 8. d. 
M.S. and C, E., by Dr. Jericho, &c., Jamaica, St. Albans— 

Cox, for Miss. Vessel.. 3 0 0 ACTON .icc0.-snaccenet le aS Young, B., Esq., by 
IBACTODe ee sceecurctetes scence 8 15 10} Launceston, Van Die- Rey. W. Upton..... 100 0 0 
Bedminster— men’s Land, by Rev. Tenbury, Card by Mrs. 

, Boyce, Thomas, Esq., Wie WAG acsk cn sssenenesa OU JD) JO two 
for Miss. Vessel...... 5 0 0| Laverton, by Master C. 0 3 6 
Dunfermline, by Mrs. DLOOC Yc cewacc~scacseceners 080 5 0 0 

Inglis, for Miss. Vessel 2 0 0.| Maes-y-shelem, Radnor- 

Hobart Town, by Rey. shire, by Rey. John *,* In the Jubilee Contribution 

H. Dowling ............ 20 0 0 EVAanS ......cese0eeeeee 1 4 0 | list of the Annual Report, under 
Hudderstield—. Nantgwyn, and _ its Liverpool, the items 

Willett, R., Esq........ 25 0 0 branches, Radnor- R = 

Contributions, by Mrs. shire, by ditto...see... in) Se. ee 

AVY theta ein ccakentsenves 0 0 | Nottingham— Jubilee Cards ged 19s be¥ 
Tiford, Church at Turret Rogers, John, Esq..... 25 0 0 Ae en a 

Place, by Rey. J. Pontypool— should be in one, viz., 

Clarke, for Missionary Phillips, W. W., Esq. Pembroke Chapel Sun- 

VGapbUrvostrceecstsenacek 0 for Miss. Vessel...... 22.0 day Schools......cevee a 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Our acknowledgments are due to so many friends who have forwarded parcels for Western 
Africa and Jamaica, and for so many articles, that we find it impossible to include the list in 
We trust, therefore, that the donors will excuse the delay, and kindly 
wait for the details till the publication of our next. 


the present number. 


ERRATA. 
In Contributions to the Jubilee Fund, April Herald, page 84: 
os 
For Bangor Profits of Tea Meeting . . . . 211 1 
Reads langeinis ditto: ©. 0.60 cai see es wee eel 


In Contributions, Annual Report, 1843, page 89, under Leicester : 
Card, by James Collier, should have been £9 Os. Od., instead of £0 Qs. Od. 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thanktuny 
received by the Treasurer or Secretary, at the Mission- House, 6, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street, 
London: in Edinburgh, by the Rev. Christopher Anderson, or H. D. Dickie, Esq.; in 
Glasgow, by Mr. Joseph Swan ; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq., Richmond-street ; at the 
Baptist Mission-Press, Calcutta, by the Rev. J. Thomas; at Kingston, Jamaica, by the Rev. 
Joshua Tinson ; and at New York, United States, by W. Colgate, Esq. 
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 


THE CHURCH AT BALLINA, CO. MAYO. 


In the year 1814, Mr. Ivimey and Mr. Anderson were requested to visit “the green 
island of the west, and the same year “ The Baptist Society for Promoting the Gospel 
in Ireland” was formed. During the visit of these two brethren, their eye deeply 
affected their heart, and, like Paul when surrounded with the idolatry at Athens, 
their “ spirit was stirred within them” when they saw the darkness and superstition 
that everywhere prevailed. When at Westport, in the neighbourhood of Ballina, 
Mr. Ivimey saw a “ begging pilgrim,” respecting whom he says, “ Not a Hindoo 
Fakir could exhibit stronger proof of personal austerities and mortification than 
this old devotee presented; nor could a Hindoo bazar have presented a more 
infatuated populace than the thousands collected in this respectable commercial 
town.” 

The Society immediately sent out a missionary to this town to preach the gospel 
and itinerate in the surrounding neighbourhood. Scripture schools were established, 
bible readers were employed, and considerable success attended these incipient 
efforts. At length, in the year 1827, six brethren, three of whom had been 
Roman Catholics, united together as a Christian church in Ballina, and Mr. 
Briscoe was chosen as their pastor. A considerable number, from time to time, 
by the blessing of God, were brought to believe on Jesus, who were united to the 
church after they had been baptized on a profession of their faith. As the cause of 
the Redeemer, however, spread, a spirit of opposition awoke. The church increased: 
its energies were put forth in developing its principles, plans, and designs for the 
spread of the gospel, and the formation of Christian churches in harmony with 
the simplicity of divine truth: opposition became determined, systematic, and 
strong. If we were willing to be “hewers of wood and drawers of water,” acting 
as servants of ecclesiastical establishments which we deem unscriptural, then we 
might dwell in peace ; but if we contended for the faith once delivered to the saints, 
powerful opposition from the great bulk, even of protestants who possess influence 
and power, was to be expected. 

The town of Ballina was by no means the only one where the Society laboured, 
and where opposition became determined ; nevertheless, those labours have been 
abundantly blessed, and much good has been done. Dark places have been visited 
with the light of divine truth, uninstructed villages have been favoured with the means 
of scriptural education, and many who were afar off have been brought to the Saviour; 
both Roman Catholics and formal Protestants have given evidence of a change of 
heart. So far as information can be gained, it is found in this one place that about 


eighty-two persons haye joined the church since it was formed in 1827. About 
3B 


39 IRISH CHRONICLE. 


twenty of these, or more, were Roman Catholics. One young man has been recently 
placed with Dr. Carson, with a view of receiving instruction for the ministry ; while 
brother Mullarky of Parsonstown, brother Berry of Abbeyliex, and brother Mulhern of 
Conlig, all members of this church, ure now usefully employed in preaching the gospel 
to others. The church, however, has suffered much by emigration, and only three 
members, at the present time, are living in the town. Several have left lately, 
being unable to withstand the opposition that they had to encounter. Others are 
living within a few miles, whose attendance is pretty regular ; some are living at the 
distance of twelve, fifteen, or twenty miles, and one or two even thirty, or more 
than that. 

Christian brethren in England, we give you this statement of facts because we 
fear that you are unacquainted with the good that has been done. Other stations 
can exhibit an equally encouraging record of facts, perhaps even more so. Yet we 
say of the few converted to God, what are these among so many? Ireland contains 
more than eight millions of souls: nearly seven millions are Roman Catholics. About 
three millions speak the Irish language, for whom but little religious instruction in 
their own tongue is provided. To that little most of our scripture readers and ex- 
pounders contribute, and they are listened to with delight. There are also 196 
islands around the coast, 140 of which are inhabited by more than 50,000 souls, and 
these millions of men, generally speaking, are in the most destitute condition as 
regards means of religious knowledge. Here is a fine country, enriched by beautiful 
rivers and fertile glens, but the majority of the population either buried in ignorance, 
entrenched in prejudice, or sunk into the lowest state of poverty, superstition, and 
vice. Popery has its four archbishops, twenty-three bishops, and about 3,000 
inferior clergy, with eight colleges, besides Maynooth, and an increasing number of 
monasteries, convents, nunneries, societies, clubs, and private seminaries for the 
diffusion of its principles in every direction around. How many labourers have 
we—nay, and other sections of the voluntary churclies of Christ to cope with, and 
counteract the pernicious errors thus plentifully diffused? These eight millions of 
our fellow men, who are in this awful condition, lie in the very bosom of the British 
empire, almost in sight of the British throne, and at the very threshold of our 
Christian churches at home ; yet so far as our own denomination is concerned, we 
spend nothing for missionary purposes in Ireland, in comparison with what we do for 
the inhabitants on the opposite side of the globe, 

For example, in this town our missionary, nearly 100 miles from any of his 
brethren, surrounded with a full proportion of the vast mass of ignorance 
and superstition which prevails in the island, is stationed entirely alone, while 
Catholic priests are swarming around him like locusts from the Nile; yet the 
island of Jamaica, with scarcely half a million of souls, shall be favoured with 
thirty missionaries and many superior schools ; then, because we do not reap the 
same prosperity here as in Jamaica, it is gravely asked, ‘What are you doing 
in Ireland?” To act according to the rule of proportion, you should send nearly 
500 missionaries here without delay. Suppose you had only sent one man to 
Jamaica, what do you think would have been done? You have only one missionary 
in the province of Connaught where there is more than a million and a half of Roman 
Catholics, and do you really expect that this is all that is required? If there had been 
only one missionary in Jamaica and nearly 500 in Ireland for these last twenty years, 
would there not have been a very different result? If this number had been em- 
ployed, and the Lord had blessed their labours to the same amount as he has 
blessed those of that one who is stationed in this town, instead of seeing only a 
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few scattered churches, you might behold a large number in various parts of this 
land, containing more than 40,000 members. 

You will say, “ We have a right to give our money for what object we please ;” 
but if it all goes in one direction, surely your contributions are regulated by taste 
or caprice more than by the word of God. Placed as the missionary is here, entirely 
alone, he would ‘feel greatly encouraged if he had one brother to dive and pray and 
labour with him in this barren spot. The country around is mourning in moral 
destitution from age to age, and the inhabitants exclaim, “‘ No man careth for our 
souls.” Look, O look to Ireland, and remember the eight millions of souls. The 
conversion of this land is not only important to itself, but important to England, to 
Scotland, and to the world at large. Should your year of jubilee, your fiftieth year 
of missions, have passed without renewing your missionary exertions in every part of 
the world, but especially in this land where so many Roman Catholics are dwelling in 
ignorance, as it were around the suburbs of your churches, and lying almost in sight 
of your throne. The year has gone by. Let not another year pass without giving 
vigorous attention to this work of justice and Christian benevolence. ‘ Prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it 


A WORD TO LIVING TESTATORS. 
“ Bis dat qui cito dat.” 


Aw excellent friend of the Society, in a distant county, who intended to leave by 
will £500, to aid in carrying on its operations, has changed his plan within a few 
days past, and gives to the Treasurer at once the net proceeds which such a 
legacy would have left. The committee are thus enabled to keep the agents of the 
Society at work, and are so encouraged by this and by other expressions of sym- 
pathy and zeal for Ireland’s welfare, as to listen to repeated and loud cries for help, 
and engage an additional agent. Several others offer. It may be for you to say 
whether they shall be employed. 

A liberal contributor to the Society wrote, in the early part of 1841, to a 
friend, a letter, which was forwarded to the Secretary, and which is now before 
him, containing the following sentence: “God hath been pleased to keep 
me in existence in this world, to see the time return when IJ have been accus- 
tomed to send you wy subscription to the Baptist Society for promoting the 
gospel in Ireland; I beg you therefore to receive and send it, I believe this 
will be the last I shall be permitted to send you; but after my death, and my 
debts, &e., are all paid, perhaps a surplus will remain from my personal effects : 
that will be given to the Baptist Home Missionary Society and the Baptist Irish 
Society, for the Saviour’s cause and {interest. I expect my stewardship is almost 
ended.” It was as our friend supposed. He died soon afterwards, and left be- 
hind him a large property, nearly all of which has fallen into the hands of the 
assignees of a bankrupt relative. There were no children: creditors to whom the 
testator owed nothing, and to whom he did not know that his legatee was indebted, 
take all. Societies receive nothing. 

A third friend recently left by will his residuary property, to be divided 
between our own and two other societies. Two thirds only of this property 
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are at present available; the remainder may be in a few years. A fourth 
friend, some two years since, left a considerable legacy, worth some five or 
six hundred pounds, also to be divided between societies—our own being one ; 
but as yet, through pressure of the times, nothing has been realized, nor is 
there an immediate prospect of the kind intentions of the testator being fulfilled. 

We would submit these facts with all-seriousness to dear friends who intend to 
benefit the Society by their wills. Which, on the showing thus presented, is the 
better course, to give even though it were less, than to leave subject to uncertainty 
and delay. Should it not be remembered that fifty pounds will keep a valued 
agent at work for a twelvemonth? And would it not contribute to the happi- 
ness of beloved Christian friends, to know that they are doing good, rather 
than that at some future time good will be done, with what they possess? Men 
who are their own executors, besides the saving they effect—(legacies pay ten per 
cent. duty)—even now rejoice in what God enables them to do ; and would it not 
perhaps even augment their future joy, to be greeted as they enter heaven by one 
and another who through their liberality were met by some messenger of the word 
of life, and brought to the Son of God? We do not wish, however, either to reason 
on the facts stated or to dictate. We will only repeat our motto—“ He gives twice 
who gives quickly.” 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rey. Samuen GREEN, 6], 
Queen’s Row, Walworth; by the Rev. TosrpH ANcus, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen 
Court, Fenchurch-street; and the Rev. SrerHen Davis, 92, St. John-street-road, Islington ; 
RoserT Stock, Esq., Treasurer, Regent-street; Mr. J, SanpERs, 104, Great Russell-street; 
Bloomsbury, Messrs. Guyn, Haniirax, Mutts, and Co., Bankers, 67, Lombard-street; by the 
Rey. C. Anperson, Edinburgh; the Rev, Mr. Inngs, Frederick-street, Edinburgh; by the 
Rev. C. Harpcastie, Waterford; Rey. F, TrRestrait, Rock Grove Terrace, Strand-road, 
Cork; by Mr. J. Hopxins, Cambridge Crescent, Birmingham; Rey. Gzorcr Gouxp, 77, Lower 
Gardner-street, Dublin; and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


*4* The present Treasurer of the Society, Ropert Stock, Esq., requests that Contributions for 
the Society may be sent, in addition to the above names, to the Union Bank, Argyll Place, 
Regent Street. 


J, HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY, 


